The WILL of GOD

PART 1 - Introduction; God's Sovereign Will

What do we mean by the phrase "God's Will"?

We use the phrase "will of God" in several waysnédty refer to something that God sovereigiégrees and
we cannot keep it from happening. It may refemtmral obligationghat humans have - whether or not they
choose to obey them. It may even refedésiresthat God may have, as he relates to us on our déexistence
- even if those desires are not fulfilled, becansare unwilling to do what is necessary.

This study is divided into two main sections. Thistfhalf focuses mainly on the aspect of God'$ thit is
related to his sovereignty - God @eeator. We sometimes describe this as Godterhal decreé For this
aspect of God's will, we are normally passiva@gsomplishingt (that is, we don't consciously do it), but we
should be active iacceptingt. Our proper attitude can be illustrated by ttegesment, Your will be dong

The second half of this study focuses mainly oreetspof God's will that are related to usoum level - God as
Savior, LordandKing. This includes God'sioral will - which we have an obligation to obey (even thoigyh
people are willing to do so). It also includes Gal#sires- which may or may not be fulfilled, as people acbe
to obey or disobey his commands. For these aspe@sd's will, we are to be active in babcomplishingand
acceptingthem. Our proper attitude can be illustrated leydtatement,l'want to do your will’

This interaction between sovereignty and respolitsils emphasized throughout this study, becatise i
inseparable from the topic "will of God." Furthermmapwe need this emphasis, to help us think bilyicahe
world's distorted perspective is so ingrained mio thinking that it is very difficult to remove it

Background (language issues)

There are two New Testament Greek word groups (gsetbof nouns, verbs, etc.) that are commonly
translated as "will," in the sense of "God's willlie main verb forms in these two groups #retoand
boulomai Though there are differences, the concepts cauvby these two word groups overlap in meaning.
At times, the words might have essentially the sameaning. (The context would help in determining.)h

In English, we can use a variety of words to tratesthese concepts, since there are a broad répgssible
meanings. Examples that illustrate this include:
* A"desire" or "wish," something that maymay not be fulfilled.
* A"decree," or "purpose” (such as, Godigppse" for the world), something that humans have
control over (though their actioase related to it).
* A "moral obligation," something we can olmgyiolate; but our choices will result in conseques that
cannot be changed, once eternity arrives.

Some of the specific ways the Greek words are et into English include:
» Thethelogroup: will, choose, want, pleased (to do someghidetermine, permit.
» Theboulomaigroup: purpose, will, decree, plan, counsel.
In our study, we will focus on the English tranglatof those words. (For clarity, they will be umideed.)



Watching our attitude

There is a New Testament word related to this stihidiyhas to do with being a "counselor” or "adruis@ne of
the Scripture passages it is found in providesitis aigood reminder about the attitude we ougtmiztee -
especially when we attempt to study the conceplt &iGod." It reminds us thato created being is great
enough (or wise enough) to B®d'scounselor or advisobon't forget this truth!

* Romans 11:34 "Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has lbe® counseld?”
Read the whole passage (vs. 33-36). This comée a&rid of a section in Romans about the relatipnshi

between God's sovereignty and human responsiktibyV should this passage influence our attitude,
when we attempt to understand these matters?

We could contrast this to the way the wicked ofespond: They use God's sovereignty as an excogehan
blame God fotheir decision to sin! (This is illustrated in Romans®:ivhich we will examine at a later time.)

God's Sovereign Will or Decree

An introduction to the concept

We often hear of the terms "God's sovereignty" 'dmuinan responsibility,” anldothare related to the concept
of "God's will." In this section, our focus is dmetfirst of these, God's sovereignty. Some factsiaod's
sovereign will or decree are as follows:

For the most part, it secret This aspect of God's will is unknown to us, exdepwhat God chooses

to reveal or make known.

* The elements thate revealed were made known either through prophemngs that havaot yet
occurred) or through history (events that halveadyoccurred). Though we can learn about (or even
experience) these things, we will not always be ablinderstandhem. This is because we cannot see
the full picture of how things relate to each otherthe glory of God, and to future events (inahgdthe
Day of Justice).

* In the past, Christians referred to thenauwking of God's sovereign will as "providence."i§honcept
has been largely ignored in modern days. (Mostradingoers™ are influenced by the naturalistic
philosophy that claims God has no role in what leaggn science and history.)

» God's sovereign will doe®t "interfere” with the choices we make (on the "humesponsibility"
level); rather, it goes along with those choices.

» We need told by God (in Scripture) howespgond to the sovereignty aspect of his will, beeaas

sinners, we normally respond tbppositeof the right way.

How do the concepts of sovereignty and responsilfititogether? By the very nature of things, our
understanding of this will biémited. We are not onlfinite, but we aresinners who's very thinking processes
have been influenced by our sinful natures. linky ¢o the extent that we |Scriptureteach us on these matters,
that we will ever correctly understand them. Angéioilly, as we look at the issue of God's will, wid be
increasingly open to what the Scriptures teach!



Our very existence - and all of creation - deperafsit!

There is a mystery to God's sovereignty, becausastsoutsideof us (and outside of all creation). We can

comprehend it only to the degree that God expliaitwsus - explaining its existence, its significenand how

we are to respond to it. We need to be cautiousause we can easily go beyond what God revealdaindto
misunderstanding and error.

The following verses show us that God's sovereidirewcompasses all that exists. Yet much of teeiphasis

is within the context of salvation, and is meaneébeourage those who have chosen to become fokavier
Jesus. (Only a few "sovereignty” statements aecthd toward those who reject the truth - and nthyriias
mentionedafter the people have already expressed their rejedimhthey are unwilling to accept the truth and
respond properly.)

1. The creation of all things.

This is from the scene in heaven (Revelation 4r8l)ia spoken directly to God by those who surroiined
throne.

* Revelation 4:11 "You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive gland honor and power, for you
created all things, and by your wilhey were created and have their being."”

Why were things created? What was God's "motivatinge”?

How should we respond? What type of response doesd@serve from us? (Consider how those in
God's presence respond!)

How can you do this in your daily life?

2. Even the smallest details of creation were determéed by God.
This verse gives us an example, which the apdstie applies to details about eternity.

» 1 Corinthians 15:37-38 When you sow, you do not plant the body that willdut just a seed, perhaps
of wheat or of something else. But God gives bdytas he has determineghd to each kind of seed he
gives its own body.

God's sovereign will includes all the details rethto what we are. This verse is an example offéitis
as applied to the nature of plants. The very shapt®e plants are part of his sovereign deternonat

Note the context (15:35-44a): The principle desatiin this verse is applied to our resurrectioniésid
(You will have to read this passage, in order tewaar the following question.)

We tend to wonder what things will be like in eigrnThough we have been given a few clues, much
remains a secret. What does this passage telloug #ie attitude we should have concerning theré&®u




3. Everything that happens - God works it all in accodance with his will.

» Ephesians 1:11-12 In him [Christ] we were also chosen, having beeedastined according to the
plan of him who works out everything in conformaiith the purpose of his wijlin order that we, who
were the first to hope in Christ, might be for iraise of his glory.

God's sovereignty is relatedatl that happensbut Scripture has a greater focus on its relahgnto
our salvation

The Creator who made us has planned all thinggppén in a way that will result in praise, honad an
glory to him, and in the good of all who are widlito follow him. Since humans have chosen to s, w
do not deserve this good - and those who contiouejéct this good will not experience it in etéyni
However, included in God's will is his intentionrescue some of us from the condition we have
brought upon ourselves. We call it "salvation," #imd theme (our salvation as part of God's wall) i
mentioned several times in Scripture.

What does this verse say about the relationshipd®et our salvation and God's will?

Why did God choosgou (and not someone else instead of you)? Did yoardest?

If God has chosen to save you, how are you goimgspond?

4. His purposes do not change.
The context of this verse has to do with salvateorgd will be examined again in a later section.

» Hebrews 6:17-18 Because God wanted to make the unchanging naturis purposevery clear to
the heirs of what was promised, he confirmed ih\ait oath. God did this so that, by two unchangeabl
things in which it is impossible for God to lie, who have fled to take hold of the hope offeraasto
may be greatly encouraged.

We can rejoice that God's sovereign will, by itspmeature cannotchange. What God plans to do (in
this verse, related to salvatiom)ill occur. Yet to give us even more assurance (andueagement),
God has also given us a binding oath (promise)heatill accomplish the work he has begun in us.

How can this encourage you?

In future sections, we will look further at how Gedovereign will leads us into salvation and gsiider
spiritual growth.
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The WILL of GOD

PART 2 - God's Sovereign Will in Our Salvation (1)

We live, make decisions, and act in the realm ahthn responsibility.” This is the realm in which are
responsible for our actions, and in which we wilperience blessing or judgment because of ourratiget
there is also the realm of God's sovereignty aémave cannot experience with our senses, but whacallels
the realm wecansee, and is the basis for it's existence.

God's sovereignty guarantees that our eternalmyesill be the fitting end for our present choicislso
guarantees that, if God begins a change in uyatsah - he will finish what he has started. God ha
obligation to save us; but if he sovereignly cheasedo so, we can rest assured that our actiong@human
responsibility level) will be fitting for salvatiorfA lifestyle of sin cannot occur in a person wias been
changed by God. And a person who has experientedihnge wouldntvantsuch a lifestyle, because he has
beenchanged Though he may - andlill - struggle with sin, he hates the sin, becaugeas against the values
he now actively strives to live by.)

In this part of our study, we will begin to looktae wonders of God's sovereignty in our salvate. will
start with a reminder that God hag obligationto do anything for us who have rebelled against fiihen we
will look at the fact that heaschosen to save some, even though he has no adrfigatdo so.

GOD'S SOVEREIGN WILL - Our salvation and spiritual growth depend on
it!

The human responsibility aspect of salvation ineslvepentance, trust and obedience. But in thsepte
section we are looking at tlsevereigntyaspect. From this perspective, Scripture teachésati®ur salvation is
dependent on God from start to finish. Becauséisf there is nothing for us to boast about (EresP:8-9),
except for boasting in God (1 Corinthians 1:27-30 duty is to praise him for what he has doné,targive
him the honor and glory that is rightfully his.

God's role in salvation is a comfort and assurdoicthose who understand it - as seen in someeofaifowing
verses - yet it appliesnly to those who's salvation is genuine, as define8dipture. There are many
counterfeit "salvations" in the world (and in maetyurches). The following encouraging passages dapply
to any of them!

Before we look at the wonderful things God has donels in salvation, we need to put things in pecsive:

A reminder: God has no obligation to save anyone.

We do not deserve salvation, and God has no oldigéd save us. He offers mercy to those willinguoept it,
but we must remember that mercylig,nature undeserved. God is totally righteous ifdaesn'toffer mercy!
(This should influence our attitude toward God.isleot our servant; but we are to be his!)



1. He can have mercy or he can harden.

* Romans 9:18 Therefore God has mercy on whom he wamtsave mercy, and he hardens whom he
wantsto harden.

This section of Romans shows the contrast betwsesetwho receive mercy, which thégn'tdeserve,
and others who get what thdg deserve. Those in the first group are willing ¢oept what Scripture
says and respond appropriately; those in the segangp aren't interested in accepting what theeBibl
says; and what thedo know, they distort.

Each of these groups will respond differently tis iesue. The righteous (recipients of mercy) will
choose to cling to God's mercy; the wicked will ma&ikcuses for their sin, perhaps even using
"sovereignty" as an excuse for doing it! (Compatth werse 19 “Then why does God still blame us?
For who resists his will)"Each will receive the eternal outcome that i for his choice; for
sovereignty guarantees that the present and fufillreorrespond. (How should the wicked respond?
Rather than choosing to sin and blame God fohéy should pursue mercy and repent of their sifis. A
who do this will find themselves to be recipient$smd's mercy!)

We must remember that our choice of acabmayscorresponds with what God does. From the human
responsibility perspective, God offers mercy tosthavho are willing to accept it. So if you don'tnwva

the second half of this verse to apply to you, ttoenis onyourresponse! Don't talk back to God; rather,
repent of your sin (and sinful values) and accegptcyi

How should the fact that mercy is undeserved imibgeyour attitude toward God and salvation?

2. More comments about God hardening a person.

We must constantly stress the Scripture's teadhiigsovereignty and responsibility are interrelater we
live in a world that constantly treats these twaaapts as opposites thennotcoexist. This is why so
many people have a difficult time accepting thel8ghteaching about God "hardening" a person. (Rranm
world's perspective, it would mean that the peitsach no control over his own actions!) Yet this agptc
doesexist in many passages, often in a manner thagjpsovereignty and responsibility together. We will
examine a few of them here (and more at a late)tim

Sometimes Scripture uses "sovereignty" and "respibibg' concepts almost interchangeably. For imsta,
in the following passages, who hardened PharaeldrhBoth of these concepts occur several times in the
book of Exodus.)

» Exodus 8:32 But this time also Pharaoh hardened his heart andld not let the people go.

Who "hardened his heart," according to this verse?

e Exodus 9:12 Butthe Lord hardened Pharaoh's heart and he wooldisten to Moses and Aaron,
just as the Lord had said to Moses.

Who "hardened Pharaoh's heart," according to #mise?




In some Scripture passages, we read about God atagdoeople to their siafter they have chosen to
reject God. For instance:

* 2 Thessalonians 2:9-12 The coming of the lawless one will be in accordanitk the work of Satan
displayed in all kinds of counterfeit miracles,rsgand wonders, and in every sort of evil that dese
those who are perishing. They perish because tieged to love the truth and so be saved. For this
reason God sends them a powerful delusion so tiegtwill believe the lie and so that all will be
condemned who have not believed the truth but takghted in wickedness.

What did they ddeforeGod sent them the "powerful delusion"?

* Romans 1:21-25 For although they knew God, they neither glorififech as God nor gave thanks to
him, but their thinking became futile and theirlfslo hearts were darkened. Although they claimed to
be wise, they became fools and exchanged the giahge immortal God for images made to look like
mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles.

Therefore God gave them over in the sinfulrdef their hearts to sexual impurity for the desgdjng
of their bodies with one another. They exchangedriith of God for a lie, and worshiped and served
created things rather than the Creator--who is fa@epraised. Amen.

