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Assurance of Salvation
Part 97

Love for the "brothers." 

And don't forget the "others"!

BROTHERS

(& sisters)

OTHERS

LOVE FOR NEIGHBOR

People who 
love GOD

People who 
DON'T love GOD

Issues to look at:
(in the next few weeks)

• FIRST: The broader category of: 

"Love for our neighbor."

• THEN: A narrower focus on: 

"Love for our brother"
(and its relationship to "assurance of 
salvation").

– "Brother" refers to people who demonstrate 
a desire and willingness to follow Jesus and 

to live a righteous life.

– In this context, "brother" includes "sisters."

"Love for our neighbor""Love for our neighbor"

"Teacher, which is the greatest 
commandment in the Law?" 

Jesus replied: " 'Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind.' This is 

the first and greatest commandment. 

And the second is like it: 'Love your 
neighbor as yourself.' 

All the Law and the Prophets hang on 

these two commandments."
Matthew 22:36-40 (NIV)

We start 
looking at 

this today.

We looked 

at this in 
the past.

• Even unsaved people tend to love those 

who love them back.

– Family and friends.

– People who share a common interest.

• Such types of love are important. They 
can be very good. But they do NOT prove 
you are saved.

● - ● - ● - ● - ● - ● - ●

Some aspects of "love for neighbor" Some aspects of "love for neighbor" 

do do NOTNOT prove we are saved.prove we are saved.

If you love those who love you, what reward will 

you get? 

Are not even the tax collectors doing that? 

And if you greet only your brothers, what are 

you doing more than others? 

Do not even pagans do that? 
Matthew 5:46-47 (NIV)  

Jesus requires Jesus requires something moresomething more from us!from us!

Love for those who don't love us back (people 

who may even hate us and persecute us).

A special love for people who love and obey 

God.
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A quick overview of 
"Love for Neighbor"

NOT referring to romance love.

I        U!

NOT referring to the world's perverted 

forms of "love," depraved lust, etc.

ALL I SEE IS 
DARKNESS!

RATHER, referring to the type of love 
that God requires all people to have.

!!!! !!!!

THAT'S 
BETTER!

Love for Neighbor – "WHO?"

• God's people

– There are some types of love that we must have 

exclusively for God's people.

• All people

– There are other types of love that we must have 

for all people.

Whenever we have the opportunity, we have to do 

what is good for everyone, especially for the 
family of believers.

Galatians 6:10 (GW)  

Examples of "Who"

• God's people (including their leaders). 
– 1 Peter 2:17; 1 John 5:1; 1 Thes. 5:13

• Our families.  
– Ephes. 5:25; Titus 2:4

• People of all nations (citizens and foreigners).
– Leviticus 19:34; Deut. 10:19; examples: Romans 9:2-3; 

Romans 10:1

• Enemies. 
– Exodus 23:4-5; Matthew 5:44; Romans 12:14, 20; 1 Peter 

3:9

• All people. 
– Galatians 6:10
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Love for Neighbor – "HOW?"
In many ways… here are a few examples:

• Christians helping each other.

– Galatians 5:13; Hebrews 6:10

• Helping those who have physical needs and 
misfortune.

– Matthew 25:35-36; Leviticus 25:35; Isaiah 58:7; 
Job 31:16-22; James 1:27; Romans 12:15; 1 Cor. 
12:26

– Some passages indicate a priority in helping our 
Christian family, but nobody is 100% excluded.

Examples of "How"

(More "How")

• Helping those who have spiritual needs and 
weakness.

THIS IS THE MOST IMPORTANT ASPECT OF 

LOVE FOR NEIGHBOR!

– Supporting them; building them up: Galatians 6:2; 
1 Thes. 5:14

– Not taking offense at their faults; not exposing 
their faults to others: Proverbs 10:12; 1 Peter 4:8; 
Ephes. 4:2

– Forgiving wrongs committed against us: Ephes. 
4:32; Col. 3:13

– Rebuking sin (rather than ignoring and enabling 

it): Leviticus 19:17; Matthew 18:15; to not do this 
is HATE!

Want to know more?

• Read the Bible, and you'll learn about love.

– Or listen to the Bible on CD, audio book, etc.

• Pay attention to the context: 

– To whom? When? How? Etc.

• Note any limits or restrictions (situations in 

which you are to not express love). 

– Example: There may be types of love you are to 

express toward God's people but not toward 
God's enemies (i.e., all unsaved people).

• This term "brothers" does not refer to:
– Unsaved people – those who make no pretension 

of following Jesus.
– Fake "church-goers" – those who do pretend to 

follow Jesus, but who are satisfied with doing 
"religious" activities once or twice a week.

• So don't misapply "brother" (and "sister") 
verses to "non-brothers"!

Love for the "brothers"

● - ● - ● - ● - ● - ● - ●

Many Scripture passages about love make 

reference to "our brothers." ("Sisters" are implied.)

CAUTION:
– Fakes may sometimes fool us for a while.
– Once it becomes evident that they are fake, we 

must treat them as such.

… some false brothers had infiltrated our ranks …
Galatians 2:4b (NIV)  

PAUL REFERRED TO SUCH AN EVENT:

… savage wolves will come in among you and will not 
spare the flock. Even from your own number men 

will arise and distort the truth in order to draw away 

disciples after them. So be on your guard!  
Acts 20:29-31a (NIV)  

EVEN LEADERS CAN BE FAKE!

THERE IS A BIG difference!

"Love for our brothers" - refers only to our 

"spiritual brothers" (and "sisters"), followers of Jesus 
Christ. 

– This love begins now and will continue for 
eternity.
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THERE IS A BIG difference!
(continued)

"Love for the others" - refers to anyone 

who is not a "brother" – which means all unsaved 

people.

– We can express love for them only in this 

present life. 

– Pray that God grants them salvation, just like he did for 

us! Then we can love them for eternity!

A reminder of what LOVE is…

1 Corinthians 13:4-8a

Love is patient and kind.

Love does not become jealous.

It does not brag about itself,

nor is it filled with pride.

● - ● - ● - ● - ● - ● - ●

[more]

[A reminder (continued)]

Love is not rude,

nor does it try to get its own way.

It is not quick to get upset with others,

nor does it keep a record of the wrongs

they have committed.

● - ● - ● - ● - ● - ● - ●

[more]

[A reminder (continued)]

Love is not happy when evil occurs;

rather it is delighted with the truth.

Love covers all things,

it remains confident and hopeful in all things,

it patiently endures all things.

Love never gives up.

● - ● - ● - ● - ● - ● - ●

DH Translation © 1998 

YOUR MISSION: Evaluate

How does it compare to:

• the world's type of "love"?

• God's type of love?

Begin to evaluate the 

nature of your love.

(If you don't know the difference, it's time to find out!)

Remember that love

"is delighted with the truth."
(1 Cor. 13:6b)

Those who claim we need "love" more than
"doctrine" (truth) are false teachers!

We need both 100%.

God's people will be recognized 

by the type of love that they have!
- - - - - - -

So be truthful about your self-evaluation!
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