Sin Enters the World

Genesis 3:1-8

! Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He said to the
woman, "Did God really say, "You must not eat from any tree in the garden™?"

2 The woman said to the serpent, "We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, * but God did say, "You
must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will
die.""

*"You will not surely die," the serpent said to the woman. ° "For God knows that when you eat of it your
eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil."

® When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also
desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with
her, and he ate it.  Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they
sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves.

& Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the garden in the cool
of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden.

The Serpent Confronts the Woman (3:1-5)

This event did not have to happen immediately after the events in chapter 2. It could have occurred several years later.

The Serpent Distorts God's Word (3:1)

How is the serpent described (v. 1a)?

« The focus is on its character, not its physical appearance. The fact that the serpent was later "cursed" to an existence of
crawling on the ground (v. 14) might suggest that it had a different form before that. Scripture doesn't tell us, because its
original physical appearance is not the important issue.

»  The word translated as crafty, cunning or subtle (depending on translation) is quite interesting, because it can imply something
either good or bad. As used here, it implies something evil. Yet the same word is used elsewhere in a positive manner - in the
sense of being prudent or sensible, as in Proverbs 14:8. It all depends on how the "mental skill" is being used.

The snake guestions Eve about something God said, but he does so in a crafty, perhaps confusing way. He

makes it sound as though he misunderstood God's command about what Adam and Eve could eat in the
garden. He gives the impression that they weren't allowed to eat from any tree in the garden.

Review what God said in Genesis 2:16. What did God permit them to do?

What was the only exception to the rule (2:17)?
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Here in Genesis 3:1, what did the serpent seem to think God said? ("Did God really say this?")

« Atalking animal? If it was natural for animals to talk in a way that could be understood by humans, then that ability ended
when sin entered the world. More likely, the serpent talked because it was empowered by the Devil (called the "ancient
serpent,” in Revelation 12:9). Note that the Bible mentions another instance of a talking animal - Balaam's donkey (Numbers
22:27-30) - and it did so because it was empowered by the Angel of the LORD.

The Woman Responds (3:2-3)

She corrects the serpent's mis-statement. What does she say God permitted them to do (v. 2)?

She also explains the exception to the rule, describing it in two ways. What did she say was prohibited by

God (v. 3a)?

What did she understand would be the consequence of violating this prohibition (3b)?

» A careful comparison of what she says (in this verse) to what God said (in chapter 2) reveals some differences in wording.
Some people interpret these differences as an indication that sin was already beginning to occur in her heart - that she was
adding to God's command (the phrase "don't touch it," which is not mentioned in chapter 2), and that she was toning-down the
severity of the consequences (""you will die™ compared to "you will surely die™). It is more likely that she was simply stating
the command in her own words, without any intent on distorting it. Scripture does not describe this event as an act of sin, but
clearly states that it was sin when, being deceived, she chose to eat the fruit. (This occurred a short time later.)

» Note that God's instructions in chapter 2 were given to Adam. The woman hadn't been created yet! Adam may have been the
one to tell Eve about the instructions.

» At this point in time, the woman has not been given the name "Eve." (That happened later - see v. 20.) Here, she is just called
"the woman." With only two of people present, there wasn't yet much need to distinguish between people by name!

The Serpent Denies God's Word (3:4-5)

The serpent is attacking the woman's nature and character as an “image bearer” of God. (See Genesis 1:26-27.) This is not a
physical attack, but an attack on the intellectual, moral and spiritual levels. His previous statements may have already started to
confuse her, but now he will leave her deceived (an attack on the intellectual level), impure and corrupt (an attack on the moral
level), and unable to have fellowship with God (an attack on the spiritual level).

What was his claim (v. 4)

What did he say would happen, if Adam and Eve ate the fruit (v. 5)?

» It may seem that eating a piece of fruit is a little matter, but our willingness to obey God in something little reflects the way we
will respond in something great. See Luke 16:10.
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Note the progression.

»  The serpent first introduces confusion, by raising a question about what God said, and misquoting God in the process.

e Then he introduces deception, by claiming that what God said is not true - and that God even knows it is not true. He claims
that God is withholding something good, to prevent Adam and Eve from becoming more like him.

Is there any truth in what the Devil said? The answer is yes! But it's a half-truth.

*  Would she instantly die physically? No, but she would instantly die spiritually.

