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Assurance of Salvation
Part 11

Review
Examine yourselves, to see whether you are in the 

faith. Test yourselves. 

Or do you not realize this about yourselves, that 
Jesus Christ is in you?
—unless indeed you fail to meet the test!

(2 Corinthians 13:5, ESV)

Assurance of Salvation

(Make sure while you can!)

Today is…

REVIEW  TIME!

Our road map

Public domain

1. Actions that prove you aren't saved.
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1. Actions that prove you aren't saved.
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Some of the sins that prove you are 
not saved. 

• abandoning themselves to sensuality 
• abominable idolatry   
• abusive
• abusive language    
• adulterers 
• all liars
• anger
• arrogant 
• bitterness
• Boastful
• brutal
• callous and unloving
• carousing
• clamoring 
• coarse joking
• conceited
• deceit 
• deceived
• degraded passions
• disobedient
• disobedient to parents 
• Dissensions
• drinking parties 
• drunkards 
• drunkenness
• eagerly indulging in all kinds of impure conduct
• enslaved to all kinds of desires and pleasures
• envy
• every form of malice 
• every kind of wickedness
• evil
• evil desires 
• exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images
• exchanged the truth of God for a lie
• factions
• faithless 
• Falsehood
• foolish
• foolish talk 
• full of envy

• God-haters
• gossips
• greed (this is idolatry) 
• hating each another 
• hating what is good
• hatred
• having a form of godliness but denying its power 
• heartless
• idolaters 
• idolatry 
• immorality
• impurity 
• insolent
• inventing ways of doing evil 
• jealousy
• living in envy
• living in malice 
• lovers of money
• lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God
• lovers of themselves
• lustful
• lustful acts
• lustful impurity 
• lying to one another
• male prostitutes
• malice
• men abandoned natural sexual relations with 

women and burned with lust for each other 
• men committed indecent sexual acts with other men
• murder
• obscenity
• outburst of anger
• passionate lust
• practicing homosexuals
• practicing magic
• proud
• rage 
• reckless
• revelry
• ruthless 
• selfish ambition 

• senseless
• sensual living
• sexual immorality 
• sexually immoral 
• slander
• slanderers 
• slanderous
• spiteful 
• strife 
• suppress the truth in their wickedness (since what 

can be known about God is plain to them) 
• swindlers 
• the cowardly
• the fornicators
• the greedy 
• the idolaters 
• the morally polluted
• the murderers
• the unbelieving
• they did not give thanks to him
• they did not honor him as God 
• they know God's righteous decree (that those who 

do such things deserve death), but they continue to 
do them and approve of others doing them

• thieves 
• those practicing magic arts
• treacherous
• unforgiving
• ungodliness 
• ungrateful
• unholy
• unwholesome words
• unwilling to retain their knowledge of God   
• wanton revelry 
• without self-control
• women exchanged natural sexual relations for 

those going against nature
• worldly desires
• worshiped and served the creature rather than the 

Creator
• wrath

This list of sins is based on what God tells 
us in these few passages:

Romans 1:18-32; 13:13-14; 
1 Corinthians 6:9-11; Galatians 5:19-21; 

Ephesians 4:19, 25, 29, 31; 5:3-7; 
Colossians 3:5-9; 2 Timothy 3:1-5; 

Titus 2:11-12; 3:3; 1 Peter 4:3; 
Revelation 21:7-8

(Of course, don't forget what is found in the rest of the Bible!)
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NONE of these can characterize 
the life of a saved person.

(This is no joke.)

1 John 3:9 (NLT)  
Those who have been born into God's 

family do not sin*, because God's life is in 
them. So they can't keep on sinning*, 
because they have been born of God. 

*(This refers to lifestyle – the way you live.)

The person born of God does
struggle with sin…

But his 
struggle 
involves 

recognizing 
and fighting

sin, 

not 
living in denial 
and enjoying

it.
© Orna Agmon Ben Yehuda / CC-BY-SA-3.0

I feel 
so-o-o-o
clean!!

LIVING IN DENIAL!

2 Peter 2:22© Orna Agmon Ben Yehuda / CC-BY-SA-3.0

NOT this:

It may feel like a "civil war"…

But a person born of God doesn't choose to fight FOR the enemy!
Public Domain

Jesus died whyRemember 

(and rose again)

"He will save his people from

their sins." (Matthew 1:21)

He didn't save them so that they could 
remain "in their sins."

Our road map
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2. Actions that prove nothing.
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2. Actions that prove nothing.
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EXAMPLES:

• Good deeds
• Knowing the Bible
• Religious activities
• Gifts and abilities
• Conviction of sin
• Feeling "assured" about your salvation
• Knowing the time of your supposed 

conversion
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WHY do they prove nothing?

