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Assurance of Salvation

Part 13

The role of God's sovereignty 

and human responsibility (1)

Examine yourselves, to see whether you are in the 
faith. Test yourselves. 

Or do you not realize this about yourselves, that 

Jesus Christ is in you?
—unless indeed you fail to meet the test!

(2 Corinthians 13:5, ESV)

Assurance of Salvation

(Make sure while you can!)

Suppose someone says…

• "What you've said doesn't match my life, 

but I don't really care what you say… 

I'm still saved!"

Answer…

• "You can claim what you want,

but you can't change reality. …"

And reality is…

• Certain things PROVE you are unsaved

• Certain things PROVE nothing

• Certain things PROVE you are saved

WHETHER OR NOT 

YOU WANT TO BELIEVE IT
maix¿? (CC BY-SA 2.5) 

GOD reveals to us "the way it is," 

and what he says "wins" over what you say.

Your only options in this matter:

• Delight in what God has revealed to us, 

and change your views.

• Delight in lies, and don't change your 

views.

Why does God say this?

(This is a good and appropriate question, 
if you're willing to listen to God's answer.)
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Here is the reason!

Because: 

God is sovereign over creation.

> AND <

Humans are responsible for their 

actions.

The Bible tells us that 
God's sovereignty and human 

responsibility WORK TOGETHER

• Because of God's sovereignty, God guarantees
that certain characteristics will be present 
and will grow.

• Because of human responsibility, God's people 
are willing to grow in these areas (in spite of the 
"ups and downs" they may have along the way).

This is a vital issue!

• It is foundational to everything in life.

• This is the reason that people can have 

assurance of salvation 
or (if applicable) proof that they are not saved.

Michael Rosengarten BEng, MD.McGill (CC BY-SA 3.0) 

To understand the "mystery"

of how 
Sovereignty and 

Responsibility work 

together…

• Do we need to hire a 
detective?

NO!
Acrow1986 (CC BY-SA 3.0) 

(Public Domain)

• Do we need to break through to 
heaven, 

in order
to find it?

NO!

(Public Domain)

• Is it beyond our ability 

to comprehend?

NO!
© Jon Bodsworth (used with permission) Public Domain

(Public Domain)
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GOOD NEWS! To learn about God's 

sovereignty and human responsibility…

• God has already

revealed to us what 
we need… in the 

Bible!

• We just need to pay 

attention to it, 

without adding to it or 
subtracting from it. YES!!

(Public Domain)

The key is to 

"not add or subtract"!

Accept what God says, 
and trust him in anything beyond that.

(Public Domain)

The world teaches us that 
sovereignty and responsibility work 

against each other

"If God is 

sovereign, how 
can I be 

responsible for 

my actions?"*

* (Stop "clowning around" 
with the world's lies!)

Melissa Wiese (CC BY 2.0) 

If you start with the world's view…

• It will never stop being a confusing and 
conflicting issue.

• Depending on how you 
"reconcile" the two, you 
could end up with 
– A cruel tyrant god

– a weak powerless god, 

– a helpless human "puppet."

Plantabaja  (CC BY-SA 3.0) 

EACH OF US

was taught the world's view

• It permeates all of society – the media, the 

schools, the views of our friends… 

• … so it quite naturally influences the way 

we think.

• Only by submitting our thoughts to the 

Word of God can our views change.

The Bible teaches us that 
sovereignty and responsibility work 

with each other

"Since God is
sovereign, I am
responsible for my 
actions. 

God guarantees it will 
be that way, and the 
devil cannot stop it!"

Gustavo Veríssimo (CC BY 2.0) 
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If you start with the Bible's view…
(and don't add to or subtract from what it says)

• You'll be able to learn everything necessary
about it 
– including how to respond to it 

• You'll be able to trust the rest to God.

• And since God is sovereign, your salvation will 
be based on a firm foundation!

Here is a passage that shows the two 

working together:

John 6:37 (NIV)  

• All that the Father 
gives me will come to 
me, 

• and whoever comes to 
me I will never drive 
away. 

The "God's 
sovereignty" part

The "human 

responsibility" part

Here is a another example:

Philip. 2:12-13 (NIV)  

Therefore, my dear friends, as 
you have always obeyed--not 
only in my presence, but now 
much more in my absence—

continue to work out your 
salvation with fear and 
trembling, 

for it is God who works in you to 
will and to act according to his 
good purpose.

The "human 
responsibility" part

The "God's 
sovereignty" part

(Note their 
willingness to obey.)

YOUR MISSION

We plan to look at this issue further next week. But for now…

PART 1

Remember this important lesson:

The Bible never portrays 
sovereignty and 

responsibility as enemies 
in conflict.

Public Domain

The Bible always portrays 
sovereignty and 

responsibility as friends in 
cooperation.

DonPaolo (CC BY-SA 2.5) 
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YOUR MISSION

PART 2

Keep your eyes open for Scripture passages 

that illustrate either (or both) of these 
concepts. 

There are plenty of them!
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