»  Would she know the difference between good and evil? Yes, but her nature would become corrupt and she would lose the
natural inclination for doing good from a pure heart.

Ultimately, it is an issue of authority. Who is Eve to listen to and obey? The serpent? or God (or her husband, if he relayed God's
command to her)?

The Sin is Committed (3:6-7)

The Woman Gives In to Temptation (3:6a)

Eve is being tested. Who is she going to listen to? An animal, who she was created to have authority over, or God (or her
husband), under whose authority she had been placed? She had been told that the consequences of taking the fruit would be bad,
but now the serpent was telling her that the consequences would be good! In the end, she listened to the serpent, who tricked her by
using half-truth (and perhaps confusion) to get her to believe a lie.

What was Eve was tricked into believing, about the fruit on that tree (v. 6a)?
1) She became convinced that the fruit was like the rest of the fruit in the garden, in two ways. What were

these two ways? (Compare this verse to Genesis 2:9.)

2) She became convinced that the fruit was better than the rest of the fruit in one way. What was this

way?

So how did she respond to the temptation (v. 6b)?

«  She originally told the serpent that they were to neither eat nor touch the fruit. Now she has done both of these things.
»  What should she have done? Listen to those in authority over her, not to a creature that was created to be in submission below
her. She got things backwards. Later, her husband did the same thing (v. 6b), but for different reasons.

The Man Joins the Woman in Sin (3:6b)

Did Adam know of the events that had just occurred? Where was he when all this was happening?

» He might not have been there the entire time this was happening, but he at least witnessed what happened at the end of the
conversation. His presence would remind her that she had to make a choice about who's authority she would accept.

»  Some have suggested that Adam should have stopped Eve from listening to the serpent and taking the fruit. But the issue was
much deeper than Eve's visible reaction to the serpent. Reaching out her hand to take the fruit was but a reflection of the
choices already made in her heart. Had Adam physically restrained her, she still would have been guilty of choosing to do
what the serpent had suggested.
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What did Eve do, that tempted her husband to sin?

»  There was a difference between Adam's testing and Eve's, for Adam wasn't deceived by the serpent. His choice was a deliberate
act of disobedience, with the full knowledge that he was going directly against the command of God.

How did Adam respond to this temptation?

e Just like Eve, Adam had to choose who he would pay attention to: God (who had authority over him) or his wife (who was under
his authority). He had to choose which one he would side with: his God or his wife.
*  What should Adam have done?
- As an expression of love for God - which Jesus says is our greatest obligation - he should have listened to God, rather than
to his wife. God himself tells us this, in verse 17.
- As an expression of love for his wife, he should have volunteered to accept the punishment his wife now deserved (death) in
her place. This is not directly stated here, but Scripture tells us that doing so is the greatest example of love a person can
have for another (John 15:13).

The Immediate Consequences of Sin (3:7-8)
The Relationship between The Two Is Destroyed (3:7)

To what extent was the Serpent correct, in saying that their eyes would be opened, and that they would

understand good and evil (v. 7a)?

»  What the serpent said was partly true (a half truth). The problem was in what he didn't say.

«  Either choice (eating the fruit or not eating it) would have resulted in an awareness of the difference between good and evil. Had
they obeyed God, they would have understood the difference with a pure heart, mind and conscience. But because they chose to
disobey, they ended up understanding the difference with a corrupted heart, mind and conscience. This is the reason for what
happened next:

What did they also understand, about themselves (v. 7b)

» Nakedness originally implied purity and innocence. (See Genesis 2:25.) Now it gains a different significance. The problem wasn't
that their bodies changed. Rather their minds and hearts - the very foundation of thoughts and actions - changed.
»  Because of sins' effect on the mind, they needed clothes even though no other people were present with them.

What was their response to this realization (v. 7¢)?

» This has often been interpreted symbolically, as representing a human attempt to cover-up the consequences of sin. In reality, only
what God does (compare to v. 20) will suffice. Their relationship with God (next verse) is not helped one bit, by their attempts to
cover up their nakedness.

Their Relationship with God Destroyed (3:8)

How did they respond, when they realized that they were about to face God?

« Before they had sinned, direct interaction with God was apparently a common thing. Now, it would never be the same. Before,
there was purity; now there is guilt. Before, there was joy; now there is terror. This joyful relationship - involving direct, face-to-
face fellowship with God - will not occur again, until God's people experience it in the New Jerusalem (Revelation 22:4).
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