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LOVE LOVE LOVE LOVE 
Without HypocrisyWithout HypocrisyWithout HypocrisyWithout Hypocrisy

(in the book of Romans)

51 – Preplanning & the Bible

Do not repay anyone evil for evil. 
Be careful to do what is right in 
the eyes of everybody.

Romans 12:17 (NIV) 

• Doing what is 

good …

• Doing what is 

noble, honorable …

Do what is right:

• Focus your 

thoughts on …

• Consider … 

• Try to do …

Be careful:

BASIC CONCEPTS

Because of God's gracious kindness...Because of God's gracious kindness...Because of God's gracious kindness...Because of God's gracious kindness...

SOME TYPES OF GOODNESS can be recognized by the 
unsaved.

EVEN THOUGH:

 They may have a distorted comprehension of it.

 They will often call "evil" good and "good" evil.

 They often won't do the good they know.

 By not doing it, they end up suppressing and killing their 
awareness of it.

 They may persecute others who do that good.

SINCE the sinful mind is corrupted and distorted:

• WE need God's Word to straighten things out.

• GOD does not leave it to guesswork, but provides 
direct statements and principles to teach us.

BE AWARE:

• Those NOT influenced by the Bible may persecute 
and accuse you of evil, because their values are 
corrupt.

But you cannot fully understand But you cannot fully understand But you cannot fully understand But you cannot fully understand 
"goodness" without the Bible."goodness" without the Bible."goodness" without the Bible."goodness" without the Bible.

Even if the world HATES you for it, Even if the world HATES you for it, Even if the world HATES you for it, Even if the world HATES you for it, 
your duty is to MAKE THIS "GOOD" VISIBLEyour duty is to MAKE THIS "GOOD" VISIBLEyour duty is to MAKE THIS "GOOD" VISIBLEyour duty is to MAKE THIS "GOOD" VISIBLE

To do this, you must:

• REJECT the world's distorted views of "goodness."

• DEVELOP a God-honoring view of "goodness" 
(and of all reality).

You are the light of the world. 

… let your light shine before others, so that 
they may see your good works and give 
glory to your Father who is in heaven. 

Matthew 5:14a, 16 (ESV) 

WHAT MUST YOU DO?WHAT MUST YOU DO?WHAT MUST YOU DO?WHAT MUST YOU DO?

1)  LEARN God's Word.

• This is like putting information 
into a file cabinet. 

• If it's empty, there's nothing 
to work with.

Here's a summary:Here's a summary:Here's a summary:Here's a summary:

SURE CAN'T DO 

MUCH WITH 

"NOTHING"!

IT'S EMPTY!
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2)  OBEY God's Word.

• This is like finding and using the 
information in the file cabinet.

• The more you use it, the easier it 
will be to find what you need.

I KNOW IT'S HERE 

SOMEWHERE!

IF ONLY I COULD 

REMEMBER WHERE 

I PUT IT.

DDDDOINGOINGOINGOING THISTHISTHISTHIS WILLWILLWILLWILL REQUIREREQUIREREQUIREREQUIRE BOTHBOTHBOTHBOTH

THOUGHTSTHOUGHTSTHOUGHTSTHOUGHTS ANDANDANDAND ACTIONSACTIONSACTIONSACTIONS....

Finally, brothers and sisters, keep your thoughts on 
whatever is right or deserves praise: things that 
are true, honorable, fair, pure, acceptable, or 
commendable. 

Practice what you've learned and received from me, 
what you heard and saw me do.* Then the God 
who gives this peace will be with you.  

Philip. 4:8-9 (GW) 

* (Today, we cannot see Paul do these things; but we 

can read about what he did in the Scriptures.)

Many Scripture passages mention 
concepts such as:

DDDDOINGOINGOINGOING THISTHISTHISTHIS WILLWILLWILLWILL REQUIREREQUIREREQUIREREQUIRE TIMETIMETIMETIME....

• Growing

• Diligence

• Patience

• Persistence

• Maturity

… the mature, who by constant 
use [of God's Word] have 
trained themselves to 
distinguish good from evil.  

