The GOODNESS and KINDNESS of GOD!

Our theme verse for this study is from Acts 17:24-25. In the New International Version, it is translated:
"The God who madetheworld and everything in it ... givesall men life and breath and everything
else."

The New Living Translation reads this way:
"Heisthe God who made the world and everything init. ... He himself giveslife and breath to
everything, and he satisfies every need thereis."

Some Things to Think About - The Scripture passages listed below may provide answers to these questions.
e Does God have an obligation to give us these gifts? Or does he simply do it as an expression of love?

¢ What do we deserve? If we get what we deserve, do we have a right to complain? [Note that the word "grace,” which
occurs in some of the following Scripture passages, means "undeserved kindness."]

His Gifts and Our Response

e For the following exercise, you will use these Scripture passages: M atthew 5:43-48; Luke 12:24-28; Acts
14:17; Acts 17:24-28; Romans 2:4; Ephesians 2:8-10; 1 Tim. 6:17; Titus 3:3-8; James 1:17-18; 1 Peter 2:9.
You may also include any other relevant passages that you can find.

¢ On the next page are four columns. Look up each of the Scripture passages and write down (in the appropriate
columns) what you learn, about: WHAT he gives us, WHY he givesit to us, and HOW we should respond to

his gifts.

e Some gifts may be intended for all people (saved and unsaved alike); other gifts are special (available only to
those who are saved). Circle those gifts which are special.

Making it "Real" - Unlesswe arewilling to apply these things to our lives, they really don't have much value. God
may still us show his kindness (especially through the types of giftsthat are available to anyone). But in the end, we
will lose out.

e How have you been responding to God's kindness? Are there ways you can improve your response? Are there ways
you need to totally change your response?

e What are some specific ways you would like to respond to God's kindness this coming week?

e |If you are not arecipient of God's special gifts, are you willing to be? Reread the passages which focus on those
gifts, and see what they tell you about salvation. Y ou will need to start trusting him and allowing him to change you,
S0 you can begin to obey him. Also, you should start reading his Word on aregular basis (perhaps beginning with
the New T estament), so that you can learn what it means to "follow Jesus."
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Some of the passages do not contain information for all three columns.
(Notethat the column about WHY he givesus the gifts focuses on God, and the column about HOW we should respond focuses on us.)

Scripture Passage WHAT He Gives Us

WHY HeGiveslttoUs

HOW We Should Respond

Scripture taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 International Bille Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved.
Also fromthe Holy Bible. New Living Translation copyright © 1996 Tyndde Charitable Trust. Used by pe'misson of Tyndale House Publishers.
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