What did they ddeforeGod gave them over to their sins?

How should these verses serve as a warning toagoypu respond to Scripture?

In a future lesson (Part 4 - "Responding to Godiggeign Will"), we will see additional examples of
sovereignty and responsibility working togetherisiwill include examples of both righteous and veidk
people; for in both types of situations, the adiohthe people work together with sovereignty.

God has chosen to save some people

God saves some people, even though (as we havergebas no obligation to do so. This fact should
encourage us who have repented, since, becausewidhanging nature, he won't (acah') change his mind!

1. Itis an act of his will - and he does not changesimind.

» James 1:17-18 Every good and perfect gift is from above, comiagrm from the Father of the
heavenly lights, who does not change like shifsimgdows. He chode give us birth through the word
of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruitsalf he created.

Shadows formed by the sun change their positic#)easun moves across the sky. But God is not like
this; his character does not change. So when l&s gjie ("birth") to someone who is spiritually dgde
will not "ungive" it at a later time. (This "birth'éfers to the same concept as does "born agaidghn
3:7.Bothpassages refer to something tGaid does.)

Considering what v. 17 tells us (God's actionsnatdike shifting shadows), in what ways can God's
choice to save us be a source of encouragemesfto u




Salvation from the perspective of God's sovereighgnunconditionalgift, based solely on God's mercy
and not on our works (which could only result iratty). The end result of this undeserved blessing is
dependent osod; and God will not change his mind. (There are ofitemises and blessings found in
Scripture that areonditional and the end results are related to human redgbitysiWhen God offers this
second type of blessing to us, the end resultpgmigent on whate do.)

2. His purpose will not (andcannof) change. Take comfort in this! (If it could changethen nothing
would be guaranteed.)

We already looked at this verse in Part 1 of thislg For those who are genuine followers of Jeisus the
foundation for our hope.

* Hebrews 6:17 Because God wanted to make the unchanging natunis plurposerery clear to the
heirs of what was promised, he confirmed it withoath.

God has given us many promises related to salvdfibe were able tehangehis mind about saving
us, how much encouragement would such promises be?

What does this passage in Hebrews say about theer@this purpose (or plan) for us?

In what ways should this fact encourage us?

3. Those he saves are predestined to salvation.

Even before the creation of the world, God hadaalyeplanned a wonderful destiny for those who are
recipients of his mercy. (See Ephesians 1:4.) Wghtmot fully understandow"God's predestination" and
"human choice" work together, but that shouldmider us from accepting what God says as true! If we
don't understand it, a good way to respond is fljiston'tworry about it; 2) accept it, realizing that God
understands it; and 3) rejoice in it!

» Ephesians 1:5-6 [In love,] he predestined us to be adopted as dimsghrough Jesus Christ, in
accordance with his pleasure and wllto the praise of his glorious grace, which les lfreely given us
in the One he loves.

* Ephesians 1:11-12 In him [Christ] we were also chosen, having beeedastined according to the
plan of him who works out everything in conformuiith the_purposef his_will, in order that we, who
were the first to hope in Christ, might be for iraise of his glory.

What do these passages say about God's role imtisal?

Just think about it... God actuafijannedyour salvation!

In the next section, we will look further at how @& sovereignty relates to the wonderful gift daton.
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The WILL of GOD

PART 3 - God's Sovereign Will in Our Salvation (2)

Part 3 continues our study of the relationship oflG sovereignty to our salvation and spiritualhglo As we
look at these things, we must not forget that huneaponsibility goes right along with sovereigniipis second
issue is the topic of a future lesson, which fosus® how people respond when God is at work in tH{gve

will see that they pursue a way of life that is gaible with the eternal destiny of a saved pejson.

Some of the things God does to save us

All of the following verses show us that, from thavereignty perspective, it was God's choice. Weilshfind
this encouraging; for without God choosing to sasgnobodywould ever be saved.

1. The Holy Spirit "blows" life into us.
Just as we previously learned that God has mereynwile pleases (Romans 9:18), so also we readhHadre t
the Holy Spirit does his work when he pleases. Batbsages show us that God haslmligationto save us.

When he does so, it is an actgphce (undeserved kindness).

* John 3:8 The wind blows wherever it pleas&®u hear its sound, but you cannot tell whepaihes
from or where it is going. So it is with everyormrbof the Spirit.

Jesus uses the wind to illustrate how the Spiritk&oWhat do we learn from his illustration?

What the Spirit does is shown in the previous \&réecording to v. 5-8, what does he do?

The concept "born again” has often been distofftbc isnot something thapeopledo! It is the work of
God, and focuses on the "sovereignty" aspect ghtah. It's true that a person must be "born gfjain
order to be saved. But you cattimmandsod to do it!

Later in the chapter, in the famous verse John, 3d8us shifts his focus to the human respongibilit
aspect of salvation. If you are willing to do wiiais verse tells you to do - put your trust in Jend
all that is implied by this concept) - you can rassured that the Holy Spirit is working in you.

2. The Son reveals the Father.

e Matthew 11:27 "All things have been committed to me by my Fatderone knows the Son except
the Father, and no one knows the Father excepBtreand those to whom the Son chotsesveal
him."

e Luke 10:22 "All things have been committed to me by my Fatderone knows who the Son is except
the Father, and no one knows who the Father ispixbe Son and those to whom the Son chdoses
reveal him."



From the sovereignty perspective, how do we redemnaviedge of the Father?

The Son is qualified to reveal the Father, bectiusé&ather and the Son know each other exhaustively
(There isnothingin either that is not known to the other.) We bagin to know the Father (a
knowledge that will grow for eternity), if the Soeveals him to us. This is not just "fact knowing"
(which even the devil has), but includes experamr relational knowledge.

After making this statement, Jesus had somethisgydo thecrowd (people whaveren'this

followers), as well as to trepostleqpeople whaverehis followers).

e To the crowd (in the Matthew passage): Immediately after Jeddsesses the sovereignty issue
(about himchoosingto reveal the Father), he turns to the respoiisilslsue, inviting all to come to
him and tdearn from him! He offers them the opportunity to kndwvetFather! (See vs. 28-30.)

» To the apostleqin the Luke passage): Instead of this invitatiowdme and learn (which all the
apostles, except Judas, had already accepted),daikes out the fact that the apostles, having
already begun to know God, wdrkessedecause of it. (See vs. 23-24.)

3. The Son gives life (as does the Father).

« John 5:21 For just as the Father raises the dead and givestlife, even so the Son gives life to
whom he is pleasdd give it.

Both Father and Son give life in the same way. (Nogepthrases "just as" and "even so.") What factor
determines who Jesus gives life to?

4. The Son paid the penalty for our sins.

e Galatians 1:4 [... the Lord Jesus Christ] who gave himself for sus to rescue us from the present
evil age, according to the widlf our God and Father, ...

We live in an age controlled by evil - includingtpoestactsof evil, but the entirgalue systerof the
world around us. Jesus died not only to rescueams $infulactions but from sinfulvalues

Who's decision was it for Jesus to rescue us?

In a future study, we will see a number of verées tocus on Jesus' willingness to do the Fatheit's

God will keep us saved

Salvation, ifgenuineis secure, because of sovereignty. Fakes wisle fabpes abound. Scripture warns us
about this, and shows how to distinguish betweerfdke and the genuine. Unfortunately, fakes raarfmine
the Scriptures to find out. They go their merry Wigeling assured”; so the judgment that awaitstienot
what they expect.

In the following verses, sovereignty and respofiigitare shown working together. Because of this, terses
can apply only to people who hagenuinesalvation: those chosen by God (= the sovereigspeetive, as
already seen), who have repented, trusted and lhegibey him (= the human responsibility perspestto be
examined in a future lesson).



1. None will be lost.

* John 6:39 And this is the wilbf him who sent me, that | shall lose none oftet he has given me,
but raise them up at the last day.

Read v. 37-40. In v. 37, we learn that the Fatfngs and that peopleome Verse 39 tells us the
Father'swill or purposeconcerning those who have been given. This isvia@hd by verse 40, which
mentions the human responsibility aspect - the heepeople to believe or trust Jesus (and all ihat
implied by that concept).

According to this passage, how many of those gieaghe Son will lose their salvation?

What does the Father want Jesus to do for them?

This is not mere "wishful thinking" by the Fathbut something Jesus accomplished by his resurrectio
from the dead. Today, our future resurrectioguaranteed

2. Those who trust in the Son are guaranteed eternaifé (sovereignty/responsibility working together).

e John 6:40 For my Father's willis that everyone who looks to the Son and believiesn shall have
eternal life, and | will raise him up at the lasi\d

What will happen to those who trust Jesus?

This is not merely a "wish" on the Father's paris b sovereign choice by God, which Jesus will
accomplish for those who, from the human respolitsilperspective, look to the Son with an attituafe
trust.

God will provide gifts that will grow us in our sahtion

When Scripture talks about spirit-given gifts, #mphasis is on thgroup, rather than on isolateddividuals
Spirit-given gifts are for spiritual growth, andglgrowth normally occurs in the body of Christeagoup of
people.

1. He arranges the "body."

» 1 Corinthians 12:18 But in fact God has arranged the parts in the bagry one of them, just as
he wantedhem to be.

The analogy in this passage compares the "bodyho$Cto a physical body - many parts, but oneybod
All parts are needed and must work together.

Who determines the way the parts are to fit or wogether?

How should that influence our attitude about défg@rpeople’s gifts?




How important are you in the body? How importargveryone else? (Consider what the whole chapter
teaches.)

2. He distributes gifts.

1 Cor. 12:7,11 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spigiven for the common good.
[Verses 8-10 lists various examples of gifslljthese are the work of one and the same Sgainid, he
gives them to each one, just as he determines

Who is given gifts?

Why, or for what purpose?

How should this influence your attitude about ygifts? About other people's gifts?

Even the miracle gifts that were given to the dpsgiand to others who were with Jesus) were diged in
this manner. Consider the following verse:

Hebrews 2:3b-4 This salvation, which was first announced by thedl.aas confirmed to us by those
who heard him. God also testified to it by signshders and various miracles, and gifts of the Holy
Spirit distributed according to his will

3. Example: Paul was called to be an apostle by Goduxll.

Paul did not decide he wanted to be an apostlettemddemand that God "cooperate” with his desire.
Consider what he emphasizes in these verses:

1 Corinthians 1:1  Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus lewiiil of God, and our brother

Sosthenes, ...

2 Corinthians 1:1  Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the willGod, and Timothy our brother, ...
Ephesians 1:1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the willGod, ...

Colossians 1:1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the wilGod, and Timothy our brother, ...

2 Timothy 1:1  Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the willGod, according to the promise of life
that is in Christ Jesus, ...

Who chose to make Paul an apostle?

Some people makdemandghat God give them gifts of their own choosing.a¥should your attitude
be? Who has the right to decide who gets what gift?

Consistent with what we have already seen in 1rfluans 12, we see that Paul used his gift for the
common good - just al of us have an obligation to do with our gifts. We @evergiven gifts for
selfish purposes!
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The WILL of GOD

PART 4 - Responding to God's Sovereign Will

GOD'S SOVEREIGN WILL - How should we respond to it?

In previous lessons, we learned that our respdmséld include: 1) being careful about our attit(Bart 1), and
2) trusting God and rejoicing in our salvation @& and 3). Here in Part 4, we will look at ouedédo
acknowledge God's sovereign willail of life.

Acknowledge God's sovereign will in adif life

This includes: 1) aspects of our life that we trgontrol (our plans and the things we choose joaowell as,
2) aspects of life that are beyond our control &bions of other people, the forces of nature).etc

We like to be able to control things. Buanythings in life are beyond our control - and sorhthem make
absolutely no sense to us! Yet come what may, weaest assured that, when all the "loose piecesbarught
together in the end, the final result will be foetglory of God and the good of those who love K{lmthis
matter, Romans 8:28 is a good verse to consider.)

1. Acknowledging God’s will in our plans: "If God will s."

Planning is good; but ultimately, we know that @awon't always work the way we want them to. God's
sovereign willmightor might notinclude the things we plan. But either way, thesse applies.

« James 4:15 Instead [of boasting about your plans for the fefuyou ought to say, "If it is the Lord's
will, we will live and do this or that."

Consider how all-encompassing this is. How muchifefs included in the phrase, "this or that"?

How should God's sovereignty influence our plan-imgR

We don't always think about it, but when we malkenp| we normally assume we wille to do them! Yet
evenlife is not guaranteed! The parable of the rich fdaktrates this - Luke 12:13-21.

In addition to this command in James, Scripture akes the apostle Paul's travel plans as an egarhpl
how this "if God wills" attitude applies in lifetsiations. In the following verses, note that, 1aireast one
instance, Paul's plans dwdt succeed; and 2) two of the verses showphager (individually, as well as in
a group) should be an integral part of making plans

» Acts 18:20-21 When they asked him to spend more time with themetlined. But as he left, he
promised, "l will come back if it is God's willThen he set sail from Ephesus.



* Romans 1:10, 11a, 13a | pray that now at last by God's wihe way may be opened for me to come
to you. / | long to see you ... / | do not want yobe unaware, brothers, that | planned many titoes
come to you (but have been prevented from doingnsbnow).

* Romans 15:32 [Pray that] by God's willl may come to you with joy and together with yeu b
refreshed.

* 1 Corinthians 4:19a  But | will come to you very soon, if the Lord idlwg, ...

What condition, common to all these verses, woelgiinine whether or not Paul's travel plans would
succeed?

2. Acknowledging God's will at other times (an example

Many thingsdon'thappen the way we want them to. We often facatsttas in which our desires conflict
with the desires of others; and when things dantbgr way, we end up being greatly disappointedvHo
should we respond when such things happen? Wetdtesppart of God's sovereign will.

This truth is illustrated by the response of Pduknds, when he was about to do something thet th
thought would bring him great harm.

* Acts 21:10-14 ... a prophet named Agabus came down from Judeaair@oover to us, he took
Paul's belt, tied his own hands and feet with dl gaaid, "The Holy Spirit says, 'In this way the e
Jerusalem will bind the owner of this belt and \wWiind him over to the Gentiles." "

When we heard this, we and the people there pleattedPaul not to go up to Jerusalem. Then Paul
answered, "Why are you weeping and breaking mythéam ready not only to be bound, but also to

die in Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus©itMhe would not be dissuaded, we gave up and said,
"The Lord's willbe done."

