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LOVE LOVE LOVE LOVE 
Without HypocrisyWithout HypocrisyWithout HypocrisyWithout Hypocrisy

(in the book of Romans)

37 – The "mind" verse and 
the need for salvation

Romans 12:9Romans 12:9Romans 12:9Romans 12:9----21212121
"Unhypocritical Love""Unhypocritical Love""Unhypocritical Love""Unhypocritical Love"

1) Living in the family of God (v. 10-13).

(All people who belong to Jesus.)

2) Interacting with people (v. 14-16).

(Both saved and unsaved.)

3) Responding to enemies (v. 17-20).

We are focusing on OUR INTERACTION WITH OTHER PEOPLE

(both saved and unsaved)…

Live in harmony with one another. 

Do not be proud, but be willing to associate 
with people of low position. 

Do not be conceited.    
Romans 12:16 (NIV)

Romans 12:16
>  The "Mind" Verse  <

A focus on our attitude and mind.

Live in harmony with one another. 
Romans 12:16a (NIV)

Do not be proud, but be willing to associate 
with people of low position. 

Romans 12:16b (NIV)

Do not be conceited.    
Romans 12:16c (NIV)

Be "same-minded."

Don't be "arrogant-minded."

Don't be "wise-minded" in yourself.

(= With a negative connotation.)

Two issues related to 

this "mind verse":

1. Why only saved people can fully 

obey this verse.

2. How we (the saved) should relate 

to the unsaved.

Live in harmony with one another. 

Do not be proud, but be willing to associate 
with people of low position. 

Do not be conceited.    
Romans 12:16 (NIV)

ISSUE #1

THOUGH ALL PEOPLE HAVE AN OBLIGATION TO OBEY

THIS VERSE, ONLY SAVED PEOPLE CAN DO SO.
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CAN UNSAVED PEOPLE EVER DO 

THESE THINGS?

 More often, it's a matter of fake or coerced 

"harmony" … or just not doing it at all.

(They often don't realize what they are doing, 

since what is genuine cannot be recognized 

without being taught by the Bible.)

 Occasionally … but only to a limited degree.
(If they already share common interests, etc.)

Example of FAKE "harmony"… 

FAKE "HARMONY" 

(ONE OF MANY EXAMPLES)

 THE WORLD promotes a fake "diversity" that 

rejects God and promotes moral perversity.
(Ignoring and blurring moral distinctions, treating 

"salvation" as the same as "religion," rejecting 

God-created gender issues and obligations, etc.)

 GOD requires a one-mindedness among 

people who are diverse in many ways.
(Different abilities, social status, color, gender, 

intellect, ages ...)

All this is because… 

OBEYING THIS "MIND" VERSE BEGINS WITH

OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD….

… the sinful mind is hostile to God. It does 
not submit to God's law, nor can it do so. 
Those controlled by the sinful nature 
cannot please God.       

Romans 8:7-8 (NIV)

Unsaved people do not have 

a right relationship with God.

>  AND  <

Their closed minds are full of darkness; they 
are far away from the life of God because 
they have shut their minds and hardened 
their hearts against him.        

Ephes. 4:18 (NLT) 

Unsaved people have darkened, shut minds.

Corrupt, even if they are religious.

Indeed, their minds and their consciences are 
corrupted. They claim to know God, but they 
deny him by what they do. They are detestable, 
disobedient, and unfit to do anything good.        

Titus 1:15b-16 (GW) 

The god of this world has blinded the 
minds of those who don't believe 
[the good news about Christ].        

2 Cor. 4:4a (GW) 

Their minds are blinded by the devil.

They do what comes natural to their 

sinful nature.

They who follow their earthly [sinful] 
nature are earthly-minded, ...        

Rom 8:5a (OEB)

Once you were alienated from God 
and were enemies in your minds
because of your evil behavior.         

Col. 1:21 (NIV)

If you are saved, you need to remember that 

you were just like them.

GOD deserves credit for the changes that 

occurred in your thinking.

"This is the promise that I will make to 
them after those days, says the Lord: 'I 
will put my teachings in their hearts and 
write them in their minds.' "         

Hebrews 10:16 (GW) 
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Or what harmony has Christ with Belial [the 
Devil], or what has a believer in common 
with an unbeliever?     

2 Cor. 6:15 (NASB)

ISSUE #2

IT WILL BE DIFFICULT OR IMPOSSIBLE TO HAVE

THIS HARMONY (V. 16) WITH UNSAVED PEOPLE.

AND SOMETIMES DANGEROUS.

Do not be misled: "Bad company 
corrupts good character."      

1 Cor. 15:33 (NIV)

Bless those who persecute you; bless 
and do not curse.  …

Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be 
careful to do what is right in the 
eyes of everybody. 

If it is possible, as far as it depends on 
you, live at peace with everyone.        

Romans 12:14, 17-18 (NIV)

Scripture has many instructions to show us 

how to interact with the unsaved.

>  Even within this section of Romans 12  <

EXAMPLE:

EXAMPLE:

EXAMPLE:

Love must be sincere.  …

Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 

Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome 
evil with good.         