Hebrews 5:14 (NIV)

PART #1: THE FOUNDATION  → 
LEARNING WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS

Blessed is the man
who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked
or stand in the way of sinners
or sit in the seat of mockers. 

But his delight is in the law of the Lord,
and on his law he meditates day and night. 

He is like a tree planted by streams of water,
which yields its fruit in season

and whose leaf does not wither.
Whatever he does prospers.  …

For the Lord watches over the way of the righteous, … 
Psalm 1:1-3, 6a (NIV) 

IT MUST BE GOD'S FOUNDATION.

NO!

YES!

• The LEADERS have an obligation to teach you 

all things necessary.

Teach these new disciples to obey all the 
commands I have given you. 

Matthew 28:20a (NLT) 

JESUS' 

COMMAND:

… I didn't shrink from declaring all that 
God wants for you.  

Acts 20:27 (NLT)

PAUL'S 

EXAMPLE:

They were very willing to receive God's message, and 
every day they carefully examined the Scriptures to 
see if what Paul said was true. 

Acts 17:11b (GW) 

• But YOU have an obligation to find out for 

yourself – just like these people did:
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AND I'LL KEEP LOOKING 

FOR MORE INSTRUCTIONS!

1) Direct statements about specific responses.

Bless those who persecute you; bless and 
do not curse. 

Do not repay anyone evil for evil. 
Romans 12:14, 17a (NIV) 

I SHOULD BLESS HIM, 

AND NOT PUNCH HIM 

IN THE FACE!

E
X

A
M

P
LE

Direct statements can apply in a 
variety of ways.

Do not steal.  
Exodus 20:15 (NLT)

I MUST NOT 

TAKE HIS 

MONEY …
… OR SECRETLY GET 

INFORMATION OFF 

HIS COMPUTER.

I MUST GIVE 

PEOPLE WHAT 

I OWE THEM.

[Includes both "DON'T" and "DO" applications.]

E
X

A
M

P
LE

When we accept When we accept When we accept When we accept ALLALLALLALL that God says, that God says, that God says, that God says, 

Do not pervert justice; do not show 
partiality to the poor or favoritism to the 
great, but judge your neighbor fairly.    

Leviticus 19:15 (NIV) 

RICH PEOPLE 

DON'T DESERVE 

JUSTICE!

NO, ALL PEOPLE 

DESERVE JUSTICE

we will avoid the world's 

distorted concepts of good and evil.

E
X

A
M

P
LE

IMPORTANT CONSIDERATION:

• Some Old Testament instructions no longer have 

direct application to us, since:

• We are not under the Old Covenant. (Jesus brought us 
under a new covenant.)

• We live in a different context. (Example: Some 
instructions may have been written for a farming 
situation; but many of us live in the city.)

• But they may teach principles that are applicable. 

2) General principles that we can apply in a 

variety of ways.

Do not keep an ox from eating 
as it treads out the grain.  

Deut. 25:4 (NLT)

A New Testament illustration of a principle

THE OLD TESTAMENT VERSE:

Do you suppose God was thinking only about 
oxen when he said this? Wasn't he also 
speaking to us? Of course he was. 

Just as farm workers who plow fields and thresh 
the grain expect a share of the harvest, 
Christian workers should be paid by those 
they serve.   

1 Cor. 9:9b-10 (NLT) 

THE NEW TESTAMENT APPLICATION:

E
X

A
M

P
LE

Today's context may be different…Today's context may be different…Today's context may be different…Today's context may be different…
but the principles still apply!but the principles still apply!but the principles still apply!but the principles still apply!

If you come upon your enemy's ox or 
donkey that has strayed away, take it 
back to its owner.  

Exodus 23:4 (NLT)

MY ENEMY 

DOESN'T HAVE AN 

OX OR DONKEY!

WHAT IF YOU FIND HIS 

CELL PHONE? OR WHAT 

IF HE ACCIDENTLY 

DROPS SOME MONEY?

E
X

A
M

P
LE
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Commands and principles often Commands and principles often Commands and principles often Commands and principles often 
represent a represent a represent a represent a categorycategorycategorycategory of actions.of actions.of actions.of actions.