When appropriate, we cdry to change the situation. But what should our fregponse be, whether or
not we succeed?

We live in a world in which many undesirable thirggsur. Think about some of the situations in your
life. How might you apply this principle to themPhis does not cancel the "human responsibility"
aspect of decision-making, which we will examingieater detail later.)

3. What if God's will includes unjust suffering?

We should be aware that God's sovereign will malugte suffering. This is a topic we would rathet no
think about, but it's a real issue. We need to fheassue and respond properly!

Because of the effects of sin in the world, paid death occur. These things are an unavoidablédfac
life," and are often quite unpredictable. Muchtaginot unjust; for we, the human race, brought much of it
upon ourselves when we chose to sin - collectiveydam, as well as every time we sin by our own
choice.



Even so, some suffering unjust. The following passage looks at the isdumifiering when doingood
(Doing good is one of the "fruits" of being a gamiChristian.) This may seem like one of the mogist
types of suffering; but in this present world,ohsetimes happens. This passage shows us how tnEsp
if, in God's sovereign will, it happens to us.

» 1 Peter 4:15-16, 19 If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer aetlor any other kind of criminal,
or even as a meddler. However, if you suffer akhias@ian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that yo
bear that name. ... So then, those who suffer doogto God's willshould commit themselves to their
faithful Creator and continue to do good.

What are the two types of suffering mentioned ia gassage?

Verse 19 applies to which one of these two typesuffering?

How should you respond when you are sufferingwag?

Based on what you know from other passages in t8ceiphow should you to respond if you are
experiencing thethertype of suffering?

We tend to get quite upset when we suffer unjustgrhaps (before we start complaining) we should
consider the example of unjust suffering that wgseeenced by someone much greater than us. (Read
John 18-19.)

Regarding the topic of suffering (especially thgughtype), there are many Scripture passageskioar us
how to respond. Examples include: Romans 5:1-8-89%; the books of James and 1 Peter; John 15;
Hebrews 11 (especially v. 35b-40 and 12:1-13);iRS8; Job (especially chapters 1-2 and 32-42);Lake
16: 19-31.

Follow Jesus regardless of what happens

The gospel of John illustrates this principle inearent that occurred some time before Jesus astémde
heaven. At that time, Jesus commented that thelag®ster would suffer a painful death. Peter's ediate
response was to look around and ask about thep@rsbn he saw nearby (the apostle John) - "Wiaitab
him?" Jesus' reply is quite instructive, not om\Peter, but also to us:

e John 21:21-23 (v. 18-19 - Jesus tells Peter how he will &Wghen Peter saw [the apostle John], he
asked, "Lord, what about him?" Jesus answered,Wiinthim to remain alive until | return, what is
that to you? You must follow me." Because of thesyumor spread among the brothers that this
disciple would not die. But Jesus did not say tietvould not die; he only said, "If 1 walim to
remain alive until | return, what is that to you?"

It's so easy to compare ourselves with others@sdy it is "unfair,” if our lot in life is worsénén
theirs! Yet how are we to respond?




Contrast all this to the response of the wicked: Ty sometimes use sovereignty
as an excuse for their choosing to sin!

God has promised that he will use all things tltato to accomplish good in the lives of those winelhim
(Romans 8:28). The wicked (a category that includiegeople who do not love God) have no such pronifise.
they were willing, they could make the promise aggtile to them - they just need to repent and follesus.
But mostaren'twilling to do this.

Scripture shows us that the wicked tendntake excusdsr their sins. Consider this verse:

* Romans 1:32 Although they know God’s righteous decree thatehelso do such things deserve
death, they not only continue to do these verygthlut also approve of those who practice them.

And if that weren't bad enough, they may evendrsttift the blame for their sinful conduct@mod!

* Romans 9:19 One of you will say to me: "Then why does God Isifiine us? For who resists his
will 2"

Note how their argument treats sovereignty andaresipility asoppositesFrom their perspective, the two
conceptsion'twork together, but fight against each other, iadte

The apostle's answer to this blame-shifting is $ed¢ine verses that come next in the passage:

* Romans 9:20-21 But who are you, O man, to talk back to God? "Swalht is formed say to him
who formed it, 'Why did you make me like this?be®not the potter have the right to make out ®f th
same lump of clay some pottery for noble purposdssame for common use?

(Part of verse 20 is based on two Old Testamersigoes, in which Israel was expressing the same evil
attitude: Isaiah 29:16; 45:9.)

Note the way Paul places sovereignty and respadmgibide-by-side. "Talking back to God" focuseslman
responsibility; the rest of the verse focuses aresmgnty. The two go together, cooperating, rathan
fighting against each other.

The only thing Godleservegredit for is ourighteousnessThough human responsibility is involved even in
this matter (i.e., ouchoiceto follow Jesus), we know that such choicesgainstour sinful human nature, and
are possible only because of the graciousness @f &no comes naturally to us; righteousness doesn't

How doyourespond: like a righteous person, or a wickedgetdVhat dgou give God credit for in
your life?
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The WILL of GOD

PART 5 - Sovereignty and Responsibility Working Togther

Deuteronomy 29:29 tells uThe secret things belong to the Lord our God,thatthings revealed belong to us
and to our children forever, that we may follow thaké words of this law.Though the full significance of this
verse goes beyond our main focus here, its empisagiste relevant to our study of various aspetisod's

will. Though certain aspects of Godvereigrwill are known to us, most of it is "secret." Magtwhat wedo
know about God's will involves those aspects ofilsrelated tohuman responsibility "the things revealed."”

God's "Moral" (or "Revealed") Will

In future lessons, we will be focusing on God'eliattion with us on theumanlevel. (This is the only way that
humans caactivelyinteract with him.) From this perspective, thentetGod's will* normally refers to the

moral precepts or obligations that we have a dutyoey. These are a reflection of God's holy agldteious
nature; and tmot do them is to reject God and all he is. (Thereatse a few verses in which God expresses his
desirefor our good. This is an expression of his love,dan be experienced by asly if we obey his moral
precepts. Tmot obey is to reject the good that God desires for us

God's moral precepts are sometimes described ats'@uealedwill" - in contrast to his $ecret (sovereign)
will. However, in some circumstances, the word &aed" could be confusing. After adlyerythingwe know
about God's will - even his sovereign will - isvealed." Otherwise we wouldn't know about it! Scewlusing
this term, we can minimize confusion by using dif& words to describe these two issues.

« God's will "'made known" - We can use the term "make known" (or somethingvadent), when
describing the fact that God gives us knowledgei®ivill. In this senseany aspect of God's will
can be "made known" to us, if he wishes to do so.

« God's"revealed" will - We can use the term "revealed will,” when déseg the moral obligations
we have been given. This aspect of God's will fesun human responsibility, and will often be
used incontrastto God's sovereign will (though not @onflict with it). This concept can also be
used to refer to the verses which express Godigedes our good, since this good can be attained
only through following God's moral will.

In this study, we will use the term "moral will"ubit is good to know that both terms are oftenduse

Contrasting "sovereign will" and "moral (revealed) will"

God'ssovereignwill is alwaysaccomplished. In contrast, Godwral will might or might not be accomplished,
depending on how we respond - i.e., theiceswe make.

We may choose to obey God's moral will; we mayataje But either way we choose, there will be umdable
consequencebased on our choice§od has decreed (= sovereign will) that our etliedestiny will be
consistentwith our response to his moral will (= human resgbility). So when we reject his moral will, we
deprive ourselves of the eternal good that is astwith it - a good that God wishes ("wills") &l have.



Here is a comparison of these two types of "will":

Sovereign Will
(Also called "God'secretdecree.")

How God interacts with us:

God interacts with us as ti@reatorover his
creatures.

We cannot fully comprehend this relationship,
since we cannot experience what it is to be
uncreated

We can learn something about it from the "potf
and clay" analogy that Scripture gives us -
Romans 9:21; Isaiah 29:16; 64:8.

What it includes:

We can observe it in the historical facts of
Scripture, in prophecy (facts that haven't yet
occurred), and through observation of world
history.

Except for prophecy, God's sovereign wilhist
made known to us, untifter it happens.

When it involves prophecy, it will not always
include all the details wevant (to satisfy our
curiosity), but only what weeed It will reveal
enough to show us that God is in control and t
we cantrust him, but will not answer all our
guestions.

When it involves world history, it must be
interpreted based on the teachings of Scripturg
Historians can make mistakes.

Many events in history will not make sense to
because we cannot see the full picture (includi
the future Day of Justice, which will resolve thg
issue of evil and injustice in the world).

p

How/when it occurs:
It occurs no matter what happens.

How we are to respond to it:

Our response to it jsassive

When it occurs, we should acknowledge and
accept it. (Examples dfowwe are to respond
have already been seen in previous sections of
this study.)

In a few instances in the past (such as Jesus'
fulfillment of prophecy), the response would h3
beenactive (But the responding would still hav
taken place within the realm of human
responsibility.)

Key word to govern our condu@rccept
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Moral Will
(Also called "God'sevealedwill or precepts.”)

How God interacts with us:

God interacts with us on our level ("person-to-
person").

We find this relationship much easier to
understand, since this level is where we exist.
We can illustrate this interaction several ways
(depending on the situation) - like a king
interacting with a servant, a friend with a friead,
parent with a child, etc.

What it includes:

It includes: 1) the commands and obligations
found in Scripture (as understood within their
context), and 2) God's expression of his desires
for our good.

God's moral will has been made known to us; but
we mustchooseto obey it, since our choices will
determine whether or not it is accomplished in
our lives.

The moral obligations are associated with
consequences for one's choice of action. We can
decide if we want to obey; but either way, there
will be consequences that we cannot control.
God's moral will governs all aspects of life. Many
of the commands are "open-ended," allowing for
a great amount dfeedom provided that we don't
choose to do evil (which resultsstaveryto sin).

glow/when it occurs:
It occurs only when we choose to do it.

How we are to respond to it:

Our response to it should betive

We should obey it (if a direct command) or
choose in a way that is most fitting (if a general
expression of God's desire for our good).

If we are unwilling to do it, it will not occur. Bu
consequences for our choices will later occur that
we cannotchoose.

God's revealed will gives us a great amount of
freedom. But the way we exercise this freedom
must be influenced by the effect our choice has
on us, as well as the extent to which it expresses
love for God and neighbor.

Key word to govern our conducThoosgto

obey).



Sovereignty and responsibility work together - illistrated in Jesus' life

Scripture contains many verses that illustrate sogety and responsibility working together. Suehnses
should be a source of encouragement to us, sinogrécy to what the world teaches), these two Eatbges
work together without conflict. As followers of dess we have nothing to fear!

For example, from the "sovereignty" perspectivesthwho receive salvation will grow in their salwat- for

God has determined it to be that way. However, ftioen"responsibility” perspective, those who reeeiv
salvation will bewilling to do the things necessary for growth - for th@poese of a saved person to the saving
work of God will beactive notpassive

We don't have to worry abobibw"sovereignty” and "responsibility” work togethertins matter. We just need
to do what God tells us to do (our responsibilignd lethim "worry" about the sovereignty aspect of our
salvation! (This attitude would also applyegweryother area of life.)

Jesus' life is filled with examples of sovereigatd responsibility working together. Two exampigressly
related to the will of God, are given below. Frdmge, we can see that both good and evil choicds ima
people will fall into place within God's sovereigarpose.

The first example is related f@susactions.

« It involves his willingchoiceto live in a way that showed love for God and nbmh He made choices as a
human(though he was aware of his deity) that would lteaayprophecy being fulfilled - things that God
sovereignlywilled to happen.

e It was an act that resulted in the greatest goodsalvation.

The second example involves the leaders who rejeesus.
« When they chose to sin, thalsofulfilled God's sovereign will by their willful chioes.
« It was an act that resulted in the greatest eggud’ crucifixion.

Both of these involved human choices (= responsipilyet both were related to God's sovereign eecr

Jesus chose to do what God sovereignly decreed
This is an example of sovereignty and responsytilitaction, working together.
1. You don't want sacrifice, but a body... "l have cone to do your will..."

The author of Hebrews quotes an Old Testament gasaad shows how it was related to Jesus' chinice.
this passage, we see that Jesus' willing obedigmeght about a salvation thab animal sacrifice could
everaccomplish.

* Hebrews 10:5-10 Therefore, when Christ came into the world, he s&a@crifice and offering you
did not_desirebut a body you prepared for me; with burnt offigs and sin offerings you were not
pleased. Then | said, 'Here | am--it is written abme in the scroll-- | have come to do your will
God.'" First he said, "Sacrifices and offeringsirnt offerings and sin offerings you did not desnor
were you pleased with them" (although the law resgpithem to be made). Then he said, "Here | am, |
have come to do your willHe sets aside the firfdacrifices, etc.{o establish the secorjlis will]. And
by that will, we have been made holy through the sacrifichebbdy of Jesus Christ once for all.



The passage quoted is from Psalms 40:6-8, anddseauswilling obedience. The author of Hebrews
paraphrases this passage (patterning it afterrqn@egeek translation of the Psalms) to show thecHc
way that Jesus fulfilled this obedience. Throughiticarnation (Jesus taking on human fledimdy- as
described in Philippians 2:5-8), Jesus demonsttagedillingness to do God's will. His obedienceswa
to the point of death (Philippians 2:8) - and ulitely resulted in his resurrection and our salvatio

The sovereignty aspect of this passage is seeerge\¥. Not only did Jesehooseo do God's will
(human responsibility), but what he chose to do waien about in Scripture, centuries before rekidi
His actions were prophesied (an expression of sayety), yet when Jesus came, he fulfilled the
prophecies bghoice

What did Godhot desire?
(Such things were necessary because of sin, byttbee only of temporary value. God desired
something much better: something that would reautiepermanentemoval of sin.)

