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INJUSTICE

PUBLIC UNREST

RIOTS

What role should YOU have in them?

DISCLAIMER: Pictures are for 
illustration only. 

– The presence of any specific individual in a 
scene does not mean that the person 

endorses what is happening.

– Some scenes may be used to illustrate 
something different from what they 
represented in their original context.

The reason 

children keep 
their crayons 

in separate rooms.

To maintain the peace.

I didn't like his 
color … so I 
killed him!

COLORS DON'T HATE …

I   H-A-T-E YOU!

PEOPLE DO.

I   H-A-T-E YOU!

SINFUL PEOPLE DO.

Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you 
know that no murderer has eternal life in him.   

1 John 3:15 (NIV)  
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If possible, so far as it depends on you, live 
peaceably with all people.  

Romans 12:18 (NET)  

Give everyone what you owe him: … if respect, 
then respect; if honor, then honor.   

Romans 13:7 (NIV)  

ISSUE:
Seeking first the kingdom of God

(Matthew 6:33) is more important 
than maintaining your "rights."

"The perfect storm"
I have my 

rights!
Back off!!Even if you disagree, you 

need to respect me!

This isn't
going to end 

up good.

Do you see a man who is hasty in his words? 
There is more hope for a fool than for him. 

Proverbs 29:20 (WEB)

What about "crooked cops"?

• If you're in a bad

situation, why 
make it worse?

– There may be 

options, but you 
still need to do 
what's right.

I'm 
obviously 

crooked!

A gentle answer turns away wrath, 
but a harsh word stirs up anger.    

Proverbs 15:1 (WEB)  

"Love your enemies, do good to those who 
hate you, bless those who curse you, pray 

for those who mistreat you."
Luke 6:27b-28 (NET)  

"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they 
shall be called sons of God." 

Matthew 5:9 (ESV)  

ISSUE:
Do your actions promote the 

peace and love of God?

"Let him who is without sin cast the first stone 
[or in this case, the first shoe]." 

Based on John 8:7

They are 
the sinners!

They did it to 
us… we'll do 

it to them!

…for all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God.

Romans 3:23 (NET)  
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We burned 
12 cars… 

3 businesses 
destroyed…

… sent 4 police  
and 9 bystanders 
to the hospital…

A wonderful 
day of 

protesting 
injustice!

Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them. 
Matthew 7:20 (NIV)

And why not say, “Let us do evil so that good may 
come of it”? … (Their condemnation is deserved!)

Romans 3:8 (NET)  

We want 
peace and 

justice!

We will 
destroy until 

we get it!

For God does not show favoritism.  
Romans 2:11 (NLT)  

I took care 
of those 

"racists"!

When you say they are wicked and 
should be punished, you are 

condemning yourself, for you do these 
very same things.   

Romans 2:1b (NLT)  

We're the "99%"!
The rich "1%" 
destroyed us. 

Now it's our turn to 
destroy them.

Do not pay anyone back evil for evil, ...

Do not take revenge, dear friends, but 
leave room for God's wrath. 

Romans 12:17a, 19a (ISV)  

PROBLEM:
Turning a LOCAL problem 

into a NATIONAL problem

How we get our information

This is 
what you 

need to 
believe…
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Crush the 
rioters!

Kill the 
police!

Great scene! 
We'll sell more 

newspapers!

Step 1: A Scene of Controversy

Step 2: Determine 
what best serves the 
interests of the media

Whatever it is… 

that is what 
you will see 

the most of.

Police attacking protesters.

Protesters attacking police.

"Once again, the 

overreacting police…"

"Once again, the rioting 

mobs attacked…"

Step 3: Redefine 
the issues, as 

necessary

HOW IT BEGAN...

You were going 80 MPH in 

a 25 MPH zone.

HOW IT WAS PORTRAYED…

"Once again, racial 
discrimination* has 

raised its ugly head…"

*(Insert any divisive topic.)

I'll fight until 
MY view of 

justice 
prevails!

Where did you 
get your view?

But the facts
say…

I saw it on 
television!

I heard mine on the 
radio talk show!

No! The facts
really say…

Step 4: Polarization of Views

YOU are wrong. It 
was self-defense!

YOU are wrong. It was 
cold-blooded murder!

Step 5: Stubborn Zeal of People Who Were Not There

YOUR eyewitnesses 
lied!

I see three 
round rods, not 

connected!

I see two square 
bars, connected 

at one end!

1

2
3 1

2

Which was it?

