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Glorifying God 
in the New Year

[This was written for the year 2015. In your mind, change 

the date to whatever year that's appropriate for you!]

Here we are!

Are you ready?

Jorge Royan (CC-BY-SA-3.0)

Will it be "More 

of the same"?

Or "A new

beginning"?

2015 can be 

a new beginning

for you…

Regardless of your 

circumstances, or 
what else happens 

in the world.

HOW?

START HERE!

Oh really? 

START HERE!

You probably already know these things,

so this is just a reminder.

• As the apostle Peter tells us, repetition 

can have great value.

I think it is right to refresh your memory …

And I will make every effort to see that after 
my departure you will always be able to 
remember these things.  

2 Peter 1:13a, 15 (NIV) 

START HERE!

It's not a complex procedure!
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START HERE!

It's a really simple formula!

DATA

DECISION

PROCESS

[TERMINATE]NO

YES

EVALUATE
yourself

COUNT
the cost

PROCEED
with your

decision

[QUIT]

YOU GET TO DECIDE which it will be!

"More of the same""A new beginning"

START HERE!

YES

NO

OR

EVALUATE EVALUATE yourself

• This is your baseline, your starting point.

Examine yourselves, to see whether you are 
in the faith. Test yourselves.      

2 Cor. 13:5a (ESV) 

Now, this is what the Lord of Armies says: 
Carefully consider your ways!      

Haggai 1:5 (GW) 

• The Word of God (not other people) is the 

Standard.

When [people] measure themselves by 
themselves and compare themselves with 

themselves, they are not wise.    
2 Cor. 10:12 (NIV) 

For the word of God is alive and active. 
Sharper than any double-edged sword, it 

penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, 
joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts 
and attitudes of the heart.

Hebrews 4:12 (NIV) 

For if anyone thinks he is something when he 
is nothing, he deceives himself.   

Galatians 6:3 (NET)

• An honest evaluation… not thinking you 

are something when you aren't.

• Not self-exalting, like this person was:

The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed, 
'O God, I thank you that I'm not like other 

people—thieves, dishonest people, 
adulterers, or even this tax collector.'     

Luke 18:11 (ISV)  

COUNT "COUNT the cost"

"If you want to be my follower you must love* me 
more than your own father and mother, wife and 

children, brothers and sisters—yes, more than 
your own life. Otherwise, you cannot be my 
disciple. And you cannot be my disciple if you do 

not carry your own cross and follow me. 

"But don't begin until you count the cost."   
Luke 14:26-28a (NLT)

• Find out if you really want to change.

* (A love so strong that all other types of love look like "hate" in comparison.)
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For who would begin construction of a 
building without first getting estimates and 

then checking to see if there is enough 
money to pay the bills? 

Otherwise, you might complete only the 
foundation before running out of funds. And 
then how everyone would laugh at you! 

They would say, 'There's the person who 
started that building and ran out of money 
before it was finished!'    

Luke 14:28b-30 (NLT)

"Or what king would ever dream of going to 
war without first sitting down with his 

counselors and discussing whether his 
army of ten thousand is strong enough to 
defeat the twenty thousand soldiers who 

are marching against him? 

If he is not able, then while the enemy is still 

far away, he will send a delegation to 
discuss terms of peace. 

So no one can become my disciple without 

giving up everything for me."    
Luke 14:31-33 (NLT)

ARE YOU WILLING TO PAY THE PRICE?

(Following Jesus takes time and effort.)

• Following Jesus will require changes in 

your values and actions. Examples:

– The things you consider important.

– The way you use your time.

To follow Jesus, there are things you will have to do. 

You may have to give up some things you want to do 

– though, if you are following Jesus, your wants will change.

"IF – THEN"

* BE AWARE: If you choose to NOT follow Jesus, 

the moral obligation to follow him still remains. 
The consequences of not following Jesus also remain.

• IF you decide that following Jesus 

costs too much...

• THEN you can leave Jesus and go your 

own way. *

COUNT [QUIT]

• IF you decide that following Jesus 

is worth the time and effort...

The Kingdom of Heaven 
is like a treasure 
hidden in the field,

when a man found it… 

he went and sold all that 
he had, and bought 
that field. 

The Kingdom of Heaven 
is like a pearl of great 
price,

when a merchant seeking 

fine pearls found it, 

he went and sold all that 
he had, and bought it.  

Matthew 13:44-46 (paraphrase)

• If so… THEN…

PROCEED PROCEED with your 
decision

• And do so with help from the Spirit of 

God!

… the Spirit helps us in our weakness.   
Romans 8:26a (ESV)  
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Remember your 
NEEDS!

For everything that was written in the past was 
written to teach us, so that through the 

endurance taught in the Scriptures and the 
encouragement they provide we might have 
hope.    

Romans 15:4 (NIV)  

NEED #1

– You NEED a "Bible focus."
There is no other way to learn what it 

means to follow Jesus.

Remember your 
NEEDS!

But encourage one another daily, as long as it 
is called "Today," so that none of you may 

be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness.   
Hebrews 3:13 (NIV)  

NEED #2

– You NEED to interact with others who 
have a similar focus.

Otherwise, your growth will be stunted.

REPEAT

The
process

EVALUATE

COUNT

PROCEED

"A new beginning"

• FINALLY...

…..……

Self evaluation
(for further change)

• Examine what Scripture says.

• Get feedback from others.

(Start again at the first step.)

You may discover:
– Spiritual growth that has occurred.

– Weakness (sin) that still needs dealt with.

– Additional areas in which you need to grow. 

YOUR MISSION

• DECIDE what you plan to do and ACT 

accordingly.

• Be honest about your evaluation!

Do not merely listen to the word, and so 
deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 

James 1:22 (NIV)

How does my 

life compare 
to God's 

standard?Anyone who listens to 
the word but does not 

do what it says is like 
someone who looks 
at his face in a mirror 

and, after looking at 
himself, goes away 
and immediately 

forgets what he looks 
like.  

James 1:23-24 (NIV) 
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