Assurance of Salvation
Part 6

Doing religious activities

Assurance of Salvation

Examine yourselves, to see whether you are
in the faith. Test yourselves.

Or do you not realize this about yourselves,
that Jesus Christ is in you?
—unless indeed you fail to meet the test!

(2 Corinthians 13:5, ESV)

1. Things that prove
you aren't saved.

2. Things that prove
nothing.

3. Things that prove
you are saved.

Things that prove
nothing.

Their ABSENCE is a good indicator @
that you do not know God...

But their PRESENCE does not
guarantee salvation, for an
UNSAVED person can do it!

TODAY'S TOPIC:
Doing religious
activities

This might include...

Things we wear!
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Places we visit!

Things we do!
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It could involve what we say, The world offers its own set of
hear, look at... "religious activities." *
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You can even do "non-religious"
religious activities!

Followers of these "non-religious" activities
go through the same motions as do
followers of the "religious" ones.

— Same zeal and devotion!
— Same fanaticism and blind loyalty!

(Have you ever noticed the way
some guys "worship" the
half-naked cheer leaders?)

For instance...
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Sacred Icon of the Flying Spaghetti Monster
. . (invented by an evolutionist, R. Dawkins)
. Religious ;
The atheists have C
their own kind of activities
religious activities — are a dime
expressions of d '
"blind faith"! a aozen'
(They just don't call
it "religion.")
People make up new <y
ones every year! ",- © Gdallorto,

Most religious activities
are invented by
humans (or
worse).

Do ANY of these PROVE
that people are Christians ?7?7?

No!

And some might prove you aren't!

» Fewreligious
activities are
required by God.

In the 1950's, nearly everyone in the
USA seemed to be encouraging

Well... , religious activities.
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How about the ABSENCE of out gifts with
iai iviti pictures of
religious activities? plowres of

them!

(Note the glass is
cracked. Maybe that
symbolizes something.)
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Today, many people in churches
downplay religious activities.

But studies have shown that
"spirituality" WITHOUT some type of
religious activities tends to result in
unstable people.

JEsus, NOT ¢
RELIGION!! /b

« Certain activities are required by God.
(Examples: Worship, prayer, learning God's Word,
baptism, the Lord's Supper, etc.)

» Genuine Christians will want to do what
God requires them to do!

« Unfortunately... fakes can do them too.

Matthew 23:5a, 23b, 23:25b, 27b-28 (NIV)
Everything they do is done for men to see...

You give a tenth of your spices--mint, dill and cummin. But
?/ou have neglected the more important matters of the
aw--justice, mercy and faithfulness.

You clean the outside of the cup and dish, but inside they
are full of greed and self-indulgence.

You are like whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on
the outside but on the inside are full of dead men's
bones and everything unclean. In the same way, on the
outside you appear to people as righteous but on the
inside you are full of hypocrisy and wickedness.

(Read the whole chapter!)

The issue isn't

"Christ vs. Religion"
(though they are different).

but

"What does the Bible say?"

Remember Jesus' "friends," the
Pharisees?

A perfect
example
of:

"... having
a form of
godliness
but
denying
its
power."
2 Tim. 3:5a i -
(NIV) 3 Publc/eHEN

YOUR MISSION...

* Know the difference between "following
Jesus" and "doing religion." They are NOT
the same!

* Follow Jesus and do what he says (even
if it includes "religious" things).




YOUR MISSION..

Don't be afraid to have a "form of
godliness" — religious activity - but make
sure it reflects what is in your heart!

Don't rely on religion for salvation,
because it doesn't work (as the Pharisees
now know).

Credits (1

SCRIPTURE

+ 2Corinthians 13:5 3 by Crossway, a
sy of G R BB S eSS A e e anpch.org)

Al other passages - Scripture quoted from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984
International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. Al rights reserved. (wiw.zondervanb bies. com)

PICTURES

« REDLIGHT - By maix;? BY-5A25 5)] via
st A At s oa A

* YELLOW LIGHT - By maix;? [CC-BY-SA2. 5)l,via Wikimedia
hitp/icommons wikimediaora/wiki/File:Traffic lights dark yellow.svg

© GREENLIGHT - By maix;? 5vg) [CC-B 5)), via Wikimedia
Commons

hitp:/commons wikimedia.orq/wikifFile Traffic lights_dark_green.sva

+ Frow emoticon (slacodan yolow igh) - PulicDomain by Thgd2007, Wikimedia Commans
commons.y wiki/File:Emoticon_frown.svg

