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Hypocrisy – A Horrible Evil  
 
[Some of these passages describe what a hypocrite is like; some give examples that we can learn from. You may have 
to read the context, to gain a better understanding of what these passages are saying.] 
 
 
What is hypocrisy? What is a hypocrite? Write a definition for these words. 
(You may wish to start with a basic definition, and expand it after you have studied some 
of the characteristics given below.) 
 
 
 
 
 
The hypocrite’s spiritual condition and its effect on others: 
 

1. Their spiritual blindness (an example): Compare their understanding of physical 
matters to their ability to understand spiritual matters. Luke 12:54-56  

 
 
 
 

2. The way they treat Scripture: How do they treat God’s Word? Matthew 15:7; 
Mark 7:6 

 
 
 
 

3. The way they treat people who stand for the truth: How do they react when 
righteous people confront them?  

 
a. Their response to Jesus? Matthew 22:18; Mark 12:15; Luke 20:20 

 
 
 
 

b. Their response to the prophets (and others)? Matthew 23:29-34 
 
 
 
 
 

These are just two of the ways. Be glad that they don't always go to this extreme! 
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4. Their effect on the unsaved: How does their hypocrisy affect others who are not 
saved - some of whom may have been starting to turn to Christ? 

 
a. People who had begun to turn to Christ? 1 Timothy 4:1-2 
 
 
 
 
b. People who want to know about God? Matthew 23:13 

 
 
 
 

c. People who have become their "converts"? Matthew 23:15 
 
 
 
 
What will happen to the hypocrite? 
 

1. The truth exposed: Will they be able to get away with their hypocrisy forever? 
What will happen to the truth? Luke 12:1-3 

 
 
 
 
 

2. Their final fate: What will happen to them (illustrated by a parable)? Matthew 
24:45-51 (See also 23:35.) 

 
 
 
 
 
Hypocrisy is a self-deceiving trap. Most hypocrites live their lives claiming to be genuine 
and sincere people – and they probably even believe it is true! A person can become a 
habitual hypocrite, and not even know it! 
 
If you are a hypocrite, you must allow the Word of God to open your eyes. Yet as a 
hypocrite, it is your nature to distort the Word of God, to replace it with man-made 
teachings, and to teach others to do the same! No wonder Jesus describes the habitual 
hypocrite as "blind" – Matthew 23:16+. Pray that God will have mercy on you. Pay 
attention to what God says in his Word – take it to heart. Perhaps God will take away 
your blindness! 
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Typical Characteristics of a Hypocrite 
 
[Some of these passages are statements about hypocrites; some give examples that we can learn from. You may have to 
read the context, to gain a better understanding of what these passages are saying.] 
 
 
Double Standards 
 

1. They condemn others for sin; yet ignore their own sins. Matthew 7:3-5; Luke 
6:41-42 

 
a. What do they do? What do they fail to do? 

 
 
 

b. What should they do? (Two things, but in a specific order.) 
 
 
 
Distorted Values (2 examples) 
 

1. They consider religious practices (and animals!) to be more important than 
people. Luke 13:14-16  

 
Note: This event occurred on the Sabbath, a day that was supposed to be set apart 
for God. Though the day was important, Scripture teaches us that certain things 
are more important. 

 
a. What did they do? What did they condemn? 

 
 
 

b. According to Jesus, which was more important – the thing they did, or the 
thing they condemned? 

 
 
 

2. They carefully obey the tiniest matters of the Law (Old Testament regulations), 
and neglect the important things. Matthew 23:23-24 

 
a. What did they do? What did they ignore? 

 
 
 

b. What should they be doing? 
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Compromise 
 

1. They are willing to ignore the truth, in order to impress people. Galatians 2:11-14 
 

a. What did Peter do? 
 
 
 

b. How did Paul respond to it? 
 
 
 
 

Important observation: This verse shows us that it is possible for a saved person 
to become hypocritical. However, if he is really saved, the hypocrisy won’t last. 
The Holy Spirit influences the conduct of saved people. Such a person will pay 
attention to the rebuke of Scripture and of other people who point out his sin; and 
he will repent of his sin. Unlike the unsaved people mentioned in the other verses, 
hypocrisy will not become the lifestyle of a saved person.  

 
 
 
Pretension 
 

1. They focus on what people can see, and ignore the true condition of their own 
hearts. Matthew 23:25-28  

 
a. What are they like on the “outside”? (2 illustrations) 

 
 
 
 

b. What are they like on the “inside”? (2 illustrations) 
 
 
 
 

c. What should they do? (implied) 
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Living without Hypocrisy; Having a Sincere Life 
 
[Some of these passages describe how to live without hypocrisy; some give examples that we can learn from. You may 
have to read the context, to gain a better understanding of what these passages are saying.] 
 
In many of these passages, you will find the word “sincere,” which is a translation of a 
New Testament Greek word that means “un-hypocritical.”  
 