The eyewitnesses 
lied? NOT ALWAYS

Maybe sometimes.
Maybe mistaken.
Maybe half of what 

really happened.
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I see three 
round rods, not 

connected!

I see two square 
bars, connected 

at one end!

1

2
3 1

2

The eyewitnesses 
lied? NOT ALWAYS

Step 6: "Peaceful" Demonstrations 
(Blame the opponents for the violence.)

Step 7+: More Rage and Violence 
(encouraged by the media)… Etc.

YOUR MISSION

Be an instrument of 

peace and blessing

– even to those you 

disagree with.

Love is patient … kind … not proud … not rude … 
not self-seeking … not easily angered, it keeps 

no record of wrongs. Love … always perseveres.    
From 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 (NIV)  

Through the blessing of the upright a city is exalted,
but by the mouth of the wicked it is destroyed.    

Proverbs 11:11 (NIV)  

Don't leave a legacy of destruction!
(whether visible on the street, or hidden in the heart)

Credits (1)

SCRIPTURE

• 1 John 3:15; Romans 13:7; Matthew 7:20; 1 Corinthians 13:4-7; Proverbs 11:11 - Scripture quoted from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW 
INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights
reserved. (www.zondervanbibles.com)

• Romans 2:1b, 11 - Scripture quoted from the Holy Bible, New Living Translation, copyright ©1996. Used by permission of Tyndale House 
Publishers, Inc., Wheaton, Illinois 60189. All rights reserved. (www.newlivingtranslation.com)

• Romans 3:8, 23; 12:18; Luke 6:27b-28 - Scripture quoted by permission. Quotations designated (NET) are from the NET Bible® copyright 
©1996-2006 by Biblical Studies Press, L.L.C. http://netbible.com All rights reserved. 

• Proverbs 15:1; 29:20 – Scripture quoted from the World English Bible (public domain). (www.ebible.org) 

• Matthew 5:9 - Scripture quotation from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing 
ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. (www.gnpcb.org)

• Romans 12:17a, 19a - Scripture taken from the Holy Bible: International Standard Version®. Copyright © 1996-forever by The ISV 
Foundation. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED INTERNATIONALLY. Used by permission. (https://www.isv.org/bible/)

• John 8:7 – My paraphrase.

Credits (2)

PICTURES – some may be cropped to fit the slides

• Cannon – Uploaded by johnny_automatic at openclipart.org; Public Domain. 
http://openclipart.org/detail/11589/cannon-1-by-johnny_automatic

• Green crayon next to cannon – cut and modified from: By George Hernandez (Own work) [CC-BY-SA-3.0 
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0)], via Wikimedia Commons
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Crayola_24pack_2005.jpg

• "Dead" crayon – By Wewewezing (Own work) [CC-BY-SA-3.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0)], via Wikimedia Commons
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:60-tan-crayon_%281%29.jpg (modified)

• 14 crayons – By Jorge Barrios (Own work) [Public domain], via Wikimedia Commons
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Crayones_cera.jpg

• Hateful faces – By Barry Langdon-Lassagne (Own work) [CC-BY-3.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0)], via Wikimedia 
Commons
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Hating_Face.jpg (colors added)

• Person who appears to be throwing something, blazing inferno in background (background for "issues" and "problem" pages) – By 
Ввласенко (Own work) [CC-BY-SA-3.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0)], via Wikimedia Commons
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Kiev,_Grushevskogo_str._22.01.2014.JPG

• Lightning bolts (background) – © By Axel Rouvin; used with permission, via Wikimedia Commons.
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Lightning_02.jpg
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Credits (3)

PICTURES – some may be cropped to fit the slides

• Confrontation, policeman and individual – By Todd Huffman from Phoenix, AZ (Arguement) [CC-BY-2.0 
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0)], via Wikimedia Commons
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Jalalabad_traffic_policeman.jpg (greatly cropped)

• "Crooked cop" – Uploaded by andinuryadin at openclipart.org; Public Domain. 
http://openclipart.org/detail/171519/security-by-andinuryadin-171519 (greatly modified)

• Throwing shoes – By Anirudh Koul [CC-BY-2.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0)], via Wikimedia Commons
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:A_volley_of_shoes.jpg

• Complete chaos (black-white) – Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Hep-hep_riots.jpg

• Three people in front of a fire – Dennis Hinks © 2006

• Man holding up a flag (?), fire and people in background – By Elopde (Own work) [CC-BY-SA-3.0 
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0)], via Wikimedia Commons
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Riot_in_Vancouver.jpg