The wicked leaders chose to sin; their actions afstiilled part of God's sovereign decree

In previous lessons, we saw some verses that shomeeday that sovereignty and responsibility wardgether
in the lives of the wicked. (Example: God has seigtly decreed that their eternal destiny will ppr@priate
for the choices they make in this life.) In theses listed below, we see a different focus: God tise actions
of the wicked to accomplistpoodfor people who love God. We must remember, howetet it was not the
intention of these wicked people to do this good} they will be held accountable for their decisioro evil.

These verses demonstrate how sovereignty and raiiy come together. The event described isgieatest
evil that people have ever committed; yet it ieaample of sovereignty and responsibility workiagdther
("God delivered / you did...").

» Acts 2:23-24 This man [Jesus of Nazareth] was handed over tobyoGod's set purposend
foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked,mpebhim to death by nailing him to the cross. But
God raised him from the dead, freeing him fromageny of death, because it was impossible for death
to keep its hold on him.

» Acts 4:27-28 Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with&entiles and the people of Israel
in this city to conspire against your holy servdasus, whom you anointed. They did what your power
and will had decided beforehand should happen.

What did the humans do?

What did God do?

Those involved in killing Jesus were not thinkirgpat sovereignty when they were making their deaisi
to kill him. They were doing what they wanted tq tlee result of their choices. Yet in all of their
wickedness, God was accomplishing his sovereigpqags.
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The WILL of GOD
PART 6 - Learning God's Will (How God Makes It Possible)

The emphasis in this section is God'srole in enabling us to know his will. But since so®gnty and
responsibility work together (as always), we havesponsibility to search for God's will, to leasrand (if it
involves moral obligations) to live it. We will jedged based on our willingness to do this.

What can we know about God's will?

Everything we know about God's will, whether soigmeor moral, is known to usnly because God has made
it known to us. But there are great differencesvben the various aspects of God's will, as fawlaatwe can
know andhowwe can learn it.

Of the two, God'sovereignwill is the most mysterious. Most aspects of it moe¢ given to us beforehand, and
we learn about it onlgfter it occurs - as history unfolds.

God's sovereign will

Scripture tells us that God is actively at workhe world, upholding all things, and guiding alingys in such a
way that it will ultimately bring honor and glorg him, and good for all who love him. This activisyoften
called "providence." All things that occur - inclad all human activities and things that occurna hatural
order of things (the "laws of nature") - have acplan God's providence. Even human sin and afigtsible
consequences accomplish God's providential purpasisn taken together with the end results thlitogcur
at the Day of Justice.

Because of this, history can be described as 'iheaking of God's providence." Thereparposein the
events of history, though at the present, muclhisfgurpose cannot be understood. At the predengvents
that occur in this world often make no sense teasl often seems to triumph over good. Even sad G in
control, and will resolve all issues at the Daylostice. This is the reason we can have hope.

Prophecy is théuture aspect of God's sovereign will, just as histofhespastaspect. Scripture tells us many
things about this future aspect of God's sovereidjn This does not mean we have direct prophettiat we

can personallghooseo fulfil, the way Jesus did (Hebrews 10:5-10; atv 26:51-56; Luke 24:44; etc.).
Rather, the main purpose of prophecy is to enceuagto give us a glimpse of God's glory, anchtmasus

that theras a coming day in which all things will be made tighnd though there is much we can know about
the future, many of the details will remain a mygtentil its fulfillment takes place.

There is an aspect of God's sovereign will thatemel to overlook. This is th@owerthat belongs to it. Not
only does God "will" for things to happen, but trexy act of God "willing" something is enoughdauseit to
happen. God's sovereign will has no competitioarghs no enemy (such as Satan) who can hinder @it
wills. As seen in the previous lesson, the greaeisthat Satan can do will only succeed (agaBatan's
intentions) to accomplish God's sovereign will.cgiicod's sovereign will is holy, righteous and gooe who
are willing to submit to his rule have nothing &af - and everything to rejoice in!



God's moral will

In contrast to the mysterious or "hidden" natur&ofl's sovereign will, Godraoral will (sometimes known as
his "revealed"will) is clear and capable of being understoodd Gas embedded the basic aspects of his will -
the moral law - in our consciences (Romans 2:14-<dbjhat even thoseithout Scripture are capable of
understanding something about right and wrong (¢veugh their understanding may be imperfect, aodgh
they may deaden their awareness of it through tedesnning). However, the fullest expression otiGanoral
will is given to us inScripture- and we have the opportunity (and duty) to leahatit says.

The Biblein its totalitycommunicates God's revealed will - sometimes thnaligect statements (such as
commands and prohibitions), and sometimes indiréstich as general principles, examples, etc.).tWisays
encompasses all of life, showing us whether a mestteequired, forbidden, or a matter of persomafgrence
(taking into consideration circumstances, abilinesl interests). What it teaches comes in two forms

» Facts- Taken within context, these are to influencealues and how we think.
» Commands When the context shows they are applicable, theséo influence our actions, choices and
conduct. (Whemotapplicable, they are to be treated like factsuigrficing our values and thoughts.)

We must respond rightly to what Scripture sayspiareternal destiny will be related to our choiggsd has
sovereignly decreed that what happens to us inigtenustbe in accordance with our responses! (This includes
our need to respond to the good news, by repefrting our sins and trusting Jesus for salvation.)

Two methods of revelation

This series of lessons focuses mainly on God makimgill known througtScripture This is sometimes
called "special revelation," because it comes tiydom God, is totally without error iall matters without
exception, and is to be the foundation for all hiek and do. (Jesus Christ, the "Word of God" -nJaH. -
could also be described as "special revelationhftaod. But since Jesus is mpdtysicallypresent at this time,
all we have at the moment is the Scriptures, adled the "Word of God" - Hebrews 4:12 - which thely
Spirit uses to guide us.)

There is a second method of revelation, which msetones called "general revelation." Since all togais
revelatory of God (Psalm 19:1-3; Romans 1:20),@ond providentiallyaccomplishes his purposes in creation,
certain aspects of his will can be understood tinahhe world around us. However, we can understand
accuratelynlyto the extent that we build our understanding @enftundation oScripture(special revelation).
Otherwise, because of the effects of sin on credtiecluding its effects on the way we think), eannot
interpret creation the way God intended.

Evenbeforesin entered the world, the first two created husmageded a basic framework for interpreting the
world (general revelation) correctly! This is tleason for the instructions that God gave them ineGis 1-2.
When the humans chose to @gainstthose instructions, only then did sin and its eguences enter the world
- creating a barrier to understanding that onlygraze of God can overcome.

Our perception of science and history is imperféét.cannotsee the full picture, and what e see is
impacted by the effects of sin in the world. Be@aosthis, the full significance of these thingdlwot be
understood until after the coming Day of Justicetilthen, we should not be surprised if theretares when
our perceptions don't seem to agree with Scriptespecially if we reject Scripture before we ebegin to
start!

Here is a summary of the ways God uses these twlooae of revelation:



e Sovereign will:

- Through special revelation, we learh) how God worked in thpast(historical portions of Scripture,
often with an explanation of the event's signifioan and 2) how God will work in tHeture
(prophecy).

- Through general revelation we lear@od's works in history (i.e., events as they hajppes
interpreted by Scripture.

e Moral will:
- Through special revelation, we learh) moral commands and prohibitions; and 2) prilesp
teachings, and illustrations.
- Through general revelation we learh) a basic understanding of the moral law (embeddthin our
consciences by God); and 2) circumstances thatimflagnce how we apply Scripture principles (in
matters of freedom, where there is no direct conth@arprohibition).

God makes his will known to us

All Scripture is an expression of God's will, but heeswill look at three New Testament passagesdinattly
mention the concept of God making his will knownith a greater emphasis being on $usereigrwill.
(Future lessons have a greater focus on Godisl will.)

In these passages, we learn what God is goingctngalish in the future (two passages, focusing on
sovereignty), and the means God has used to corgatarhis will to us (one passage, encompassing both
sovereignty and responsibility).

1. God tells us his will for the future, and that he vill accomplish it through Jesus Christ.

The hope of all creation is centered in Jesus Cl@&isd has been pleased to tell us about this Ndjeehave
a wonderful future, onguaranteedo happen, because it is part of God's sovereitjn wi

This hope is part of God's eternal plan. In theofeing passage, we learn that this plan was pa@azf's
sovereign willeven before the world was creat@phesians 1:4). But certain details were nokpetvn to
people until after Christ came to earth - whiclvisy it is described as a "mystery."

» Ephesians 1:9-10 And he made known to us the mystery of hisawdbrding to his good pleasure,
which he purposed in Christ, to be put into effelsen the times will have reached their fulfillmetat-
bring all things in heaven and on earth togethedemone head, even Christ.

What is God going to accomplish in Christ?

In the verses that follow this passage, the apostiends us about God's role in our salvation:

» Ephesians 1:11-12 In him we were also chosen, having been predestinedrding to the plan of him
who works out everything in conformity with thegseof his_will, in order that we, who were the first
to hope in Christ, might be for the praise of Higrg.

This shows us that God's eternal plan includesalwation. Our future is directly related to whaid3lans
to accomplish in Christ! Ultimately, it will resuilh the praise of his glory (v. 12). (We have afigioked
atv. 11-12 in Part 2 of this study, which focuseeécifically on God's role in salvation.)



2. God tells us his will for the future: what he is gong to accomplish for his people.

When God called the apostle Paul (Acts 9), oneaol'® duties was to proclaim to us "the Word of God
its fullness" (Colossians 1:25). Because of this,new have the fullest expression of what God has
revealed in his Word. As with the Ephesians pasghgaletails were not known in previous centuries
which his why they are described as a "mysterygsghthings are now made known to God's people (the
"saints"), including the Gentiles (non-Jews) whaeveriginally excluded from God's blessings (Epaesi
2:12).

* Colossians 1:25-27 | have become [the church's] servant by the comansSod gave me to present
to you the word of God in its fullness-- the mystbat has been kept hidden for ages and genemtion
but is now disclosed to the saints. To them Godchaserto make known among the Gentiles the
glorious riches of this mystery, which is Chrisywou, the hope of glory.

As seen in this passage, it was God's will (desirghoice) to reveal these things. They are pahiof
sovereign will, and are directly related to ouwuatin Christ.

Because we (God's people) are "in Christ," we lzavepe(something to look forward to) that the world
does not have. What is it?

Other Scripture passages describe this glory.dbmpasses all that God has in store for us inuhed - a
time when we will be in God's presence, and sinahits effects will be gone. It is a glory thaasvattained
by Jesus, through his death and resurrection; aldak forward to it with great anticipation (ourdpe”).
Though our present circumstances may involve shanitChrist'ssuffering we know the day is coming in
which we will share in higlory (Romans 8:17-18; 1 Peter 4:13; 5:10); for we Ha@meunitedwith him
("in Christ," v. 27).

We may ask, "What about the wicked? Are they hgs#ydost, since the things described in theseegals
not include them?" To answer this question, we neddok at thehuman responsibilitaspect of the issue.
These thingganapply to the wicked, if they become willing to esp of their sin and trust Jesus for
salvation. (This is whatie needed to do, in order for these verses to applg}

3. God made his will known to Paul, so that Paul couldell it to others.

God chose specific people to make his will knowpttzers. In this passage, we read about God'se&hmic
make his will known to Paul, and then (through Psubther people. This included aspects of Gousal
will (such as the command to repent, which requaressponse from us), as well as certain detadstafis
sovereigrwill (such as what he is going to accomplish thtodgsus Christ).

e Acts 22:14-15 Then he [Ananias] said [to Saul (Paul)]: "The Gofdour fathers has chosen you to
know his willand to see the Righteous One and to hear words fiise mouth. You will be his witness to
all men of what you have seen and heard."

In Acts 20:27, Paul summarized his ministry by sgythat he carefully proclaimed "the whole will@bd."

In that passage, the term "will of God" probablfereed toeverythingthat Paul taught, including the need to
repent and to trust Jesus Christ for salvatione (&&s 20:20-21.) Here, in Acts 22:14-15, the enspghis

on the fact that Godhoseto make his will known. It is because God did ttist Paul knew what to say.
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The WILL of GOD
PART 7 - God's Moral Will for Our Lives: What is it? (1)

When a person asks about God's will for his liejdinormally asking about moral obligations - Gadbral or
"revealed" will. Response to such questions inveluanan responsibilityin this matter, we have an obligation
to do or obeywhat God wills.

This aspect of God's will is unlike Godgvereigrwill, for there is no guarantee that it will be @oThe person
might be unwilling obey; and in this case, God'8 whis revealed moral will - wouldot be accomplished. (As
observed in previous lessons, a person's respangdd Wwave no effect on Godgssvereignwill. His response
would fit with God's sovereignty, regardless of whig choice might be.)

Why We Need God's Moral Will

God desires our good; and the moral law shows wsvim can experience it. Though sin and injustiaesea
this good to not always bemmediatelyseen, in the long run, people who do these thitjexperience the
good - the blessings - that God promises for ath vave him.

We can choose to live a different way, if we walle can violate God's moral will, and the resulty maen
seem rewarding for a while. But in the end (if sobner), horrible consequences will occur. Whyisz
Righteous conduchustbe rewarded, and sinustbe punished, because God is holy and righteous Eve
events in life don't seem to happen this way, lit @dcur at the Day of Justice; and we will expeoe the
consequences for our choices.

All of us have sinned. We have abandoned the rigigtevay that results in blessing, and have gonewar
ways - ways thatarndeath (Romans 6:23a). Yet God, in his mercy, lii@senl forgiveness (through
repentance and trust in Jesus), and has shows uslhiso that we can live. The very fact that Gas given
us his will - providing us a way taot receive the punishment we deserve - is an expressilove. God is love,
but by the very nature of things, people who refgstvill have rejected hiwve Though God's love is freely
offered, those who reject his will and refuse toemforfeit that love.

What is God's Moral Will? (The general concept)

All of God's Word (taken within context) can be ddstias the "will of God." Yet we can summarizeoait
obligations in ten basic commandments (Exodus 20)1These ten basic commandments can be further
summarized by the two greatest commands, "Love @od"'Love neighbor" (as described in Matthew 22:37
40; also in Deuteronomy 6:5 and Leviticus 19:18).

