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Assurance of Salvation

Part 92

Prayer: 

The Lord's Prayer: 

"Our Father"

Use entertaining 

techniques!

Pursue mystical 
feelings of "closeness 

with God"!

When Jesus 
taught about 

prayer, he did 
NOT say…

OR:

(Public Domain)

Talk to your 
Father!

He simply 
said…

… and gave 
examples of 
what to talk 

about.

(Public Domain)

PRAYER ISSUES

LEARNING ABOUT 

PRAYER

PART 3: "The Lord's Prayer"
(Introduction)

"Lord, teach us to pray!"

• But when Jesus came a new era had arrived.

Did the disciples 
NOT know how?

Actually, they DID 
know how. 

• When John the Baptizer came with the 
message of "repentance" …

It resulted in a new way of praying – one 

that fit the new message.

● - ● - ● - ● - ● - ● - ●

• So when JESUS came with the "Good News 
of the Kingdom"…

It was only natural for them to expect a 

new way of praying – one that fit the new
message.

“Lord, teach us to pray, just as John also 

taught his disciples.”
Luke 11:1b (WEB)  

• What Jesus taught them …
We call it "The Lord's Prayer."

It's found in Matthew 6:9-13; and a 
shortened form is found in Luke 11:2-4.
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Before that time… Prayer had a 

major role in the life of a Jew.

• 3x / day: They prayed a series of 18 "blessings."

• 2x / day: They quoted a creed based on 
passages in the Law.

• At the synagogue: They had various prayer 
activities, both formal (memorized) and 
spontaneous.

– The first 3 lines of the Lord's prayer are similar to 
one of these prayers.

MOST OF THIS WAS IN HEBREW, even though 

the people in Jesus' day spoke Aramaic.

When Jesus came… The disciples 

saw that he prayed differently.

• He prayed any time, not just at designated times.

• He used regular "everyday language," not a 

formal "prayer language."

• He called God "Father."

• He prayed about things that were not usually 
considered "prayer topics."   EXAMPLES:

– He prayed for the disciples (Luke 22:31-32).

– He gave thanks in bad circumstances (Matthew 
11:25-26).

– He forgave those who killed him (Luke 23:34).

So HOW should we pray? Jesus 

started by telling us how NOT to pray!

First "HOW NOT": NOT TO IMPRESS PEOPLE

– The hypocrites do this!

When you pray, don't be like hypocrites. They 
like to stand in synagogues and on street 
corners to pray so that everyone can see 

them. 
Matthew 6:5a (GW)  

• The issue isn't "public vs. private," but "motives."

– Public prayer is often found in Scripture.

Second "HOW NOT":

NOT TO "PUSH" GOD FOR WHAT WE WANT

– The heathens do this!

When you pray, don't ramble like heathens who 
think they'll be heard if they talk a lot. 

Matthew 6:7 (GW)  

• A high "quantity" of praying (i.e., lots of words) 

- is not the same as -

a high "quality" of praying (i.e., the right attitude).

Now let's get to the "Our Father" 

• These 2 words mean a lot. 

• Without them, the rest of the prayer loses its 

significance!

"OUR" – Emphasizing 

"COMMUNITY"

• The main focus of Scripture is prayer as a 
group activity.

• We are an interdependent 
community – all part of 
one body.

We pray as ONE 
body of Christ!

(Public Domain)
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What about praying as "individuals"?

• The "group" focus does not mean that people 
should never pray as "individuals"!

– When we do, there should be an awareness 
that we are part of the GROUP of God's people.

• Being part of the GROUP 

is what gives our praying 
as INDIVIDUALS 
significance. 

I pray as part of the 
ONE body of Christ!

(Public Domain)

"FATHER" – The 

basis by which 
we can approach 

God.

• JESUS has a unique relationship to the 
Father, one that we don't have. It's his "native 
right" to pray "my Father."

– The only time he said "our Father" was when he 
was telling the disciples what to say!

What does "Father" mean?

• Two New Testament words:

– ἀββά ("abba") – Aramaic, the language 
Jesus would have spoken.

– πατήρ ("pater") – Greek, the language of 

the New Testament world.

And by [the Spirit] we cry, "Abba, Father."  
Romans 8:15b (NIV)  

• "Abba" combines both respect (like our word 
"Father") and intimacy (like our word "Daddy").

• AS CREATOR? This is the only sense in 

which all people can call God "Father." We 
owe our existence to him. 

"As one of your own poets says, 'We are his 
offspring.' "

Acts 17:28b (NLT)  

PAUL SPEAKING TO THE PEOPLE AT ATHENS:

The BIG Question:
How do we DARE to call God "Father"?

But this is NOT what 
the "Lord's Prayer" is referring to!

• By NATURE:

– Only Jesus has the right to be called "family."

– We have no right to address God as "Father."

• By ADOPTION:

– This is the only way we can gain this 
relationship. 

– It is only because of what Jesus did on the 
cross, that we can call God "Father."

The "Father" in the "Lord's Prayer" 

has to do with family!
OUR ORIGINAL "FATHER"

• We were born as rebels against God.

• We, by nature, had a different "father."

You belong to your father, the devil, and you 
want to carry out your father's desire. 