Romans 12:9, 21 (NIV)

Your duty is to pursue "unhypocritical love"

(the theme of Romans 12:9-21)

even with unsaved people.

When the harmony described in v. 16 

doesn't happen… 

MAKE SURE IT'S NOT YOUR FAULT!

THEREFORE:

You used to live just like the rest of the world, full of 
sin, obeying Satan, the mighty prince of the 
power of the air. …

All of us used to live that way, following the passions 
and desires of our evil nature. 

We were born with an evil nature, and we were 
under God's anger just like everyone else.

Ephes. 2:2a, 3 (NLT) 

Are you better than them? NO!!! 

You were once just like them.

But God is so rich in mercy, and he loved us so very 
much, that even while we were dead because 
of our sins, he gave us life when he raised 
Christ from the dead. (It is only by God's 
special favor that you have been saved!)

Ephes. 2:4-5 (NLT)

What GOD did is the ONLY reason you are 

not one of them today.

It is God who produces in you the 
desires and actions that please him. 

Philip. 2:13 (GW)

He deserves the credit for the changes 

that have occurred in your life.
… they who follow the Spirit are 

spiritually minded.         
Rom 8:5b (OEB)

Remember that verse about  unsaved people 

living according to their their sinful nature?

They who follow their earthly [sinful] 
nature are earthly-minded, ...        

Rom 8:5a (OEB)

IF YOU ARE SAVED, YOU WILL HAVE A

DIFFERENT FOCUS IN LIFE.
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God's Spirit influences how God's people live.

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness and self-control.  

Galatians 5:22-23a (NIV)

God develops the "fruit of the Spirit" within 

his people, so that they can be recognized.

So then, you will know them by their fruits.   
Matthew 7:20 (NASB)

THIS IS WHY WE NO LONGER LIVE LIKE THE WORLD.

WHAT CAN WE CONCLUDE?

1. IF YOU BELONG TO GOD: You will repent and 

pursue obedience.

2. IF YOU DON'T BELONG TO GOD: You will stay 

the way you are.

IF YOU ARE NOT OBEYING 

THIS COMMAND…

You will respond one of two ways.

MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO OBEY

THE "MIND VERSE" (V. 16).

• If necessary, repent and be saved, to make 

obedience possible.

• If you stumble in your obedience, get up 

and start obeying again.
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"Live in harmony with one another. [= Be "one-minded"]

Do not be proud, [= Don't be "arrogant-minded"]

but be willing to associate with people of low position. 

Do not be conceited." [= Don't be "wise-minded" in yourself]

Romans 12:16

Until a PUntil a PUntil a PUntil a Person is Saved...erson is Saved...erson is Saved...erson is Saved...
He cannot obey this verse.

This is one of the reasons God tells us we need

"renewed" minds - Romans 12:2.  

THE CONDITION OF AN UNSAVED PERSON. [THIS INCLUDES FAKE

"CHRISTIANS."]

C Enemies of God - Colossians 1:21; Romans 8:7-8; James 4:4;

and destined for eternal death - 1 Corinthians 6:9-10; Romans

2:8; 8:13.

C Guilty of all kinds of sin - Titus 3:3; already dead in sin -

Ephesians 2:1-3; darkened in understanding - Ephesians 4:18.

C May be religious - James 1:26; Titus 1:15-16.

WHAT NEEDS TO HAPPEN?

C God gives us a new heart/mind/spirit - Psalm 51:10; Ezekiel

36:26; Titus 3:4-5; 2 Thessalonians 2:13; John 3:3-5.

C We must repent and trust God - Ezekiel 18:31; James 4:8; Acts

3:19; 26:20.

C We must become willing to obey God's command about

turning away from sin - Ephesians 4:22-24.

THE CONDITION OF A SAVED PERSON. [NOT THE FAKES.] 

C A new person - 2 Corinthians 5:17; Colossians 3:10.

C Reconciled to God - Colossians 1:22.

C With a new hope - Ephesians 1:18.

C A pure heart - Acts 15:9.

C Made holy ("sanctified") - John 17:17, 19; Colossians 1:22.

C No social or class distinctions in the way that God saves us (all

are equally saved) - Galatians 3:26-29; 6:15.

C No longer controlled by the sinful nature - Romans 8:9-10.

C God uses all things to accomplish good in our lives - Romans

8:28-30.

C We will inherit the kingdom of God - 1 Corinthians 6:9a, 11.

Salvation and ObedienceSalvation and ObedienceSalvation and ObedienceSalvation and Obedience
Because of God's involvement in salvation, saved people 

are willing to obey God's commands. (Unsaved people -

including fake "Christians" - aren't.)

C Obedience is related to salvation and faith - Ephesians

2:10; Romans 1:5; 16:26; 1 John 3:2-10; John 14:15.

C Salvation makes us able to obey God's commands - 1

Peter 1:22; Romans 6:16-17; 13:14; Colossians 3:1-12+.

C Obedience is our duty (obligation) - 1 Thessalonians

2:12; Ephesians 4:1; 1 Peter 2:2; 3:9; Romans 13:14.
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