Paul described what he taught as being "the will Gbd"

Many Scripture passages show us that Paul usedith€estament (as did all the other apostles), when
proclaiming the good news about Jesus. We also Eawut what he taught in the book of Acts andisn h
writings (nearly half of the New Testament books).



In Acts 20:20-21, Paul summarizes his messagenbiggj with ageneralstatement about what he preached,
followed by aspecificstatement about the content of the good news (aabvation):

e Acts 20:20-21 You know that | have not hesitated to preach angtkthat would be helpful to you but
have taught you publicly and from house to houkavke declared to both Jews and Greeks that they
must turn to God in repentance and have faith inlaard Jesus.

A few verses later, he summarizes all this in tllWwing statement:

* Acts 20:26-27 Therefore, | declare to you today that | am innda#rthe blood of all men. For |
have not hesitated to proclaim to you the wholé efilGod.

The previous verses (v. 20-21) explain what thiedie will of God" was.

What made Paul innocent?

What is implied if wedon'tteach the whole will of God?

Obviously, we don't need the phrase "will of Gottaehed to a Scripture passage to know that ipid'Gwill!
But below are some specific passagesdbanclude that phrase (or something equivalent).

What is God's Moral Will? (Some specific examples)

The following passages include the phrase "wilGofl" (or equivalent). They illustrate some basiogples
about God's will.

Righteousness, instead of sin
In this section, the basic focus of the commangpréssions of God's will) is "love for God."
1. Holiness, not sexual immorality

As you read this passage, remember that the wartttified" refers to the process of beconinudy. As we
see later in the passage, God saved us for thegeigd becoming holy, not for indulging in sin. (Fh
passage focuses on sexual sin; but Scripturend®ke, says the same thing aballttypes of sin.)

» 1 Thessalonians 4:3-8 Itis God's willthat you should be sanctified: that you shouldidgexual
immorality; that each of you should learn to comins own body in a way that is holy and honorable,
not in passionate lust like the heathen, who ddknotv God; and that in this matter no one should
wrong his brother or take advantage of him. Thedwill punish men for all such sins, as we have
already told you and warned you. For God did ndt aa to be impure, but to live a holy life. Thene,
he who rejects this instruction does not reject inanGod, who gives you his Holy Spirit.

This passage is quite pertinent in today's socitgn we consider the typical attitude people have
toward sexuality, and the way they dissociate seswraduct from issues of holiness and morality&(Se
also 2 Peter 2.)



Many peopladon'tconsider holiness and sexual immorality to be nmgatible opposites - and their
actions show it. But what does Scripture say?

2. Genuine godliness, not pretension

* Revelation 3:16-18 So, because you are lukewarm--neither hot nor eloéan about to spit you out
of my mouth. You say, 'l am rich; | have acquiregkh and do not need a thing.' But you do notireal
that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and edk | counseyou to buy from me gold refined in the
fire, so you can become rich; and white clothea¢ar, so you can cover your shameful nakedness; and
salve to put on your eyes, SO you can see. [etc.]

The church at Laodicea had everything a church migimt, as far as external appearances were cattern
But God could see their hearts; and like the religileaders of Jesus' day (Matthew 23:27-28), pbaple
saw on the outside did not match wigatd saw on the inside. Jesus' counsel ("will") forlspeople is for
them to receivérom himeverything that is necessary so that their liaeslmecome genuinereflection of
Christ's life, rather than pretension and supetitgi.

Today, this problem is characteristicnnychurches. It is easy to point this out; but wedneeevaluate
ourselves, and see if there is any wicked way witlsi Then, having dealt with our own sins, we will be
able to encourage others to deal with theirs.

Take a few moments to consider these things andyleommight benefit from what this passage teaches.
(There can be value in considering what it saysnefithe passagdoesn'tfully apply to you.)

Godly values

In each of these passages, two things are cordr&iththings described aigood and in most situations, both
are important and needed. But here we learn tleat ils a necessary order of priority in which theg/to be
done. In each case, one of the things takes precedwer the other (even whieathare being done).

Giving one thing precedence over another is actdle of values Normally, there is no conflict between the
values illustrated in these verses. However, braflict doesoccur (as illustrated by the second group of
passages), the higher value would take priority tive lower.

1. Giving one's self to God is to be done before giwgnone's possessions to help others

e 2 Corinthians 8:1-5 And now, brothers, we want you to know about tlegthat God has given the
Macedonian churches. Out of the most severe thaly overflowing joy and their extreme poverty
welled up in rich generosity. For | testify thaethgave as much as they were able, and even beyond
their ability. Entirely on their own, they urgeniiyeaded with us for the privilege of sharing imsth
service to the saints. And they did not do as wea&®d, but they gave themselves first to the hodd
then to us in keeping with God's will

Their attitude was the result of God's grace waykinthin them (verse 1). Their giving wasn't byder
it was a voluntary expression lofve on their part. As for priorities, they were so mumn tune” with
God's will, that the apostles were surprised! (Thag grown in their "spiritual maturity” more thtre
apostles realized.)



This passage illustrates the relationship betwieerbligations to "love God" and "love neighbordvie
for neighbor is important, and should not be naglécBut love for God should corfiest. Then love
for neighbor can be done in a way that is sinceo¢ ljypocritical) and honoring to God.

What can we learn from their example? How shouidfitience our conduct and our giving?

2. Mercy takes precedence over religious activities écemonial duties, religious practices, etc.)

We need to emphasize the fact that "love for Gedbt the same as "love for religious activities." Ldoe
God is expressed by our moral conduct (a desirbdbness), and by the way we respond to the Wérd o
God. Religious activities can have value, but tbay easily be done with a pretentious spirit.

Love for God is the greatest of all commands (Mai#tl22:37-38). It must have tinghestpriority in our
lives, taking precedence over love for neighbothmfollowing passages, we discover the prindipé
love for neighbor takes precedence over the perfgrof ceremonial rituals, religious duties, etc.

e Matthew 12:1-2, 7-8 At that time Jesus went through the grainfieldshenSabbath. His disciples
were hungry and began to pick some heads of graiheat them. When the Pharisees saw this, they
said to him, "Look! Your disciples are doing whatnlawful on the Sabbath.". If you had known
what these words mean, 'l desimercy, not sacrifice,' you would not have condetthe innocent. For
the Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath."

The religious leaders had just condemned the agsofsit picking some grain to eat on the Sabbath (a
holy day). Jesus showed them that they veasggeratinghe intent of the religious ceremonial law (v.
3-6), and told them that love for people ("meragdk precedence over religious duties.

When people elevate religious activities to theslef "love for God" (failing to make a distinctidoetween
the two), it is quite easy to develop a self-righte attitude of superiority over others, as illattd by the
religious leaders described here. Consider alséottmving passage:

* Matthew 9:10-13 While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew's housayrtax collectors and
"sinners" came and ate with him and his discip®ben the Pharisees saw this, they asked his désgipl
"Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors @&nthers'?"  On hearing this, Jesus said, "lbct
the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. Budrgblearn what this means:_'| desimeercy, not
sacrifice.' For | have not come to call the rightisp but sinners."”

These "tax collectors and 'sinners' " needed salatnd Jesus was there to bring it to them! $ubes
was an expression of "love for neighbor"! (The péaf the good Samaritan, Luke 10:25-37, also
illustrates this. Two of those who passed by thotggt their religious duties were more importdoart
love for neighbor.)

Consider how you can demonstrate the right presitwhen you are involved in activities relatedoieel
for God, love for neighbor, and various types difjfeus activities. (Do this on a separate paper.)

In the next lesson, we will look at more example&od's will, focusing on our response to unpleésan
circumstances.
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The WILL of GOD

PART 8 - God's Moral Will for Our Lives: What is i t? (2)

In Part 7, we saw some Scripture verses thatfitet two basic principles about God's will. Thissduded:

* The need to pursue righteousnes3his is a concept related to our love for God. Veleehan obligation to
live a holy life (rather than living in sin) and bave agenuinegodliness (rather than superficial pretension).

* The need to have godly valuedhis is a realization that certain moral obligatidake precedence over
others. Normally, moral obligations @ot conflict with each other; and all can be obeyéthdydo
conflict (because we live in a world influenceddny), there is an order of priority that shows usch
obligation should be obeyed first. We learned thaate for God" takes priority over "love for neighy"
and "love for neighbor" takes priority over "rebgis activities and duties." (We also saw that ielig
activities arenotthe same as "love for God.")

Here, in Part 8, we will look at: 1) the basictatiie we must have @l of life, and 2) some specific issues
related tosuffering(with an emphasis on suffering for Jesus' sake).

The basic attitude we must have in all of life
Certain attitudes are to characterize our liveslaimes. Consider the following passage:

» 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanksaith circumstances, for
this is God's wilffor you in Christ Jesus.

These three commands are related; and the phtases'God's will"* applies to all of them.

« Thefirst command ("be joyful always") focuses on what isgeapng in our lives.

« Thethird command ("give thanks in all circumstances”) fesusn what God is doing.

» Between these is tleecondcommand ("pray continually™), the link that contsewhat is happening
in our lives and what God is doing.

Some initial considerations

We tend to think that it is more difficult to obthese commands when life's circumstancedadeln reality, it
can be just as difficult to obey them when circuanses argood for we tend to forget about the God who gave
us those blessings.

How about you? What ageur tendencies? How often do you remember to obettieee commands,
when life's circumstances seem pleasant?

How about times when life's circumstances arealift?

In obeying these commands, we need to considesshe of motives. All three commands can be obeyed
way that honors God, or in a way that is pretersticelf-centered and self-serving. This would iefice the



reasons we rejoice or give thanks, as well as détere of our praying. Wrong motives related to nfohese
commands are illustrated in one of Jesus' paraddesxpressed in the prayer of a religious leader:

e Luke 18:11 The Pharisee stood up and prayed about himseldd;&thank you that | am not like
other men--robbers, evildoers, adulterers--or elifem this tax collector."

A look at these three commands

As we look at these commands, our main focus wilbb our attitude duringnpleasansituations - the types
of situations we have the greatest tendency to mpbout. But as we consider how to apply thenifépwe
should also consider how to responghi@easantsituations.

1.

"Be joyful (= rejoice) always" (v. 16)

This joy is not based on external circumstancespbwhat Jesus has accomplished on the crosspért
of the "fruit of the Spirit" (Galatians 5:22), 903 a characteristic or trait that will be presgnthose who
follow Jesus. This joy is not merely an "inner fieg|" but affects theholeperson; so it is natural for it to
find expression, and to be shared with others.

In the New Testament, we observe two recurring teeraelated to this joy:
1) It can continue in the midst of suffering.
2) ltis connected to our future hope.

These two themes are related. @uure hope goes beyond opresentcircumstances. This is the reason we
can have joy, when situations in life seem hopeléssl is at work in our lives (as implied in v. 18p we

can rest assured that ther@isposein the things we presently experience. Our presefiiering (which is
temporary) is linked to future glory (which is etal), so even physicdeathcannot undo the hope we

have!

Consider these passages, related to joy, suffandgur future hope:

» 2 Corinthians 6:10aandColossians 1:24 [Related to the persecution Paul experienced, fo
proclaiming the good news about Jesuskorrowful, yet always rejoicing/..Now | rejoice in what
was suffered for you ...

* Matthew 5:11-12 "Blessed are you when people insult you, persgauieand falsely say all kinds of
evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glchuse great is your reward in heaven, for & th
same way they persecuted the prophets who wereebgdfo."

» James 1:2-4 Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever yoe faials of many kinds, because you
know that the testing of your faith develops pezsswce. Perseverance must finish its work so tbat y
may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.

» 1 Peter 4:13 But rejoice that you participate in the sufferingfSChrist, so that you may be overjoyed
when his glory is revealed.

» 1 Peter 1:6-7 In this[looking forward to what God has in store for yel greatly rejoice, though
now for a little while you may have had to suffaefin all kinds of trials. Thesprials] have come so
that your faith--of greater worth than gold, whipkrishes even though refined by fire--may be proved
genuine and may result in praise, glory and honbewJesus Christ is revealed.



2. "Pray continually" (v. 17)

This command is like a "bridge" between our rejagcin our circumstances (v. 16) and our thankfidrfes
what God is doing in those circumstances (v. 18).

This command doasot mean we must be constantly mentioning prayer gque God! It refers to an
attitude of the heart, in which we desire what @edires. It involves a constant awareness of God's
presence, and an ongoing fellowship with him. Peshae could compare this attitude to the way two
friends can be walking together, drifting in and otiactual conversation... except that fellowshifh God
is more thanust being with a friend!

Part of this ongoing attitude of prayer would ird#ua reflection on what God has said to us in hasdV
3. "Give thanks in all circumstances" (v. 18)

This command tells us to express appreciationaefuiness for what God is doing. This is a thalmdss
that risesabovecircumstances.

Obviously, it is not always easy for us to see whatl is doing - especially when we are going thioug
trials. But we know that Goid at work, because he has told us he is! This isghgon we can say with
confidence:

* Romans 8:28 We know that in all things God works for the gobthose who love him, who have
been called according to his purpose.

From the "human responsibility” perspective, we nacknowledge that these three attitudiesGod's moral
will for us; and we need to learn to do them. Ftbm "God's sovereignty" perspective, we must ackadge
that these things come as the result of God's wbsklvation in us. Such attitudes don't cama&urally, but are
the result of the Spirit being present in us!

At times, we may find it difficult to obey thesadle commands, because our old way of life (beiddiethe
"flesh" or sinful nature) constantly fights our neway of life (being led by the Spirit). But it iDdess an
obligation for us (and faall people). All three of these commands are partad'€smoral will.

Responding the right way, when life's circumstancemclude suffering

Here are a selection of verses related to GodigsaVereign and moral), as it pertains to sufigrnvith an
emphasis on suffering for the sake of Christ (agkvhen experiencing persecution).

1. The need to do good at all times, and especially wh others oppose you.

It is God'smoral will that we should do gooat all times If God'ssovereignwill for us includes suffering,
we must make sure that our sufferingnag because of any wrongdoing on our part! When tffilesag is

due to people's opposition to us, because we Hosvirs of Jesus, olgoodwords and conduct may have a
positive effect on the situation.