+ Personholdinga candle, iavomo d Ghrico (1845-169): Der Ministant Ol on wood: pubic domain
A A oA IS VA

Credits (2

PICTURES
+ Manin ceremonial robe - Bishop Bryan D. Ouellette; public domain
imedia.orgwiki/File Bryan Ouellette jog
+ Bracelet - A "What Would Jesus Do?" JD) bracelet; I, LegsKC [
sa/3.0/), via Wikimedia Commons
http:/commons. wikimedia org/wiki File: WWD-bracelet jog (enhanced)
+ Metal Genser - By shakko (Own work) [CG-BY-SA-3.0 1, via Wikimedia C

imedia.orq/wiki/File:Sacristy of Saint Basif

+ Rosary - Public domain
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wikiFile:Rosary.jpeg

+ Baptism - By Tofaa (Own work) [CC-8 lvia Wikimedia C
hp: wikime wiki/File Ba o0

* Aocient iy wal (Jerusalom — Tower of Davi) By EdoM (own work of usor EdoM) [Pulic domai, via Wikimedia Commors

http:/commons wikimedia. org/wikiFile:Jer rOfDavid_001.ipg
+ Ghild with headphones — pubiic domain

imedia.orq/wiki/File:Miltary brat pretends to_navigate T43.pq
+ Choir— publicdomain

Kimedia.orgwiki/File:De%C3%BBI kor JPG

Credits (3

PICTURES
+ Hand-drawnidol - hand drawn!

+ Choeroadors- By ot Tomow 0062 , via Wikimedia C
i eommans wiimecis o 1o Contort Croetioorsipn

+ Ape-man- caricature of Charles Darwin; public domain
hitp://commons wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Editorial_cartoon_depicting Charles Dar

\ as_an_ape %281871%29ipg

+ Dime—publicdomain
http:/icommons wikimedia.orawiki/File:2005-Dime-Obv-Unc-P.png

" Sasred konaf he Plying Spaghat Morste - B G.dalrto (Oun work Ao, i Wikimadia Cormons

hitpicommon ki/File:9365 - Madonna pastafariana al Presidio anticlericale, Milano, 2 June 2012
F ~m,m,uwm,uau 72270rt00 (ropped.edlted)

« Gandles— Dennis Hinks © 2006

« Yoga- By Dr.chirag patel (Own work) [CC-BY-SA-3.0 lvia Wikimedia C

hitp:/commons wikimedia.ora/wiki/File:Bahaya_pranayama.ipa (cropped)

+ Snake handler - public domain
hitp://commons wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Handling_serpents_at the_Pentecostal Church of God. Company funds have not been used
in_this and it is not on.. - NARA - 541335 1if

Credits (4

PICTURES

* Praying hands - Albrecht Drr [Public doman], via Wikimedia Corn
hitpz/icommons wikimedia.org/wi ing. Hancs  Albrect Durer png

- Offering plate — Dennis Hinks © 2013

- Gommunion cups — Alanscottwalker (GG BY-SA 3.0)
http:/commons wikimedia org/wiki File:Communion_Baptist pa (cropped)

+ Picture with thermometer — Dennis Hinks © 2013

+ Manlaying on ground - By Jorge Royan (Own work) [CC-BY-SA-3.0 (htip3/creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0)], via Wikimedia
ommons

Iimedia.orq/wiki/Fileindia - Varanasi crazy man - 1055]pa (ot about the person in the photo)

+ Womanwith paint on shirt - By Diaanad4 (Own work) [ .0)], via Wikimedia
omm
hitp:/icommons wikimedia.org/wikiFile:So_cra;

¢ 2 JPG.jp (slightly modified; not implying anything about the person in the photo)

+ Ghristand the Pharisees — painting by J.J. Tissot, "Woe unto You, Scribes and Pharisees"; public domain
hitpdlcommons. widmedia rg Ui Brood Muse
—Woe ind_Pharisees %28Malhet

EC3%A0_vous, scribes_ et pharisiens?29 - James Tissotipg

- Presentation and any ., not a solid shade) - Dennis

+ DISCLAIMER: The use of a picture does notimply that the author of that picture agrees with the views of this presentation. Some might
agree; some might not.




