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Assurance of Salvation

Part 111

GROWING IN GRACE
– The Concept of Growth

Max Ronnersjö (CC BY-SA 3.0) 

Cayambe (CC BY-SA 3.0) 

GROWING UP

A 

CHARACTERISTIC 
OF 

GOD'S PEOPLE

GOD'S PEOPLE are characterized by what 

they don't do… and by what they do.

but who instead delights in 
the teachings of the Lord,

and thinks about those 
teachings day and night.

Psalm 1:2 (DHT)  

Blessed is the person 
who does not follow 
the advice of the 
wicked,

or choose the way of 
sinners,

or associate with 
those who mock, …

Psalm 1:1 (DHT)  

This results in GROWTH 

He is like a tree planted by 
streams of water

– a tree that produces fruit in 
its season,

and whose leaves do not 
wither.

Everything he does prospers.
Psalm 1:3 (DHT)  

– Like fruitful trees.

(in contrast) The WICKED are like chaff –

empty grain husks.

Not so for the wicked!

They are like empty grain husks 
that the wind blows away.

Psalm 1:4 (DHT)  

DO THEY HAVE
FRUITFUL LIVES?

THEY'RE
EMPTY!

"WICKED" = Anyone
who does not delight in

God and his Word (even if they are church-goers).

There are consequences for both.

So the wicked will not be left 
standing at the judgment.

Sinners will not be left standing 
with the righteous people.  

Psalm 1:5 (DHT)  

For the Lord watches over the 
way of righteous people,

but the way of the wicked 

leads to destruction.
Psalm 1:5-6 (DHT)  
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GROWTH –

It is a characteristic of God's people!

Righteous people flourish like palm trees …

… and grow tall like the cedars 
in Lebanon.  

Psalm 92:12 (GW)

It's not a characteristic of the wicked.

… autumn trees, without fruit 
and uprooted--twice dead. 

Jude 1:12b (NIV)  

… such branches are picked up, 
thrown into the fire and burned. 

John 15:6b (NIV)

GROWTH …

It's a 

COMMAND.

It's a FACT for God's people.

(The fakes won't do it.)

… your faith is growing all the time 
and the love every one of you has for 

each other is increasing.   
2 Thes. 1:3b (ISV) 

But grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ.
2 Peter 3:18a (ESV)  

TWO THINGS

we know 

about this 

GROWTH

I … AM … 
FILLED … WITH … 

KNOWLEDGE!!

WE KNOW…

• We must 
hunger after 

God's Word 
so that we 
can grow.

Desire God's pure word as 
newborn babies desire 

milk. Then you will grow in 
your salvation. 

1 Peter 2:2 (GW)  

There is a "human responsibility" 

aspect to our growth.

• Growth must 
be our goal.

• RESULTS?

Instead of 
going after the 
ways of the 

world, …

… we will in all things grow
up into him who is the 

Head, that is, Christ. 

From him the whole body, 

joined and held together by 
every supporting ligament, 
grows and builds itself up 

in love, as each part does 
its work.  

Ephes. 4:15b-16 (NIV)  
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• We must pray 
that we will all

reach this goal.

• The GOAL
of this prayer 
is…

… that you may live worthily 
of the Lord and please him 

in all respects—bearing 
fruit in every good deed, 
growing in the knowledge 

of God, …
Col. 1:10b (NET)  

God's people are willing to do 

things that enable growth. 

WE ALSO KNOW…

We 
admit 

the 
human
role.

I [Paul] planted the seed, 
Apollos watered it, but God 

made it grow. 

So neither he who plants nor 

he who waters is anything, 
but only God, who makes 
things grow. 

1 Cor. 3:6-7 (NIV)  

GOD makes our growth possible.

We 
also 

admit 
God's
role.

• Our growth in 
the "body of 

Christ" is 
because of 

God.

… the whole body, supported 
and knit together through 

its ligaments and sinews, 
grows with a growth that 
is from God. 

Col. 2:19b (NET)  

God's people give God credit 

for the growth that has occurred. 

In the coming weeks…

We will be looking at a very 

important aspect of growth… 

GROWTH THAT IS 

EVIDENCE OF SALVATION.

IN GRACE

= EVIDENCE OF SALVATION!

Our responsibility:
• Working for growth (doing what is necessary).

• Praying for growth (including other's growth).

Our awareness:
• God has made growth possible.

• God deserves all the credit:

– For our willingness to grow. 

– For our success in growing.

Our mission: Focus on GROWTH
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