 
What must we do with hypocrisy?  
  

1. What must we do with hypocrisy? 1 Peter 2:1 
 
 
 

2. Note the context. Who is this written to – what type of people are they? 1 Peter 
1:23 

 
 
 

Since these people were not fakes, they desired to obey the truth (God’s Word), so 
that they could become pure in the way they lived (1:22). In 1 Peter, the apostle is 
teaching them some of the truth that they will want to follow. 

 
 
 
The Nature of Our Love 
 

1. The results of truth: How does obedience to God’s truth influence a person’s 
love? What type of love will we have, if we obey God’s Word? 1 Peter 1:22 

 
 
 
 

Once we have the right type of love, we will be able to obey the command to love 
each other deeply (the end of v. 22). This is how a genuine “born again” person 
(v. 23) will live. 

 
 
 

2. Practicing this type of love: What type of love must we have? Romans 12:9 
 
 
 
 

The rest of chapter 12 shows us how to do this. 
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3. An example of someone doing this: Paul lived the way he told others they must 
live. What type of love characterized Paul’s life? 2 Corinthians 6:6 

 
 
 
 

Those who are hypocrites or who openly reject God’s Word will hate you because 
of the good you do. They might make life difficult (read about Paul’s life – 2 
Corinthians 6:4-10), but the greatness of following Jesus is worth the difficulties 
we may face. 

 
 
 

The Nature of Our Faith (“Faith” refers to our trust in God and his Word.) 
 

1. A Praiseworthy example: Timothy’s life gives us a praiseworthy example of the 
type of faith we must have. How does Paul describe Timothy’s faith? 2 Timothy 
1:5 

 
 
 

Many people have a fake faith; but not Timothy. We should follow his example. 
 
 

2. A necessary ingredient of love: Timothy had the difficult task of restraining evil 
people who were trying to lead others astray. To do this the right way would 
require love. One of the necessary “ingredients,” for having the right type of love 
was the right type of faith. What type of faith was this? 1 Timothy 1:5 

 
 
 
 
 
The Nature of Our Wisdom 
 

1. What is one of the characteristics that distinguish between “wisdom from above” 
and “wisdom from below”? James 3:17 

 
 
 
 

Read verses 14-16 to find out about the fake “wisdom” that comes from the devil.  
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Avoiding Hypocrisy in Our Religious Activities 
 
 
[These passages show the contrast between the way hypocrites perform religious activities and the way God requires 
them to be performed. As always, you should read the context, in order to gain a better understanding of what these 
passages are saying.] 
 
Performing religious activities is not the same as having love for God. Anyone – 
including hypocrites – can perform religious activities. It is only when the love for God is 
already present – demonstrated by a person’s obedience to God, his purity in life 
(including his motives), and the love he has for his neighbor – that the religious activities 
can become pleasing to God. 
 
 
 
The Basic Principle 
  
 [Though the word “hypocrite” is not found in this introductory verse, the verse focuses on the motivating 

principle that often guides hypocrites in the way they do things. The three examples given below are typical, 
and represent everything that might fall into the category of “religious activity.”] 

 
1. What motive must we avoid, when we perform our religious activities and “good 

deeds”? Why? Matthew 6:1 
 
 
 
 

Note that the "good deeds" aren't "good," if done for the wrong reason! 
 
God promises to reward us. But getting a reward is not our motive. Rather, it is 
out of love (for both God and neighbor) that we want to do these things.  

 
 
 
When Helping the Needy 
  

1. How do the hypocrites do it? What is their reward? Matthew 6:2 
 
 
 

2. How must we do it? What does God promise us, if we do it this way? Matthew 
6:3-4 
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When Praying 
 

1. How do the hypocrites do it? What is their reward? Matthew 6:5 
 
 
 

2. How must we do it? What does God promise us, if we do it this way? Matthew 
6:6 

 
 
 

This passage contains a wealth of other information about praying:  
• Our prayers shouldn’t be characterized by repetitious babbling, like the 

pagans do – v. 7-8. 
• We are given a suggested model that we can use as a pattern for how we 

pray (often called the “Lord’s Prayer”) – v. 9-13. 
• We are warned that we cannot have a proper relationship with God, unless 

we are willing to have a proper relationship with other people – especially 
in the area of forgiveness – v. 14-15. 

 
 
When Fasting 
 
 This refers to abstaining from food, and was often done during an extended time 

of prayer, or as an expression of repentance and humility, etc. (It doesn’t mean 
“going on a diet”!) 

 
 

1. How do the hypocrites do it? What is their reward? Matthew 6:16 
 
 
 

2. How must we do it? What does God promise us, if we do it this way? Matthew 
6:17-18 

 
 
 

 
---------------- 

 
This concludes our study on the topic of “hypocrisy and sincerity.” 

 
However, it does not conclude our putting to practice what we have learned. 

For us who are not hypocrites, practicing what we learned  
is a life-long endeavor! 
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