» 1 Peter 3:15-17 But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Alwégsprepared to give an answer to
everyone who asks you to give the reason for the Hmat you have. But do this with gentleness and
respect, keeping a clear conscience, so that thwbeespeak maliciously against your good behavior in



Christ may be ashamed of their slander. It is vettet is God's_will[sovereign will] to suffer for doing
good than for doing evil.

e 1 Peter 2:13-17 Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to everyaitthinstituted among men:
whether to the king, as the supreme authoritypagdvernors, who are sent by him to punish thosg wh
do wrong and to commend those who do right. Far @od's will[moral will] that by doing good you
should silence the ignorant talk of foolish merwelas free men, but do not use your freedom as a
cover-up for evil; live as servants of God. Shoaper respect to everyone: Love the brotherhood of
believers, fear God, honor the king.

2. Areminder that even suffering has a purpose for tk follower of Jesus.

How does God's sovereign will fit in into all ofis? God has a purpose fat that happens in our lives,
including suffering The following passage gives us a surprising exengme of many ways that God may
use suffering to accomplish good: God may userédaceour tendency to sin! (In this passage, note the
contrast between "living for the witif God" and "doing what pagans choose/talto.")

» 1 Peter 4:1-3 Therefore, since Christ suffered in his body, aourgelves also with the same
attitude, because he who has suffered in his ®mdgme with sin. As a result, he does not liverdéiseof
his earthly life for evil human desires, but ratlier the will of God. For you have spent enough time in
the past doing what pagans chodselo--living in debauchery, lust, drunkennesgli@s, carousing and
detestable idolatry.

God's use of suffering to accomplish gmodpurposes in our lives (Romans 8:28) is somethiagften
fail to understand until lateafter the good purposes have arrived. During the suifatself, things
normally make no sense to us! Consider the expsgiehJob, and the final outcome of his suffering:

» James 5:10-11 Brothers, as an example of patience in the facfféring, take the prophets who
spoke in the name of the Lord. As you know, wadenklessed those who have persevered. You have
heard of Job's perseverance and have seen whabtiokefinally brought about. The Lord is full of
compassion and mercy.

Job's suffering was definitely not pleasant! Buttvtioes Scripture say was the end result of that
suffering? See also Job 42:12-17. (The end res#txperience may be different, and might not arrive
until eternity. But it will also be good.)

Finally, here is a reminder that God's purposeutie$ an ultimatendto our suffering. Whether now or in
eternity, it's end iguaranteed!

1 Peter5:10 And the God of all grace, who called you to hisreéeglory in Christ, after you have
suffered a little while, will himself restore yoncamake you strong, firm and steadfast.

* Revelation 21:4 He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There Wwélno more death or mourning or
crying or pain, for the old order of things has pad away.

Considering all these things, how can you resporsiiffering (as well as to life in general), sottyaur
attitude and actions will be in accordance with Gedll? Consider some specific ways that are apate to
your own situation in life. (Use a separate shég@per.)
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The WILL of GOD

PART 9 - Doing and Desiring God's Will (1)

Simply knowingGod's will is not enough. We mudb what he wills. More than that, we mukdsireto do it.
This is whatgenuineChristianity is all about!

In previous lessons, we saw some examples of wbds®vill is. Here we will look at oureedto do (obey) his
will and thepowerwe have to do so. Later, we will see some exangdlegople doing God's will, which
proves that icanbe done. (It's not an impossible "ideal.")

Our obligation to obey God's moral will

All people need to do the will of God. Why? Becauseinoral obligation. His will is totallygood and to
pursue any other option is to pursel. Furthermore, Godommandshose wharen'tdoing his will to repent
of their sin and begin to do it. We are warned thatDay of Justice is coming!

* Acts 17:30b-31 [God] commands all people everywhere to repent. k@has set a day when he will
judge the world with justice by the man he has appd...[= Jesus Christ].

As explained in Part Anyinstruction God has given us in the Bible (eactspge taken within its context) is
an expression of his moral will. In the New Testaméhe apostle Paul could say that this inclueegrything
he preached, which included: 1) anything that wedpfhl (illustrated by the content of the epistiteswrote), as
well as, 2) what people must do to be saved. Bechegpreached these things, he could claim thhate
proclaimed "the whole will of God."

» Acts 20:20-21, 26-27 You know that | have not hesitated to preach angtkiat would be helpful to
you but have taught you publicly and from houskaiase. | have declared to both Jews and Greeks that
they must turn to God in repentance and have faithur Lord Jesus. / Therefore, | declare to yodeap
that | am innocent of the blood of all men. Folalvk not hesitated to proclaim to you the whole wofill
God.

In Scripture, every statement that describes thieoiMGod impliesan obligation to obey. We don't need a direct
command telling us to obey his will. Even so, sgrassagedo give us such a command, as shown below.
God's will must be the basis for how we live

Below are two passages from the book of Ephesi@resfirst passage shows iaslirectly our need to live
according to God's will; the second gives uBract statement.

1. A general statement
Here we learn that we needunderstandsod's will, so that we can live wisely (which isn@ral obligation

for us). Theneed to understan@od's will implies a response - specifically theeng of God's willso that it
determines how we live.



The very way Scripture uses concepts such as "wisdnd "understanding” also shows us this needs@ he
words don't simply mean "fact knowing"; rather \tti@cus on taking that knowledge and applying it to
one's life. So "understanding," as used here, deduheapplicationof those facts to the way we live (v. 15)
- in other words, it includes the applicationdming of God's will.

» Ephesians 5:15-21 Be very careful, then, how you live--not as unvaigeas wise, making the most
of every opportunity, because the days are evirdfore do not be foolish, but understand what the
Lord's will is. Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to delhauy. Instead, be filled with the Spirit.
Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and salistangs. Sing and make music in your heart to the
Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father foergthing, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. /
Submit to one another out of reverence for Chfidtis is followed by three specific examples that
illustrate and define what is meant by "submissjon.

The context further affirms this need to do Godl§ Wy its emphasis ononduct(not merely on a
comprehension of facts). It contains a varietynstiuctions that show us how we should live, as asbur
need for a right attitude and godly thinking. It@ises oraction based on the firm foundation of
"understanding the Lord's will." This shows us thding the will of God" is applicable tll of life.

What are some things you can do, in order to battderstand the Lord's will?

After the passage mentioned above, three exampagieen that explain various principles relatedto
interaction with other people. Each of these pples has applications that go far beyond the sipecif
relationship mentioned in the text. Here is an gxamof this:

. One of the examples of how to do it

This is the third of the three examples given mEphesians passage. It illustrates the basicailaig
described in the Ephesians 5 passage, and waschesause it includes the phrase "will of God."

» Ephesians 6:5-8 Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respectf@ad and with sincerity of heart,
just as you would obey Christ. Obey them not anlyih their favor when their eye is on you, bug lik
slaves of Christ, doing the witf God from your heart. Serve wholeheartedlyfgsiu were serving the
Lord, not men, because you know that the Lordrenllard everyone for whatever good he does,
whether he is slave or free.

This verse describes a situation in which a persmht be tempted tnotdo the will of God, or even to
claim that it doesn't apply! Even sodiesapply. The phrase "from the heart" shows us thati@mce to
the will of God isnot merely a set of physical actions. One's attitsde very important part of it. (In the
Bible, the concept of "heart" refers to both emmailcand intellectual aspects of a person.)

Some may object that this passdgesn'tapply to us today. But we need to realize thatNbe Testament
concept of "slavery" isotthe same as the modern stereotype of slavery thay people have been taught.
In the Bible, it includes a wide variety of situ@ts in which one person did work activities for tueo.
Modern-day employer-employee relationships areushetl in this concept; so instructions such as those
found in this passage are relevant even today!

If you are aremployeewhat does this passage teach about your obligsttio




If you are aremployey you need to read verse 9. What does that veasist tbout your obligations?

What are some other ways you could apply this piac ways that may be specific to your own
situation in life?

The evil of NOT doing God's will (and a warning agest hypocrisy)

To know the will of God and fail to do it isseriousmatter. Your sin effects not only yourself, butnmypathers
as well.

The following passage was originally directed tadvd@gws But there are manyon-Jewswvho have a similar
attitude; and the same results occur. Paul's condiéom applies to them as well.

 Romans 2:17-24 Now you, if you call yourself a Jew; if you relythe law and brag about your
relationship to God; if you know his wdihd approve of what is superior because you astructed by
the law; if you are convinced that you are a guilethe blind, a light for those who are in the Kaan
instructor of the foolish, a teacher of infantscaese you have in the law the embodiment of kngeled
and truth-- you, then, who teach others, do youteath yourself? You who preach against stealing, d
you steal? You who say that people should not coaduitery, do you commit adultery? You who
abhor idols, do you rob temples? You who brag alleeiftaw, do you dishonor God by breaking the
law? As it is written: "God's name is blasphemeaagithe Gentiles because of you."

We could summarize this passage in this way: "lf kpow God's will, then you had better do it!"

If you don'tdo God's will, your ongoing lifestyle of disobedeexprovesthat you are not a follower of Jesus.
All that your willful disobedience accomplishegasincrease the wrath of God against yewen though you
may claim you are save8urthermore, your claim to be a follower of Godynend up turning others
against God - thus incurring further guilt (and thjeor your sin.

Down through history, some of the worst enemieGlufistianity have been individuals who were at one
time exposed to people who claimed to be Christianswho denied Christ by their actions.

How might you be tempted to commit this sin?

What can you do to avoid it?

The power to obey God's moral will

We have a moral obligation to accept and to obeyéeliealed will of God. However, the sinful nature were
born with is corrupt, and therensthingit can do that has eternal benefit. Because of Wesare powerless on
our own; wecannotsucceed in doing God's will if we rely on our owireagth. Instead, we need to rely on the
strength thaGod offers to give us.



God, in his mercy, makes obedience possible. Hesgivose who trust him the Holy Spirit. The Spirdrks in
us, to give us thdesireand theability to do God's will.

In the end, we giv&odthe praise and glory for the good we do. Thowgtdid it (from the "human
responsibility” perspective), we can also desdaitilas something that God did in us (from the "seigmty"
perspective). As always, sovereignty and respditgiliork together.

The "sovereignty" aspect: God's role in accomplisty his will in our lives.

People tend to focus on their responsibility toyolaad to overlook the sovereignty aspect of obemtie an
aspect whiclguaranteeghat the obedience will be present in those whorgeto God. The following verse
combines these two concepts. It tells us our otiigabut it also tells us that God is at work & enabling us
to do what pleases him. He makes possible notammpbediencebut also oudesire("will") to obey!

In this passage, the focus isaur will (and what God does to direct it), not God'swill. Rightly understood,
this passage will leave us filled with praise tod@md with an attitude of humility.

» Philippians 2:12-13 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have alwayseibeyot only in my
presence, but now much more in my absence--contnwerk out your salvation with fear and
trembling, for it is God who works in you to walhd to act according to his good purpose.

For a genuine Christian, is obediengeaat act or anongoing lifestyl@ Explain.

How should this passage influence your attitudeswyou have done God's will?

The "human responsibility" aspect: We need a renedvenind

This second passage looks at the "human respatySipgrspective, and shows us what must do, in order to
know God's will (and thus become able to do it).

* Romans 12:1-2 Therefore, | urge you, brothers, in view of God&xey, to offer your bodies as
living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--thssyour spiritual act of worship. Do not conform any
longer to the pattern of this world, but be transfied by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be
able to test and approve what God's wsh-his good, pleasing and perfect w{l.he verses that follow
instruct us to use our gifts for the goodadif)

Even from the "human responsibility" perspective,weed to rely on God. We mustooseo submit to God,
in order to correctly understand and do his willirOminds" - our values and perspectives on lifeed
changed ("renewed"). By submitting our thoughte/kat Scripture teaches, we will get renewed minaisd
thus become able to "test and approve what Godl'sswi(This change in the way we think is a pafrthe
ongoingaspect of repentance.)

What are some ways you can obey the command givirisi passage?
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The WILL of GOD

PART 10 - Doing and Desiring God's Will (2)

GOD'S WILL CAN BE DONE/OBEYED

Throughout Scripture, we find examples of peopl®wtd the will of God, and other people who choseta.
We will be looking at some examples in which theavwill" (or equivalent) is specifically mentionedhis
will include two examples we can follow, and onextmid.

Jesus' example of obeying God's will: He teacheshasv to respond

In Part 5, we looked at one aspect of Jesus' obegli@vhen we examined the interaction between God's
sovereign will and human responsibility. Now we goéng to look at another aspect: Jesus' willingries
follow God's will in everything he did. Part of hobedience involved a willingness to fulfill pragay, but the
"road" to that fulfillment involvediay-to-day choices of doing what was righihe same types of choices
must make. (This makes his example very relevansip

We must strongly emphasize that, though Jesuswilggdod, he made these choices to obeylasmaan He
did not exercise some kind of "divine power" tha @o not have. He experienced the temptatiorotao
God's will, the same way we do - except that hendidsin (Hebrews 4:15). Jesus provides the exafoplas to
follow - not only in his willingness tdo the will of God, but also in his ongoimgsireto do it. This was his
consuming passion - and it should be our's as sielte any other option is sin.

1. His ongoing desire to do God's will

« John 4:32, 34 But he said to them, "I have food to eat that yeomk nothing about.” ... "My food,"
said Jesus, "is to do the wdF him who sent me and to finish his work.

e John 6:38 For | have come down from heaven not to do myhwilto do the wilbf him who sent
me.

This is the example we should strive to follow. Tigb we aren't "sent" from heaven, as the abovessers
say of Jesus, we are "called" by God to follow desyample. Part of this "calling” includes thedé&zbe
holy (1 Thessalonians 4:7; 1 Peter 1:14-19).

Unfortunately, as Ecclesiastes 7:20 remindsthgre is no one on earth who is righteous, nowhe does
what is right and never sinsWe may not want to admit it and confess our InGad; but weneedto. The
first step to becoming more like Christ is the intjness to admit the truth about our sin!

Moving from "the way weare" to "the way weneed to bérequires a struggle or fight against sin (sommeghi
that the apostle Paul was well familiar with - Ro®m&:14-25). It is a necessary aspect of spirgualvth
(perhaps like "growing pains"), and will take etfon our part. Let us not be like those who chdosnjoy
their sin, who call it a "struggle" mainly whenitrg to appease their consciences (since their camses
remind them that iis sin - Romans 2:15).