• Most (not all) of them are a necessary part of 
salvation. 
- (Characteristics that grow in us, as we grow in our salvation.)

• All of them can be imitated by people who are 
NOT followers of Jesus.

• Because of this, they cannot prove we are 
saved.

Our road map
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3. Actions that prove you are saved.

Th
is

 is
 

ne
xt

 !!
!

maix¿? (CC BY-SA 2.5)

maix¿? (CC BY-SA 2.5)

Lights - maix¿? (CC BY-SA 2.5)

(Perhaps you're wondering…)

What did we
accomplish?

Do you feel as though 
everything you ever held on 

to has been destroyed?

• Well, you're not 
the first person to 
experience this!

Olecrab (CC BY 3.0) 
Halen (CC BY-SA 3.0) 
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"We demolish arguments and 
every pretension that sets 

itself up against the 
knowledge of God, and we 

take captive every thought to 
make it obedient to Christ." 

(NIV) 

Any time something 

false showed up, Paul 

demolished it!

Consider what Paul said in 2 Corinthians 10:5

Ballymuner (CC BY-SA 3.0) 

But don't worry. The purpose of 
tearing down the old …

User:Stahlkocher /  Wikimedia Commons / CC BY-SA 3.0
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… is to replace it with 
something better!

(Public Domain)(Public Domain)

2 Cor. 5:17 (NIV)  

If anyone is in 

Christ, he is a new 
creation; the old 

has gone, the new 

has come! 

If we feel "destroyed"…

How should we
respond?

Responding 
to PART 1

1. Actions that prove you aren't saved.

maix¿? (CC BY-SA 2.5)

If you find yourself saying…

• "If what you are saying is true, then all my 
friends are unsaved – and so am I."

If so, then THANK GOD!

• Now you know the truth, and there's still 
time for you to repent!

If you find yourself asking…

• "What about all those church scandals, 
where the leaders are found to be 
committing all sorts of sin?"

(They still claim to be saved!)

If church leaders and God 
contradict, then

BELIEVE GOD, not the leaders!

The problem: People tend to assume

that church leaders are saved
- even when evidence is lacking -

• They tend to evaluate church leaders by 
traits that do not prove anything about 
salvation (outgoing personality, leadership 
skills, etc.). 

• Jesus warned us that there would be 
many false teachers and preachers.
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Responding 
to PART 2

2. Actions that prove nothing.

maix¿? (CC BY-SA 2.5)

If you find yourself saying:

"You're not starting the list of 'proofs' until 
next week (or later)…

"WHAT HAPPENS IF I DIE 
BEFORE THEN?"

"… the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God."

This does NOT refer to God's Word, 
as "a bunch of print on paper," but to

the actively used Word of God.

Ephesians 6:12-17 describes the Christian's 
"armor of God." In v. 17b, we read:

The Spirit 
uses 

the "Sword" 
(the Word of God)

to give us 
victory over 

sin.

[The situation may 
look bad, but 

with the sword, 
victory will come.]

Public 
domain

Consider what James tells us:

James 1:21-22 (NIV)  
Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil 

that is so prevalent and humbly accept the word
planted in you, which can save you.

Do not merely listen to the word, and so 
deceive yourselves. Do what it says.

THIS IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY…
(God will take care of the rest;

everything will be O.K.)

YOUR MISSION!

A SUMMARY:

(1) You have God's Word… USE IT!!!

(2) Evaluate your motives.

(3) PRAY.
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YOUR MISSION (Part 1):
You have God's Word… USE IT!!!

• Read it – find out what it says

• Learn it – find out what it means

• Live it – find out how it changes lives

Let the Spirit do something in your life!

Ixtlilto (CC BY-SA 3.0) 

Pay attention to God's Word!!!Pay attention to God's Word!!!

YOUR MISSION (Part 2):
Evaluate your motives. 

(And straighten them out, if necessary.)

Ask yourself…

Why do you want to "go to 
heaven"?

(Most people really couldn't care less about God. They 
have other reasons for wanting to "go to heaven.")

• Because you want to 
worship and serve 
God?

• Or because you want 
to "feel good"; and 
you think it would be 
more fun than the 
alternative?

Public domain

(Motives tell us a lot about our spiritual condition.)

(Public Domain)

(Public Domain)

Why do you 
want to "go to 

heaven"?

(Public Domain)

YOUR MISSION (Part 3): PRAY.

• That the Spirit will do things
in us that we are powerless to 
do ourselves.

• That we will do things that we 
are powerless to do … and 
admit that the power came 
from God.

(Public Domain)

(Not just for yourself, 
but for us as a group.)

(Don't forget it!)

(Public Domain)
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