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Assurance of Salvation

Part 106

SEPARATION FROM 

THE WORLD:

The consequences of being 
"unequally yoked."

Remember the passage 
we looked at last week?

Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. 
2 Cor. 6:14a (NIV)  

"YOKE"…               not "YOLK"!

[In a symbolic sense.]

What is an "unequal yoke"?

• Any close association with unbelievers that will 
compromise or stifle your life in Christ.

(Applies especially to the more permanent 
types of associations.)

• This does not mean you must isolate yourself 
and avoid all contact with unbelievers!

ISSUE: Does their conduct or direction of life 
have any influence on how you live for God?

• If the person is saved ("for real"): 

– By his willful sin; sometimes by the other's 
deception.

• If the person is unsaved or a fake (which is 
the same as "unsaved"):

– By new birth… he becomes saved.

How do people become 
"unequally yoked"? *

* (These examples assume that the others are unbelievers.)

"I'm 'unequally yoked.' Now what?"

IF YOU WERE

ALREADY SAVED

• If your salvation is 
genuine, you will 
repent! (It's impossible 
for you to not do so.)

IF YOU

BECAME SAVED

• You were not 
unequally yoked until 
you did repent. 
(Before that, you were 
unsaved, just like 
them.)

There will be consequences.
(It's unavoidable).

The consequences of becoming 

"unequally yoked."

DISCLAIMER

The following consequences for the "already saved" 
person are a "worst case scenario." 

This can happen in situations such as choosing to 
be unequally yoked in marriage.

In situations that do not encompass all of life, 
the consequences might not be as bad as 

described here.
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IF YOU WERE

ALREADY SAVED

• Your choice to be 
unequally yoked will 
be characterized by 
the word "pain."

IF YOU

BECAME SAVED

• Your choice to follow 
Jesus will be 
characterized by the 
word "gain."

The consequences of becoming 

"unequally yoked."

ALREADY SAVED

• You will realize the 
great loss caused by 
your sin… and know 
that it was not worth the 
cost.

• When you reflect back 
on what life "could have 
been," your thoughts 
will be associated with 
sorrow. 

BECAME SAVED

• You will realize the 
great gain caused by 
your repentance… 
and know that it was 
worth the cost.

• When you reflect back 
on what life "could 
have been," your 
thoughts will be 
associated with joy. 

Consequences? LOOKING BACK:

ALREADY SAVED

• Opportunities lost
– even if you are able 
to maintain a degree 
of peace and harmony 
in the relationship.

BECAME SAVED

• Opportunities gained
– even if you suffer 
persecution for the 
cause of Christ.

Opportunity to live for God?

ALREADY SAVED

• You will cling to 
Romans 8:28 in hope 
that God will salvage 
some good from the 
damage you have 
caused.

• That good might not 
always be visible until 
eternity arrives.

BECAME SAVED

• You will cling to 
Romans 8:28 aware 
of good that God has 
begun to accomplish 
in you.

• It will be easier for you 
to recognize the good 
in your present life.

Consequences? LOOKING AHEAD:

• God will use your situation in life to accomplish good 

for you and for others.

• But if you have chosen to sin, the path to that good 
may be much more painful than it needed to be (if you 
had been willing to obey in the first place).

Romans 8:28: HOPE for both situations!

And we know that in all things God works for 
the good of those who love him, who have 

been called according to his purpose. 
Romans 8:28 (NIV)

• It's almost 100% guaranteed that the consequences 
will not be good or pleasant. 

• The tiny chance that it might have a different outcome 
is not worth the risk!

ISSUES for those who choose to sin… 

Will the results always be this dismal?
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The following is more applicable for those 
who are GENUINE, but have chosen to sin.

SO…

IF YOU ARE GENUINE 

(and you chose to sin)…

• One of these purposes is to make you like Christ,
not like the devil!

– If he is not steering you in that direction, you have good 

reason to be concerned about your salvation!  

• But don't forget the human responsibility part!

– If you are not doing anything to grow yourself in 

obedience, you need to pay attention to the seriousness 

of your condition… and repent!

God will accomplish his purpose for you!

And we know that in all things God works for the 
good of those who love him, who have been 
called according to his purpose.

Romans 8:28 (NIV)

"DISCIPLINE"

• This includes training, as well as correction.

• It proves we are his children!

• One of the ways God accomplishes his 
purposes in you is by:

"My son, do not make light of the Lord's discipline,
and do not lose heart when he rebukes you, 

because the Lord disciplines those he loves,
and he punishes everyone he accepts as a son."

Hebrews 12:5b-6 (NIV)  

ALL of God's children need discipline.

• If you choose to sin: You may experience 

discipline that would have been unnecessary, had you 
chosen to obey.

FIRST, YOU NEED TO REALIZE THAT:

• Your deliberate choice to be unequally yoked is not an 
"accident," but the result of values and attitudes of the 
heart.

– These values and attitudes will send you to hell, if God does 

not "surgically remove" them.

[Applied to one's choice to be unequally yoked:]

• God will use the consequences of your sin to change
you. In other words… he will keep you from hell!

– But since you have encouraged the "cancer" of sin to grow, 
the "surgery" may be painful.

How to view the painful part of discipline.

Before I was afflicted I went astray,

but now I obey your word. 

It was good for me to be afflicted

so that I might learn your decrees. 

I know, O Lord, that your laws are righteous,

and in faithfulness you have afflicted me. 
Psalm 119:67, 71, 75 (NIV)  

Scripture passages to consider, when 

you experience discipline.

(Applies to all types of discipline, 
not just the results of sin.)

ABOUT
GOD

ABOUT
YOU
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ASK
• When tempted to sin, ask yourself…

"Do I love God more than sin… 
or sin more than God?"

TRUST
• We need to trust God in all situations. 

• Regarding trust when "unequally yoked"…

Your mission: ASK, TRUST

Because you chose to sin:
• You need to TRUST God to salvage some good 

out of the mess you've made. He will do so!

Because you just became saved:
• You can TRUST God to grow the new life he 

gave you, and to accomplish his purposes for 

you.

If you're unequally yoked…
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