The Bible (whichdefinesthe will of God) was the foundation for all thasdis didincluding his response to
temptation When he quoted Scripture to resist temptatioa [8atthew 4), he wasn't simply reciting
"religious teachings." Rather, he was admittingtthéh about God and righteousness, and choosiligeto
by it. (He did not live the lie that considers amoption.) Furthermore, he prepared for temptdigforeit
happened, learning Scripture and submitting teatwhen temptation arrived, he was ready to résigie
also maintained fellowship with God through prayeshich is another thing we should be doing.)

What can you do so that you might be more like ggsuchoosing to do the will of God?

2. Doing God's will even in the most difficult of sitwations

As a human, Jesus hadléarn obedience (Hebrews 5:8). This involved a lifetiofiehoosing to do God's
will. Had he not done this, he would have failedh&t time of his greatest trial - his death ondfess. The
following verses are from his prayer, just befdris time of testing. They serve as a reminder of v
should respond iour difficult situations (none of which will be as e as his was).

In this time of agonizing prayer, Jesus admitted tloing God's will (which, for him, would includerture
and death) was not the choice that he (as a huwaaunyl naturally desire. But because he was comdite
doing God's will, he chose to domip matter how unpleasant it might. bejustice was about to occur, but
as 1 Peter 2:23Db tells us, "he entrusted himsdlinowho judges justly."”

* Matthew 26:39, 42 Going a little farther, he fell with his face toetlground and prayed, "My Father,
if it is possible, may this cup be taken from net.n6t as | will,but as you will' / He went away a
second time and prayed, "My Father, if it is nosgible for this cup to be taken away unless | ditink
may your_willbe done."

* Luke 22:41-42 He withdrew about a stone's throw beyond themkimein and prayed, "Father, if
you are_willing take this cup from me; yet not my wiut yours be done."

* Mark 14:35-36  Going a little farther, he fell to the ground anchped that if possible the hour might
pass from him. "Abba, Father," he said, "everythmgossible for you. Take this cup from me. Y&t no
what | will, but what you will

It's easy talaydreanthat we would faithfully do God's will, if we wete experience severe persecution or
trials. Peter thought the same, just hours beferddmied Jesus! But to be strong in difficult dituas, we
need to begin by practicingpw, in the day-to-day decisions we make. What areesibrimgs you can do?

David did God's will: Though he was not perfect,dharacterized his life

When we read about the life of David, we realiz the was nasinless(see Psalm 51). But when dil sin, he
repented of it and forsook it. Over all, his basay of lifewas characterized by a willingness to do God's wil

1. David was praised by God for his willingness to d&od's will

» Acts 13:22 After removing Saul, he [God] made David their kikig testified concerning him: 'l
have found David son of Jesse a man after my owant; e will do everything 1 warttim to do.’'



Scripture describes an instance in which Davidesingrievously (2 Samuel 11-12); but this was nstriarmal
way of life. The event described in that passagsvsius that sin can never be taken lightly. Evdargiven, it
can have horrible consequences. This serves asnangdor people who think they can deliberatelpabe to
sin, and then make everything OK by praying "a kipiayer" (often based on a distorted view of 1nJbi9).
On the other hand, it also shows that thelejsefor those who have sinned and have truly repeoitéd

2. David did not die until after he had accomplished kthat God willed for him to do

God's will for our lives includes not only obeyittge commands and teachings of Scripture; but itides

the right use of our gifts and abilities, and theices we make that are related to our unique istances
in life. All of this can be done for the glory of God. If wetHts, then we will be able to say that we "served
God's purpose” (as was said of David), when oarddmes to an end.

* Acts 13:36-37 "For when David had served God's purpaséiis own generation, he fell asleep; he
was buried with his fathers and his body decayed tlBe one whom God raised from the dead did not
see decay[= Jesus Christ.]

At the end of your life, will you be characterizasl one who chose to do God's will? If not, whahges
can you begin making, which would make it a mottenfy description? (Like David, repentance may be o
of the steps you must take.)

The religious leaders did not do God's will: Dorfllow their example!

In a previous lesson, we noted that "loving God} &oing religious activities" aneot the same thing. In fact,
they can sometimes be complete opposites! Thaaedeaders of Jesus' day were some of the miagbres
people on the planet; but they were living pro@itta person can reject God's will asidl be deeply religious.
Many other passages show us that they were pretsnénd had replacésbd'slaw with their own teachings.
(Consider Jesus' comments in Matthew 23; Mark B;lefc.)

This passage is an important lesson and a stemngaiWhat these people didnstan example we should
follow!

* Luke 7:29-30 All the people, even the tax collectors, when tregrd Jesus' words, acknowledged

that God's way was right, because they had beetizempby John. But the Pharisees and experts in the

law rejected God's purpoger themselves, because they had not been bapityzéahn.

Religious leaders may look quite impressive tobws;natural abilities and impressive charactetdrad not
guarantee a godlyeart as Jesus warned his followers:

» Matthew 7:15 Watch out for false prophets. They come to yohéeg's clothing, but inwardly they
are ferocious wolves.

It's easy to find others who are guilty of thisamyg such people exist today. But we need to consigie
own actions; for at the Day of Judgment, we wom&veer forother people! In what ways might you be
tempted to become like these religious leadersydrat can you do to avoid it?




DESIRING GOD'S WILL

We have a moral obligation to desire God's willt Baw do we "create" this desire? It seems thatthee a lot
more Scripture passages related to "obeying" Guat;ghan there are for "desiring" it! This is nbécause
desiring it is less important than obedience -oleedience without the right attitude is incompl&aet the very
nature of "desire" indicates a need to pursuedt different way. Unlike the action of obedience, an't
simply "do" a desire!

As in all matters, God's sovereignty and humanaesipility go together. As we have already seerd @orks
in us to give us the desire ("will") to obey himh{kppians 2:13). But we dare not forget that thisra constant
interaction between God's sovereignty and humasoresbility. Our actionslo matter!

To change our desires, we must first changevalues for values are the foundation for one's desiés. must
be willing tosubmitour thinking to the teachings of Scripture; anavasdo this, the Holy Spirit will use those
Scriptures to make changes in our values. Thisl&ed to the "renewed” mind, described in Roman2.1

Spiritual maturity involvegirowth This growth will often involve struggle, as ouddself" fights against the
changes. So how should we respond ifdea't yethave a burning desire to do God's will? First, \weusdn't
give up the struggle; but we also shoulgnétendthat our desires are right, if they aren't. (Weusth openly
confess the truth to God, who already knows evargthbout us!)

Then we should at least start by:dbingwhat is right (the will of God), and 2) giving tB#ble a more
important place in our lives, so that the Holy 8man use it to change us, and 3) maintaining open
communication with God (prayer). If we do thesegfs, then we can trust God to work on developiegitht
desires within us. Though change may take timegavetake heart, when evemallchanges occur within us.

Meditatingon God and his Word is a valuable tool for chaggine's values. This is because meditation (as
Scripturedefines it) involves not juséarning factsabout Scripture, but applying those facts to olife'sPsalm
119 is a is a highly recommended passage thatdésaus this issue. Here are some of its features:

« It shows us thevorth of meditating on the Word of God, and gives usw@xas of what to think about - the
goodness of God, the wonders of his works, theevafthis Word and the moral law, etc. When such
concepts are embedded in our hearts, the Holyt$pmi use them to change us.

» |t sets before us ogoal Having an intense desire to follow God and tomdi@at pleases him. It also shows
us that this is a realistic (though difficult) go@he human author of Psalm 119 attained it!

« Indirectly, the psalm teaches us abprayer, for many of the verseare expressions of prayer to God.

« Concerning our attitude: Some verses focus on haiwillingness to obey; others on having a helartfe
desire to do so. There is also an emphasis on fpavaonstant dependency on God; for without him¢care
do nothing.

« Finally, the psalm gives usopewhen we are in the midst of suffering, becausentinds us that God will
use that suffering to accomplish good in our li®ge also know from other Scriptures that God uses
difficult situations to distinguish between the gere followers of God and the fakes. See Matthe8,13
6, 20-21, for example.)

To what degree are godly desires present in yoanth&ased on what you have read (in this lessowgedl as
in Psalm 119 and other Scripture passages), woitendome things you can do, which God may usede®ase
your desire for godliness and for doing the willGxdd. But don't forget your dependency on God! Yiead to
remember thadll your ability to do these things came from him! (ldsseparate sheet of paper.)
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The WILL of GOD

PART 11 - Desiring Good for Others

There is no such thing as "good" that goes ag&@nosts moral will. Any such "good" would be supediand
short-lived at best, and eternally damning at wdrstclaim that something contrary to God's willgeod" is

to say that it's God's will tawithhold good from people - a claim made by the serpetitargarden (Genesis 3:1-
5). In reality, it is the same as calling evil "gl@nd good "evil" (Isaiah 5:20).

God's desire for people's good

God desires good fail people. It isve not God, who have placed a barrier between ushendood he desires
us to have. Because of this, thdy way to experience that good is by the removaheftiarrier. This is the first
step necessary for people to be able to experitesastamount of good that God has to offer. We call it
"salvation." Below are some verses that describd'<Gaesire for this barrier to be removed.

As we have noted in past lessons, God relatesrt@mhs on two levels. In terms sdvereigntywe know (based
on what Scripture teaches us) that many peapleerish. But this isiotthe realm in which our interaction
with God occurs.

The verses listed below express God's will for peag he interacts with us onr level of existence. In them,
we discover that it inot God's desire or wish that anyone perish, but thakassaved. Yet since God does not
violate our ability to choose, what Hesiresfor people does not always occur. It is possiblg drwe repent.
Because of this, God's will, as expressed orhtimeanlevel, does not always correspond toguosereignwill,

or "decree."

1. He does not desire that anyone perish

* Matthew 18:12-14 "What do you think? If a man owns a hundred shae@,one of them wanders
away, will he not leave the ninety-nine on theshalhd go to look for the one that wandered off? ind
he finds it, | tell you the truth, he is happieroalb that one sheep than about the ninety-ninedfthhot
wander off. In the same way your Father in heagamot_willingthat any of these little ones should be
lost.

» 2 Peter 3:8-9 But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: Mthe Lord a day is like a thousand
years, and a thousand years are like a day. The ionot slow in keeping his promise, as some
understand slowness. He is patient with you, natting anyone to perish, ...

2. Instead, he desires that all repent, be saved, amdme to a knowledge of the truth

« 1 Timothy 2:1-4 | urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayargercession and thanksgiving be
made for everyone-- for kings and all those in atiti, that we may live peaceful and quiet liveglin
godliness and holiness. This is good, and pleasesdar Savior, who wantl men to be saved and to
come to a knowledge of the truth.

» 2 Peter 3:9b He is patient with you, not wantiremyone to perish, but everyone to come to
repentance.



This is what God desires for all people. Do yourgethis for yourself? If so, what are you doingabit?

Do you desire this for others? If so, what are goung about it?

God is not happy when people perish, but is veigvgd. How grieved? Consider this: Though he isGbd of
the universe, he sent Jesus Christ (God in hunram) i@ die in our place, so that we could be with and
enjoy him forever! Nevertheless, God will Hfotce upon us a righteousness (= "good") that we ardllimgvto
accept.

Humanschooseo do what they know is sin. Even when they havesetrd the Word of God, they know it is
sin, because their consciences testify against {Rermans 2:14-15). Though it's not God's desirell()vior
people to perish, a personggectionof God's moral willmustresult in consequences that make God sad!

In the end, justicenustoccur. For it tacnot occur would require God toeasebeing holy, righteous and good.
Sin and evil would have to becoraeceptabldo him - and this would be a denial of his veryune. Since
justicemusthappen, people who have chosenabfollow God's will in this life - who have choserpath
contrary to the moral will of God - will have to@arience the consequences of their choices. Bgehbey
didn't delight in God's will inthis life, so they will lose any opportunity to do sothenextlife. The only way to
avoid this is through repentance and trust in J€$uist for salvation.

3. Jesus wants those who are saved to be with him

Salvation has past, present and future aspects:

* The past aspect of salvatiqalso known as "regeneration”): The time we iniairned to Jesus in
repentance and trust, and God declared us right¥#éesan describe this as the time we were saved.

» The present aspect of salvatigalso known as "sanctification"): If our salvatisngenuine, we are
presently growing in our walk with Christ. We akedtking out" our salvation (as God is working in us
to make the "working out" possible - Philippian&2213).

» The future aspect of salvatiofalso known as "glorification"): We look forward the day when we will
receive the goal of our faith, the salvation of sauls (1 Peter 1:9; also Romans 13:11; etc.). iEies
to the future, beginning at the resurrection, wiverwill be in Jesus' presence for eternity.

In the following verse, Jesus expresses his désiravill") that those who have begun the "journey"
salvation will be able to complete it. This versdike those we just looked at, being an expressidaod's
desire (or "will"). But there is a major differenbetween them: God's desire for #advationof people
won'talways be fulfilled; but Jesus' desire for #pgritual growthof those savedill always be fulfilled!

* John 17:24 Father, | wantthose you have given me to be with me where dathto see my glory, the
glory you have given me because you loved me biferereation of the world.

Note the phrasetfiose you have given h&his prayer appliesnlyto those who have begun the process of

salvation. From the human perspective, if we haker that first step, this verse can be an enceuoragt
to us! From the sovereignty perspecti@adhas begun a good work in us. Consider the follovpagsage,
which we examined when learning about Ged'gereigrrole in our salvation:

e John 6:39-40 "And this is the wilbf him who sent me, that | shall lose none offedt he has given
me, but raise them up at the last day. For my F&hweill is that everyone who looks to the Son and
believes in him shall have eternal life, and | wélise him up at the last day."



Scripture also reminds us that God will make shat what he started will be successfully completed!

* Philippians 1:6 ... he who began a good work in you will carryntto completion until the day of
Christ Jesus.

Consider what Jesus prayed in the John 17:24 pasggu have taken the first step of salvatiohatis
going to happen to you? Why?