Do not curse the deaf or put a stumbling 
block in front of the blind, but fear your 
God. I am the Lord.   

Leviticus 19:14 (NIV) 

I TREAT DEAF AND 

BLIND PEOPLE 

WITH RESPECT!
HOW DO YOU TREAT 

PEOPLE WHO HAVE 

OTHER TYPES OF 

DISABILITIES?

E
X

A
M

P
LE

PART #2: THE BUILDING → 
DOING WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS

(Building upon the foundation)

WE NEED BOTH! WE CAN'T

EMPHASIZE ONE AND IGNORE THE OTHER.

I ONLY NEED 

HALF OF A 

FOUNDATION!

>  not just the parts we want <

JESUS DESCRIBES IT THIS WAY:

"Anyone who listens to my 
teaching and obeys me is 
wise, like a person who 
builds a house on solid 
rock. Though the rain 
comes in torrents and the 
floodwaters rise and the 
winds beat against that 
house, it won't collapse, 
because it is built on rock." 

Matthew 7:24-25 (NLT) 

JESUS DESCRIBES IT THIS WAY:

"But anyone who hears my 
teaching and ignores it is 
foolish, like a person who 
builds a house on sand. 
When the rains and floods 
come and the winds beat 
against that house, it will 
fall with a mighty crash." 

Matthew 7:26-27 (NLT) 
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There are many good results… 
but we will save that issue for another day.

• If you do the learning and doing of God's 
Word, the results will come automatically. 

• If you don't … knowing what the results are 
will be of no value.

It 's obvious!It's obvious!It's obvious!It's obvious!

LEARN and DO what God's Word 
instructs us to do …

And leave the results to GOD!
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"Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everybody."

Romans 12:17b

Living right, as a follower of JesusLiving right, as a follower of JesusLiving right, as a follower of JesusLiving right, as a follower of Jesus
Many of the Old Testament regulations were given to teach us

how a righteous society should act. The "Sermon on the

Mount" (Matthew 5-7) was given to teach us how righteous

individuals should act, even when society is unjust.

THE "SERMON ON THE MOUNT" (MATTHEW 5-7) 

A "MANIFESTO" FOR JESUS' FOLLOWERS.

About Jesus' followers (5:1-16):

C They recognize their weaknesses; their strength is in God.

C They are to be an influence in the world, even though the

world may hate them for it.

About the moral law (5:17-48):

C Jesus did not come to oppose it, but to fulfil it, and to warn

against distorting or downplaying its significance.

C We must not distort it, as the religious leaders did, by

reducing it to a list of external actions. 

i It's not just external actions, but attitudes of the heart.

i It's not legal technicalities, but a life of integrity.

i It's not about getting what we deserve, but expressing

love to all - even to those who give us what we don't

deserve.

About our religious activities (6:1-18):

C They are to be done as an act of love, not to impress people.

C Our prayer is to be an expression of "kingdom priorities," and

consistent with the way we live.

About our priorities (6:19-34):

C We are to be "one-focused" on God's Kingdom.

C We are to be preoccupied with "kingdom values," not with

what the world values.

C We are to "worry" about righteous living, and let God "worry"

about everything else!

Telling others about the Kingdom; warning about sin (7:1-6):

C We need to pay attention to these things ourselves, before we

tell others about them.

C When people reject this good news, we should leave them

alone and share it with others.

God's love and our love (7:7-12):

C We can trust God with our needs, because he generously

provides for his children - an expression of love.

C But we are to treat others the same way we want treated -

also an expression of love.

Responding the right way to the good news about the kingdom

(7:13-29):

C Be aware that few people will follow the way of the kingdom;

most will follow the way of destruction.

C Be aware that there will be many fakes. They will claim to

follow Jesus; but we will recognize them as fakes because

they do not live as followers of Jesus.

C A final warning: Learning and obeying Jesus' words is what

matters. Any other way leads to destruction.

Dennis Hinks © 2017; Scripture quoted from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984

International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved. (www.zondervanbibles.com)