John 8:44a (NIV)  

He who does what is sinful is of the devil, …
1 John 3:8a (NIV)  

JUST LIKE MANY OF THE PEOPLE IN JESUS' DAY:
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WHAT CHANGED?

• We would have lived and died as the devil's 

"children," except for two very important 
words: 

"But God…"

• These two words make all the difference 
between heaven and hell.

But God is rich in mercy because of his 

great love for us.  
Ephes. 2:4 (GW)  

We were dead…

And God made us alive!

We were dead because of our failures, but 

he made us alive together with Christ.
(It is God's kindness that saved you.)  

Ephes. 2:5 (GW)  

• This is what it means to be "born again."

• But it's only because of our association (or 

union) with Jesus Christ that we have this life.

"Born again" – something that 

GOD does to us.

You must be born again. … born of the Spirit.
John 3:7b, 8b (NIV)  

… children born not of natural descent, nor of 
human decision or a husband's will, but born 
of God. 

John 1:13 (NIV)  

• It's not like our first birth.
Yet to all who received him, to those who 

believed* in his name, he gave the right to 

become children of God…
John 1:12 (NIV)  

"For God so loved the world that he gave his 
one and only Son, that whoever believes* in 

him shall not perish but have eternal life."
John 3:16 (NIV)  

* As we have seen elsewhere, "believe" means "trust," and implies 
a willingness to "follow" Jesus. "Repentance" is also part of it.

Human responsibility
• It's connected to what God does. We cannot 

blame God if we refuse his offer!

• Only those who repent and trust God for 
deliverance from a life of sin can call God 
"Father."

– Until we do this, we are just like the fakes of 
Jesus' day!

Can YOU call God "Father"?

• Do I admit that my sin is sin?

• Am I willing to repent and trust God for 

salvation?

• If not: I CANNOT CALL GOD "FATHER." *

* (If I do, I am lying.) 

WHAT DOES THIS ALL MEAN?
(for those of us who have become 

part of God's family)

• Three things are true of us:

– We are chosen by the Father.

– We are secure because of the Father.

– We are heard by the Father.

DETAILS FOLLOW!



5

1) We are chosen by the Father 

for this special relationship.

For he chose us in him before the creation of 
the world to be holy and blameless in his 
sight. 

In love he predestined us to be adopted as his 
sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance 

with his pleasure and will-- to the praise of his 
glorious grace, which he has freely given us 
in the One he loves. 

Ephes. 1:4-6 (NIV)  

• Jesus has made the Father known to us!

"Only the Father knows the Son. And no one 
knows the Father except the Son and those 

to whom the Son is willing to reveal him."
Matthew 11:27b (GW)  

• Because of the "human responsibility" part, 
we know that we must come to Jesus as 
"humble children"!

• But our natural response is quite the opposite! 

– We want to be considered "big and important"; yet 
Jesus says we must consider ourselves "little."

– When God saves us, our attitude changes!

"I tell you the truth, whoever does not receive 
the kingdom of God like a child will never 

enter it"  
Mark 10:15 (NET) 

I'd like to introduce 
my Father to you!

He is great; 
I am little!

2) We are secure because of 

the Father … in 2 ways.

#1 – Secure in the FUTURE: We who 

are God's "little ones" cannot be lost!

– In fact, his kingdom already belongs to us!

… your Father in heaven is not willing that one 
of these little ones be lost.  

Matthew 18:14 (NET)  

Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father is 
well pleased to give you the kingdom.

Luke 12:32 (NET)  

#2 – Secure at the PRESENT: He will 

take care of our needs today.

• He already knows all our needs; but he uses 
prayer as the means by which he provides.

Your Father knows what you need 
before you ask him.  

Matthew 6:8b (GW)

• The last half of the "Lord's Prayer" focuses 

on our needs.

• God may withhold something, so that we may 
gain something more important.

– There will always be a good purpose behind it. 

He [God] humbled you, causing you to hunger 

and then feeding you with manna, which 
neither you nor your fathers had known, 

to teach you that man does not live on bread 
alone but on every word that comes from the 
mouth of the Lord. 

Deut. 8:3 (NIV)  

(EXAMPLE) AS MOSES TOLD ISRAEL:

When needs aren't "met"
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3) Our prayers are heard
by the Father

• We can be confident that God, 
1) who chose us in love, and 
2) who provides for our needs 

will hear our prayers!

Ask, and you will receive. Search, and you will find. 
Knock, and the door will be opened for you. 

Everyone who asks will receive. The one who 
searches will find, and for the one who knocks, 
the door will be opened.  

Matthew 7:7-8 (GW)  

• We are still heard, and a response will come in 
due time.

• Jesus, our "older brother," experienced this.

During the days of Jesus' life on earth, he 
offered up prayers and petitions with loud 
cries and tears to the one who could save 

him from death, 

and he was heard because of his reverent 

submission. 
Hebrews 5:7 (NIV)

[On the cross, during God's "silence," Jesus died. But God 
answered… and brought resurrection life to Jesus and to us!]

When we see no response

YOUR MISSION: 

If God has become your Father:

• Rejoice and live for him!

If he is not your Father:

• Consider what you're missing.

– There is still time to abandon your "natural" father 
(the devil) and to be adopted into God's family.

– You don't know when the opportunity will end; so 
don't waste your time!
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