From the human responsibility perspective, whattryiag do, to make sure that this verse applieot®y

Our desire for God's will to be done - expressed inur prayers

We who are followers of Jesus - children of GodIl want to desire what God desires. We will degjo®d for
other people, just as "our Father in heaven" dbkedthew 5:44-48). We will want people to be savidd
because of this, we will pray for God's will to éé@ne - not only in our own lives, but also in thee$ of others.
The following verses focus on some of the waysprayers can express this desire for God's will. fiise

verse is a general statement that is familiar tstridiristians (and many non-Christians). The otleeses
focus on some specific issues we may pray abouthése who have turned to God for salvation.

A general statement concerning all things
1. A general prayer for God's will to be done

This is a general pattern that we are to appblltaspects of life. This prayer expresses the sulioniss
our will to his, and a desire for God to accomphshwill in all the world (as well as in our owwés).

e Matthew 6:10 "... your kingdom come, your while done on earth as it is in heaven."

What are some ways this prayer can apply to sgnatin which you find yourself?

What are some ways this prayer can apply to sgnatin which you find your friends and other pe@ple

Some specific issues to pray about

The following verses are examples of praying thatl @ill enable people to know and do his will. Tgrayers
are about other people; but they imply the neatkgire these things fourselvesit would be sheer hypocrisy
to pray such things and tmt apply them to ourselves! (We looked at this iSguge previous lesson. Romans
2:17-24 shows us that hypocrisy can hageible consequences.)

Since it is God's desire to do the things mentidndtese prayers, we can rest assured that haetiflail. Our
biggest "hurdle” will be ourselves! We need to biing to trust God and then to obey him! (We tendely on
ourfeelings which often lie to us, instead of tfects- the truth of Scripture and God's promises to us.)



e If such desirearen'tin you, then pray that God will send the Holy 8o use the following Scriptures
to convict and change you!

1. Prayer to KNOW God's will

* Colossians 1:9-10a For this reason [because we heard about your lovéhe Spirit - v. 3-8], since
the day we heard about you, we have not stoppedngdor you and asking God to fill you with the
knowledge of his willhrough all spiritual wisdom and understanding.dAme pray this in order that
you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may gke&im in every way ...

Since the Colossians were genuine followers ofslékey had the fruit of the Spirit - one aspeawhbich is
love. Paul's prayer was that the wisdom and unaledstg that come from the Spirit would lead theto &
better knowledge of God's will. This knowledge wabshow them how to live in a way that is pleasimg t
God in every way. Theourceof this "knowledge of his will" is the "wisdom amnthderstanding” that comes
from the Spirit ("spiritual”). Theesultsof it are seen in the way we live - worthy and pleg to God. (The
verses that follow in the context give some exasipfehow we are to live.)

2. Prayer to STAND FIRM in God's will
» Colossians 4:12 Epaphras, who is one of you and a servant of Cligsus, sends greetings. He is
always wrestling in prayer for you, that you magrst firm in all the willof God, mature and fully

assured.

A constant willingness to do the will of God wi#sult in astability in life that cannot be attained any other
way. It is the foundation for spiritual maturity.

3. Prayer to DO God's will
Our obligation to do God's will is all-encompassiBgt so are his provisions, which enable us ta'do

* Hebrews 13:21 [May the God of peace...] equip you with everythgogd for doing his wiJland may
he work in us what is pleasing to him, through 3eShrist, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

It is through our prayers that the sovereign Galdiesen to accomplish his purposes, the "worlgldues
to do in us. In this prayer, we are asking Godaahe very thing he delights in doing - i.e., t@kle us to
do what is right! Ultimately, we become able tohde will, and he is pleased by what we do.

Since doing what is right is alsar desire (as followers of Jesus), we are gratefuhioatt God has done for
us. He makes doing what is right possible; and waetwo give him the honor and glory in all that dee

Taking into consideration the various emphasekesd prayers, what can you do to apply them to fe@®r

What can you do to encourage others to grow iretkasous matters related to God's will? (Obviously
prayer would be one thing to do.) Think of somecepepeople you interact with, when answering this
guestion.
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The WILL of GOD
PART 12 - Blessings or Judgment - Your Choice

We have already seen God's desire for all peop@jmy the good he freely offers. Since human amformed
a barrier between people and the good that Godsoffee first step to receiving this good is toegtdis offer
of salvation through repentance and trust in whati§ Christ did on the cross. Though we deserggifying
judgment because of our sins, those who have tumé&awmd can now begin to experience the good thingis
God offers us. Most of this lesson focuses on tktesgs - we call them "blessings."

Obeying God's moral will results in blessings

There is value in doing God's will: Those who dari¢ blessed by God in many ways - both now arel/ésr
Even so, getting blessednst the ultimate motive of those who do it. When wasider the fact that even our
desirescome from God (if they are godly desires), therea room for a self-centered attitude! These dssir
from God (expressed as love for God and neighbdi)defineour ultimate motive for what we do. When
experienced in this context, the blessings we vecaie both glorious and godly.

The difference between eternal and temporary blagsi

The verses in this section focus on what we oftdihspiritual blessings, which are available only for those who
have become followers of Jesus. These blessingtemsal; yet many of them can be experienced ewenin
contrast, thg@hysicalblessings of this present life, available for shaad unsaved alike, aiemporary and

will come to an end at death. In eternity, theyl i replaced by other physical blessingpsit only for the
follower of Jesus(What those blessings are has only been parteligaled.)

In this present life, there are mat@eynporaryblessings that God offers to both saved and unispeeple. For
example, He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the gaod sends rain on the righteous and the
unrighteous (Matthew 5:45b)Noneof these blessings are inherently deserved, and don'texperience
them, it is not to God's discredit (since sinfuifans deservenly judgment and wrath). But in these
expressions of kindness, there is an opportunitpéople to recognize God's kindness for what gl to
desire more of it (which is only possible throughvation). The ultimate goal is that some will lawkGod and
be saved (which would open wide the door to muelatgr angpermanenblessings. As Scripture says, "...
God's kindness leads you toward repentah@@omans 2:4b) ands'od did this [various acts of kindness] so
that men would seek him and perhaps reach outiforamd find him, though he is not far from each ohas
(Acts 17:27). Sadly, most will close their eyesaod's acts of kindness, and wilbt repent.

Eternal blessings alreadgxperienced by those who are willing to do thelwfl God
1. Eternal life
e 1John 2:15-17 Do not love the world or anything in the worldatlyone loves the world, the love of
the Father is not in him. For everything in the Wetthe cravings of sinful man, the lust of hisegad

the boasting of what he has and does--comes not tihe Father but from the world. The world and its
desires pass away, but the man who does thefv@lod lives forever.



Most people wrongly think that eternal life doegXist until "eternity" arrives. Scripture tells tat the
followers of Jesualready have eternal lifdn this passage, the one wthoesthe will of Godlivesforever.
Both of these words are ongoipgesenttense verbs; they refer to "now." (See also JoB6;%:24.)

In a sense, what you pursdefinesyour life: If you pursue what is temporary, theuylife will be
temporary, followed by eternal death. If you pursdmeat is eternal (based on God's instructionsen th
Bible), then your life alreadi eternal.

If you alreadyhaveeternal life, what does it matter if your preseotly dies?

2. Being part of Jesus' family

» Matthew 12:50 For whoever does the wilif my Father in heaven is my brother and sistet an
mother."”
 Mark 3:35  Whoever does God's wil my brother and sister and mother."

In this sense, what yalo defines who yoare. If you do the will of God, you are part of Gotésnily.
Other Scripture passages show us that this entratwcthe family of God occurs by meansaaloption
(Romans 8:15; Ephesians 1:5; etc.).

Who are you? How do you know?

3. Heard by God; when we talk to him, we will not begnored!

e John 9:31 [Spoken by the blind man, whom Jesus heald.know that God does not listen to
sinners. He listens to the godly man who does tiis w

* 1John 5:14-15 This is the confidence we have in approaching Gloak if we ask anything
according to his will he hears us. And if we know that he hears ustevieawe ask--we know that we
have what we asked of him.

When we make requests to God, the nature of theearmeay vary. But whatever the outcome, we know

that God has heard and listened to us, if we asfirding to his will.

* When our request matches his will, as describeéddrabove verses, we will receive what we ask for
(though the answer might not come at the time wetwain the way we expect).

» If our prayers are incomplete or misguided, theyt&pirit will "translate” our request into somethin
good, and God will answer (though it may be diffefkeom what we expect) - Romans 8:26-27.

* In contrast, if we dmot ask according to his will, we have no guarante¢ we will get what we ask for.
If our motives are evil, God may refuse to givensat we desire - James 4:3.

There is more to prayer than just asking for thigbkat is your attitude toward prayer?

Eternal blessings to come in the future, for thoadling to do the will of God

We need tgerseveren doing the will of God - a concept that focuseshoman responsibility. Yet this does
not nullify what other Scriptures tell us about Godaork in the life of a genuine follower of Jeses)powering
him so that heanpersevere. Wwiill persevere; and in the end, will give God the ¢rediwhat he has done.
We will affirm that salvation - from start to fifis is from the Lord. (Compare to Jonah 2:9.)



1. Receiving the promise - the fullness of eternal &f

» Hebrews 10:35-36, 39 So do not throw away your confidence; it will behty rewarded. You need
to persevere so that when you have done theoiw@od, you will receive what he has promisedut.
we are not of those who shrink back and are desttplgut of those who believe and are saved.

Because of the nature of salvation (which changesrson, all the way to the very core of his being)
genuine followers of Jeswdll persevere. Commands such as this are part of¢hesithat God uses to
keep us in the right path. They also help to diggtish between the genuine and the fake Christiimsse
who are genuine will choose to obey this verseugihoobedience may come with a struggle); the fakiks
sooner or later quit (often making excuses to Ifylstheir quitting).

2. Being welcomed into the kingdom of heaven

* Matthew 7:21  "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord," wileenthe kingdom of heaven, but
only he who does the wif my Father who is in heaven. ...’

This passage describes what will happen to thosedwlGod's will. The verses that follow (v. 22-23)
describe the fate of those wHon'tdo God's will. (See below.)

Many people who call themselves "Christian” do olm¢y God. What does Scripture say about them? What
does Scripture say aboyau?

Concerning those who daoot obey God's will

Just as there are consequences for thosedwmd's will, there are also consequences for thdsedon'tdo it
- both immediate and eternal consequences.

What they may experience in this present life

The wicked whadon'trepent of their sin may still enjoy physical biegs for a while. But since they refuse to
rightly honor the source of those blessings (theyaot give God the credit he deserves), those ingssvill
one day come to an end - and they will éoréver.

The wicked (which includesveryonevho does not do the will of God) may also expergetihe consequences

of sinnow, before eternity arrives. In addition to the pamd sorrow that sinful choices often bring, sireefé

the verynatureof a personEven nowchoosing to sin results in a hardening of thethesad a corrupted view

of reality. From the sovereignty perspective, Sarp tells us that God "gives them over" to theicb® they

want - which, in effect, hardens them in their sBst we need to connect this statement to the dmum
responsibility” fact that theghooseto do their sin, theichoiceshecome enslaving habits, and the consequences
they reap are appropriate for thefmoiceg§Romans 1:18-32; 2 Thessalonians 2:10-12; etc.).

The eternal consequences of not doing God's will

Scripture tells us that "unbelievers" will not antiee kingdom of God. But in the following passagkssus
warns us that eveneligious people ("believers™) will not enter the kingdom@dd, if they do religious
activities, but not God's will. (The two are oftgifferent, as seen in Part 7 of this study.)



1. They will be excluded from the kingdom of heaven

This passage shows us thatyonewho doesn't do the will of God will be excludedrfrahe Kingdom of
heaven. Even "doing religion" is not enough to gagge entry. At the Day of Judgment, many religious
people (even "miracle workers") will be cast ouGaid's presence.

* Matthew 7:21-23 "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord," willeerthe kingdom of heaven, but
only he who does the wif my Father who is in heaven. Many will say toang¢hat day, 'Lord, Lord,
did we not prophesy in your name, and in your ndmee out demons and perform many miracles?’'
Then | will tell them plainly, 'l never knew youwdy from me, you evildoers!

2. Those who are religious "believers" will receive tle judgment of "unbelievers”

The servants in the following passage can be coedparpeople today who call themselves "Christian”
some of whom are genuine followers of Jesus ancksdiwvhom are fakes. As in the parable, they alkha
an opportunity to know the master's (God's) willl bome choose to ignore it. This parable showtstiiea
fakes will experience the same judgment as theéligers," except that the judgment of the fakdElvei
more severe (since they knew God's will).

* Luke 12:46-48 The master of that servant will come on a day wieedoes not expect him and at an
hour he is not aware of. He will cut him to piee@sl assign him a place with the unbelievers. That
servant who knows his master's vailld does not get ready or does not do what higenasntswill be
beaten with many blows. But the one who does ra lamd does things deserving punishment will be
beaten with few blows. From everyone who has beem gnuch, much will be demanded; and from the
one who has been entrusted with much, much moreevisked.

God is not unjust. Each person will be judged basedhat he knows. The religious person, who has th
opportunity to know a lot, will be judged severéelhe person who haseverbeen exposed to God's Word
will still be judged, though less severely, becawsetill knowssomethingabout God's will. (This is
becausé&od has embedded that knowledge deep within hsc@nte Romans 2:14-15.)

In what ways can you take heed to these warnings?

The wicked response: making excuses for sin, somes even talking back to God!

Scripture is filled with examples of people mak@guses for their sin - beginning all the way battk Adam
and Eve (Genesis 3:12-13), and continuing intduh&e, when people stand before God and are judged
(Matthew 24:41-46). In the following passage, theg God'sovereigntyas an excuse for their sin. Rather than
looking at human responsibility (which is the attoasis for their conduct), they point to God'sexagnty and
blameGodfor their actions!

* Romans 9:19-21 One of you will say to me: "Then why does Godsidline us? For who resists his
will?" But who are you, O man, to talk back to God?dlBlvhat is formed say to him who formed it,
'Why did you make me like this?' " Does not thégpdiave the right to make out of the same lump of
clay some pottery for noble purposes and somedimmaeon use?

How doyourespond when you sin? What does your responsattellt you?
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