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Assurance of Salvation
Part 42

Faith

(#5)

Beware of
FAKE FAITH

WARNING 

• Many people have "faith"; many call 
themselves "believers."

• Few will be saved.

Many who think they are safe 
won't "make it."

(Worldwide, this would still be millions.)

The offer is there…

but few will qualify.

"For many are called, but few are 

chosen."    
Matthew 22:14 (KJV)

Only those with a 
LIVING FACT-BASED FAITH

will be saved.

(We saw this last week.)

Someone asked him, "Lord, will only a few 

be saved?"

He replied, "The door to heaven is narrow.

Work hard to get in, because many will try 
to enter, but when the head of the house 

has locked the door, it will be too late. 

Then you will stand outside knocking and 
pleading, 'Lord, open the door for us!' 

But he will reply, 'I do not know you.' "
Luke 13:23-25 (NLT)  

Jesus warns us…

** That's all there is to it. **

They will throw them into the fiery furnace, 
where there will be weeping and gnashing 

of teeth. 
Matthew 13:42 (NET)
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FAKE FAITH!

The world offers many kinds; but we can 
group them into two categories:

1) Obviously fake.

2) "Look-good" counterfeits.

I believe 

in my 
idol.

I believe in a 

god who loves 
everyone and 

will never send 
anyone to hell.

I believe that 

all paths lead 
to heaven.

I believe in 

reincarnation.

I believe 
in human 

potential.

FAKE FAITH:
Sometimes obvious

Some people direct their 
"faith" toward a false god

(whether or not an 
actual idol is used).

WE TRUST YOU! PLEASE 
DON'T TOPPLE OVER!!

Others claim they "don’t believe in God"

The fool has said in 

his heart,

"There is no God."
(Psalm 14:1a WEB)

In reality, 

ALL people know that God exists.

• But they suppress the truth that they know.

[They] suppress the truth by their 

wickedness … what may be known 
about God is plain to them, because 

God has made it plain to them.
(Romans 1:18b-19 NIV)  

For since the creation of the world God's 

invisible qualities--his eternal power and 
divine nature--have been clearly seen, 

being understood from what has been 

made, so that men are without excuse. 

For although they knew God, they neither 
glorified him as God nor gave thanks to 

him, but their thinking became futile and 
their foolish hearts were darkened. 

(Romans 1:20-21 NIV)

The issue is their unwillingness to 
face up to the facts about God.

• They would rather go after

their own pretensions.

They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, 

and worshiped and served created 
things rather than the Creator--who is 

forever praised. Amen. 
(Romans 1:25 NIV)  
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When the Bible mentions "believing in 

God," it refers to:

Whoever goes to God must believe 

that God exists and that he rewards 
those who seek him.

(Hebrews 11:6b GW)  

• No longer suppressing what we know 

in our hearts (= the issue we saw in Romans 1).

• Accepting the truth about God and 
the future judgment.

FAKE FAITH:
Sometimes a counterfeit

Counterfeits often look appealing. 
This makes them more dangerous.

The 
differences 

are NOT AS 
OBVIOUS

as this.

GENUINE

FAKE 

You need both "facts" and "life" 

to have genuine saving FAITH. 

Only those with a 

LIVING FACT-BASED FAITH

will be saved.

LFbF LFbF
EITHER BY 
ITSELF IS A 

COUNTERFEIT!

Emphasizing "facts" without "life"

• Is like having a 
foundation without 

the building.

LFbF

At least I 

know the 
truth!

FAKE

Emphasizing "life" without "facts"

• Is like 
having a 

building 
without the 

foundation.

LFbF

At least I'm 

doing 
something!

FAKE

Jesus requires both.

LFbF GENUINE
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Beware of the 
counterfeits!

"FACTS" without "LIFE." / "LIFE" without "FACTS."

NEITHER is the FAITH

of the Bible.

BOTH are easy to get 

trapped in.

Examine yourselves, to see whether you 
are in the faith. Test yourselves. 

Or do you not realize this about yourselves, 

that Jesus Christ is in you?
—unless indeed you fail to meet the test!

(2 Corinthians 13:5, ESV)

No wonder the Bible tells us 

to make sure of our 

salvation!

WARNING!!! 
Many "believers" are actually "unbelievers," 

and they don't even realize it!

Sometimes they turn away 
from the truth.

Some people are like seeds on rocky soil. 
They welcome the word with joy whenever 

they hear it, but they don't develop any 
roots. They believe for a while, but when 

their faith is tested, they abandon it.
From one of Jesus' parables, Luke 8:13 (GW)  

What an unpleasant surprise 

that will be.

Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never 

knew you.' 
Matthew 7:23a (NIV)  

Sometimes they continue as 
"church-goers" until they die.

ARE YOU AN "UNBELIEVER"?

• "UNBELIEF" (as the Bible uses it) normally refers to:

– "I have my own views about God."

• APPLICATION: Do you accept what the Bible
reveals about God?

– "I do not trust God."

• APPLICATION: When God doesn't do things the 
way you want, do you trust him to know what is 
right?
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OR DO YOU FOLLOW JESUS 
WHEREVER HE LEADS?

"I am the good shepherd; I know my own 

sheep, and they know me …

"My sheep recognize my voice; I know them, 
and they follow me." 

(John 10:14, 27 NLT)

YOUR MISSION

• EXAMINE YOURSELF
– as the Scriptures instruct you to do. 

• FACE REALITY (and deal with it)
– especially if you discover things that are not

what they should be.

The devil is out to get you.

It's not easy being saved; but the 
other option is much worse.

Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour. 

1 Peter 5:8b (NIV)  

"If it is hard for the righteous to be saved, what will 
become of the ungodly and the sinner?"   

1 Peter 4:18 (NIV)

God is out to help you.

If you are willing to follow Jesus, you 
won't be doing it on your own.

To him who is able to keep you from falling and to 

present you before his glorious presence 
without fault and with great joy–

to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, 

power and authority, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! 
Amen.

Jude 1:24-25 (NIV)
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