
1

Assurance of Salvation

Part 50

Humility 

(#2)

- Humility and Its "Opponents" -

We are beginning our focus on

HUMILITY

• WHY this focus?

– Because ALL genuine followers of God will 

have humility.

– Without humility, God is your enemy – he is 
your opponent.

"God opposes the proud

but gives grace to the humble."

Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he 
will lift you up.

James 4:6b,10 (NIV)

• Because of our sin, we need "lifted up."

• Without humility, this won't happen.

HE IS YOUR OPPONENT.

OUR GOAL

• TODAY: A basic comparison of HUMILITY 

to its "opponents."

• LATER: We will look more at the nature of 

genuine humility.

HUMILITY and its "opponents"

– An opposite: Pride and Boasting

– A counterfeit: False Humility

KEY POINT:

** There is a recognizable difference! **
(though in "borderline" situations, it might not be as obvious)

BELOW ARE SOME EXAMPLES!
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The OPPOSITE

of 

Humility

Pride / Boasting

I'm so 
amazing!



2

PRIDE / BOASTING

• May contain truth; but it's 
a distorted, HALF-truth, at 
best.

• Exaggerates one's own 
importance; downplays 
the importance of God 
and others, or ignores 
them completely.

• Doesn't give full credit 
where credit is actually 
deserved.

HUMILITY

• Accepts the FULL truth, 
including the part about 
God.

• Is truthful about God's 
(and other's) importance; 
is also truthful about 
personal weakness.

• Doesn't deny one's 
accomplishments, but 
shares the credit with all 
involved (including God).

An Example of 

PRIDE / BOASTING

This is 
"My Journal"

www.journal33.org

In it, 
you will find…

(But wait till  
you see the next 

page!)

So far, 

it sounds OK! TRUTH!!!

PAY ATTENTION 
TO IT!

YOU COULD 
GET SAVED!

SHARE IT 

WITH OTHERS!

If enough people read it, …
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WORLDWIDE 
REVIVAL

COULD OCCUR!

• "My Journal is really important."

• "You need it, and so does everyone else."

• "So what are you waiting for?"

Get the idea?

Of course, we could add something 
that makes it all sound "spiritual"…

• "My journal is so important…" 

• "It's got all the answer to all the world's 

problems…"

• "Follow me…"

"… and you 
can give all the 

credit to God!"

CONTRAST 
THIS 

EXAMPLE 

OF PRIDE
TO…
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An Example of 

HUMILITY

This is 
"My Journal"

www.journal33.org

In it, 
you will find…

But the end 
result is quite 
the opposite.

It can start the 
same way as 

the "boasting" 
example!
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• My attempt to learn what the Bible says.

• An attempt to find answers for other people.

• Topics that interested me.

• Handouts written for Sunday School, etc.

Articles I have written
(and sometimes other people)

• It may not be impressive.

– I don't have time to learn the most up-to-date 
ways of making web pages.

• It may not be popular.

– Web statistics show that there are over 1½ 
MILLION websites that are more popular. 

• (Some of them are wonderful, God-honoring 
websites that I would encourage you to visit!)

Compared to other websites

But if God wants, he 
can use my website 

to accomplish 
something good.

• If you find something that benefits 

you, then thank God for it.

You're welcome to look it over.
If you don't want to, that's OK.

It's God's Word that matters!!

– My Journal has value only to the extent that it 
agrees with God's Word.

JUST REMEMBER THIS:
The COUNTERFEIT

of 

Humility

False Humility

I'm so 
unimportant!
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FALSE HUMILITY
(can come in different forms, and may contain half-truth)

• "Lowering" one's self in ways that Scripture does 
not warrant. (Often a denial of something that is true.)

• Turning humility into a performance of religious 
rituals. (Normally rituals invented by people.)

• An appearance of humility that does not match 
one's heart. (A form of hypocrisy.)

Examples of 

FALSE HUMILITY

Don't look at my 
website.

It's no good.

God can't use it.

Lowering one's self in ways that 
Scripture does not warrant.

Did someone just belittle GOD's power?

Each time I write 
something, I fast and 
pray for three days. 

Otherwise, God 
won't bless it.

Turning humility into a 
performance of religious rituals.

Will such rituals actually "control" God's blessings?

Maybe if I act 
humble, people 

will go to my 
website… 

An appearance of humility that 
does not match one's heart.

Don't you realize that God sees your pretension?

YOUR MISSION

CONSIDER THIS QUESTION:

• If YES, there are 2 things for you to 

remember.

– Things that may keep you humble!

Do you want to do something 

good for the kingdom of God?
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• We are sinners deserving the judgment of 

God. He does not need to use us (though 
he may be pleased to do so).

• Any genuine good we accomplish is made 

possible by the Spirit of God working in us.

REMEMBER (1) REMEMBER (2)

Sometimes, when God uses us…

– it's NOT because of our abilities, 

– but because of his humor.

But [God] said to me, "My grace is sufficient 

for you, for my power is made perfect in 
weakness." 

Therefore I will boast all the more gladly 
about my weaknesses, so that Christ's 

power may rest on me.
2 Cor. 12:9 (NIV)
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