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Assurance of Salvation

Part 120

PRACTICAL ("real-life") 
OBEDIENCE 

– The Nature of Obedience (2)

"PRACTICAL 
OBEDIENCE"!

= "DOING" the obedience, 

not just "TALKING" about it!

An infallible guide 
to "assurance 
of salvation."

For those who are saved…

Obedience will be present,

and it will be visible.

1. It involves all of God's commands.

2. It is habitual.

3. It is ongoing.

What is the nature of this
"obedience" 

that guarantees salvation?

[SHORT REVIEW]

[TODAY]

– We cannot emphasize some commands 

and ignore others.

– We cannot focus on commands that make 

us "feel good" about our spiritual condition. 

{ … 96% …97% … 98% … 99% … maybe not quite 100% }

This obedience involves 
all of God's commands

Doing this will almost guarantee that we reach 
false conclusions about our salvation.

For the follower of Jesus:

This obedience is 
habitual.

• It characterizes his day-to-day life.

• It does not mean: He is "100% sinless perfect."

– That will not happen until we are in Jesus' 
presence. 

• It does mean: He wants to be 100% perfect.

– He strives for perfection.

– When he sins, he repents and returns to his 
pursuit of perfection.
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Habitual obedience? The KEY to defining one's life:

It's not the individual acts

that define a person

as righteous or wicked,

but the ongoing character.

This obedience is 

ongoing.

NO TURNING 

BACK!

.

In this matter, we can 
see a big difference 

between the genuine
and the fakes.

God's people will 
keep to the path

of obedience. 

We've seen this concept before!

When we looked at the topic "Growing in Grace," we saw 
that genuine salvation could be described as a continuing 

"present tense" activity. It is not a "past tense" 
accomplishment that we can now consider "done."

Most recently…

Another way to say it: God's 
people will "persevere."

PERSEVERE…

To persist, continue, 
endure, keep on going…

NO TURNING 

BACK!

.

Those who trust in the Lord are like Mount Zion,*
which cannot be shaken but endures forever.     

Psalm 125:1 (NIV) 

God's people … They WILL persevere.

• Their salvation is like a rock-solid foundation.

* ("Mount Zion" – The place of God's temple in Jerusalem. 
The Old Testament "Zion" is a "picture" or "shadow" 

of the future eternal dwelling place of God, 
in the New Jerusalem, Revelation 21:2.)
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They went out from us, but they did not really 
belong to us. 

For if they had belonged to us, they would 
have remained with us; 

but their going showed that none of them 
belonged to us.     

1 John 2:19 (NIV) 

The FAKES … They WILL NOT persevere.

• Some may look "saved," but their "salvation" will 

eventually become a thing of the past.

[PERSEVERE]

NO TURNING 

BACK!

.

WE TURNED 

BACK!

[NOT PERSEVERE]

Because of the increase of wickedness, the 
love of most will grow cold, 

but he who stands firm to the end will be 
saved.      

Matthew 24:12-13 (NIV) 

• The fakes will turn away… 
God's people will stand.

This contrast 

-- GENUINE vs. FAKE --

will continue to the end.

FROM JESUS' DESCRIPTION OF THE "END TIMES":

But we are not of those who shrink back and 
are destroyed, but of those who believe 

and are saved.      
Hebrews 10:39 (NIV) 

• THE FAKES will shrink back when obstacles 
surround them; THE GENUINE will focus on 

Jesus and press on to the ultimate goal.

I press on toward the goal to win the prize for 
which God has called me heavenward in 

Christ Jesus.     
Philip. 3:14 (NIV) 

THE FAKES – SHRINKING BACK

GOD'S PEOPLE – PRESSING ON

And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies
himself just as He [Jesus] is pure.     

1 John 3:3 (HCSB) 

• THE FAKES will turn back to the ways of the 
world; THE GENUINE will follow Jesus' 

example, and have moral purity as their goal.

It would have been better for them not to have 
known the way of righteousness, than to have 

known it and then to turn their backs on the 
sacred command that was passed on to them.      

2 Peter 2:21 (NIV)

THE FAKES – RETURNING TO THE WORLD'S WAYS

GOD'S PEOPLE – PURSUING MORAL PURITY

Genuine Christianity is NOT 

an empty speculation without a
practical influence on life.

• It doesn't involve "heart changes" that lack 
visible "life changes."

– It's not emotions without action.

– It's not religious experience without practical day-
to-day effects.

• Nor is it the opposite – visible "life changes" 
without any "heart changes" toward God and 
neighbor.
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• If Scripture is our guide in these matters, we cannot be 
deceived.

• ALL fake hopes are the result of following our own
"standards" (or those invented by other people).

The good man brings good things out of the 
good stored up in him, 

and the evil man brings evil things out of the 
evil stored up in him.     

Matthew 12:35 (NIV)  

What is IN will come OUT.
YOUR MISSION: "DETERMINE"!

Does 

"practical day-to-day 
obedience" 

characterize your life?

IF YOU CLAIM TO BE SAVED… Does your "love for God" 
impact the way you live?

• Your devotion to your religious duties 
(worship, prayer, etc.)?

• The attention you have toward Scripture 
and serving God?

• Your pursuit of moral purity?

Do you obey Scripture's commands 

in these matters?

• Leading you to promote justice, love, 
mercy, peace, etc.?

• Influencing the way you treat others? 

– Family members? Equals? 

– Those having authority over you?

– Those under your authority? 

Does your "love for neighbor" 
impact the way you live?

Do you obey Scripture's commands 

in these matters?

TEST YOURSELF!

Examine yourselves, to see whether you are in 
the faith. Test yourselves. 

Or do you not realize this about yourselves, that 
Jesus Christ is in you?
—unless indeed you fail to meet the test!

(2 Corinthians 13:5, ESV)
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