• Smoke pouring out of a building - By arpakola at gmail [CC-BY-SA-3.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0)], via Wikimedia 
Commons
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Commercial_Bank_%28closer_shot%29_%28Athens_riots_December_2008%29.JPG

Credits (4)

PICTURES – some may be cropped to fit the slides

• People throwing things out windows – By Johann Eckstein (Norton Anthology of English Literature) [Public domain], via Wikimedia 
Commons
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Priestley_Riots_painting.jpg

• Lightning bolt inside an arrow – By Airarcs (Own work) [CC-BY-SA-3.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0)], via Wikimedia 
Commons
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:225W_Tesla_coil_-_arcs_%28cropped%29.jpg

• Sparkler – By Sander van der Wel from Netherlands [CC-BY-SA-2.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0)], via Wikimedia 
Commons
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Merry_Christmas_%26_a_happy_New_Year!!_%284175422681%29_%282%29.jpg (greatly 
cropped)

• Atomic explosion – By Federal Government of the United States [Public domain], via Wikimedia Commons
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Operation_Upshot-Knothole_-_Badger_001.jpg

• Person giving speech on platform – Francisco Goya [Public domain], via Wikimedia Commons
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Esquilache_riots.jpg (modified)

• Rioters & riot police with shields – By Mstyslav Chernov/Unframe/http://www.unframe.com/ (Own work) [CC-BY-SA-3.0 
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0)], via Wikimedia Commons
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Clashes_between_protesters_and_interior_troop_officers_develop_in_Kyiv,_Ukraine._Events_of_
February_18,_2014.jpg

Credits (5)

PICTURES – some may be cropped to fit the slides

• Officers spraying protesters – By Willi Wallroth (Own work, all rights released (Public domain)) [Public domain], via Wikimedia Commons
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:107_Naziaufmarsch_24.03.2012_Frankfurt_Oder.jpg

• Injured officer – By Mstyslav Chernov/Unframe/http://www.unframe.com/ (Own work) [CC-BY-SA-3.0 
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0)], via Wikimedia Commons
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:A_police_officer_lying_on_the_ground_beaten_seen_during_clashes_in_Ukraine,_Kyiv._Events_
of_February_18,_2014.jpg

• Traffic ticket – By Yoichi R. (Yoichi Robert) Okamoto (for EPA), [Public domain], via Wikimedia Commons
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:TICKET_FOR_SPEEDING_-_NARA_-_546631.jpg

• Man holding camera – By Itu (Own work) [CC-BY-SA-3.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0)], via Wikimedia Commons
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Kachelmann-Urteil-RTL1.jpg

• Two people in chairs – By Artist: Chaim Koppelman (Chaim and Dorothy Koppelman Foundation) [CC-BY-SA-3.0 
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0)], via Wikimedia Commons
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Confrontation_2.jpg

• Two people pointing at each other – By Сигаретный ожог. Наталья Мозжухина (Фотоальбом группы) [CC-BY-SA-3.0-2.5-2.0-1.0 
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0)], via Wikimedia Commons
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:%D0%A1%D0%B8%D0%B3%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%B5%D1%82%D0%BD%D1%8B%D0%B9_
%D0%9E%D0%B6%D0%BE%D0%B32010.jpg

• Optical illusion – By Yosi Katz (Own work) [CC-BY-SA-3.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0)], via Wikimedia Commons
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:%D0%A1%D1%83%D0%BC%D0%B0%D1%88%D0%B5%D0%B4%D1%88%D0%B0%D1%8F_
%D0%B1%D1%83%D0%BA%D0%B2%D0%B0.jpg

Credits (6)

PICTURES – some may be cropped to fit the slides

• Large crowd – By Pablo-flores [CC-SA-1.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/sa/1.0/)], via Wikimedia Commons
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Against_the_Third_International_Congress_of_the_Spanish_Language_%282%29.jpg

• Burning building (behind the "X") – By The London Illustrated News staff ("sketches by our special artists") (The London Illustrated News, 
p. 482) [Public domain], via Wikimedia Commons
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:1888_Riots_in_Romania_-_Burning_of_houses_on_Prince_Ghika%27s_estate.jpg

• Burnt cars – By Badseed (Own work (Own photo)) [CC-BY-SA-3.0-2.5-2.0-1.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0)], via 
Wikimedia Commons
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Athens_riots_2008_Stournari_st._Barricade.jpg

• "Your mission" background – Dennis Hinks © 2013

• Presentation – Dennis Hinks © 2014.

• The use of a picture does not imply that the author of that picture agrees with the views of this presentation. Some might agree; some 
might not.


