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Assurance of Salvation
Part 44

Faith

(#7)

In the Bible, these concepts are all related and 
can often be interchanged.

"Faith"

Different words can be used to refer to 
this concept!

– Faith, faithful, faithfulness

– Belief, believing, believer

– Trust, trusting, trustworthiness

– Etc.

(Public Domain)

You CANNOT be saved without
FAITH (= TRUSTING God).

And without faith it is impossible 

to please God, …
(Hebrews 11:6a NIV)  

BUT IT MUST BE GENUINE!!

"L-Fb-F""L-Fb-F"

LIVING,

FACT-BASED 
FAITH.

QUESTION: 
What does it mean to have 

GENUINE FAITH?

WHAT IS IT'S EFFECT ON US?

• It affects all of life!
– Life in general.

– NOT just the act of "salvation."

GENUINE FAITH affects:

OUR THINKING – The way we respond to

FACTS found in Scripture:

– We accept as true anything God says. 

"L-Fb-F"

It also affects:

OUR ACTIONS – The way we respond to

COMMANDS found in Scripture:

– We accept as obligatory anything God 

commands, taken within context.*

"L-Fb-F"
* (More about this later.)
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We accept all of what God says 

as true and binding.

(Each passage taken within context.)

• Doing so affects all aspects of our values 

and conduct.

Every * word of God proves true.
Proverbs 30:5a (NLT)

* (You cannot "pick and choose" which parts are true.)

We delight in God's commands 
and instructions

• NOTE: it's not a command, but a fact. Do such 
facts influence YOUR thinking?

I delight in your decrees;

I will not neglect your word.

… I delight in your commands

because I love them. 
(Psalm 119:16, 47 NIV)

For in my inner being I delight in God's law.
(Romans 7:22 NIV)  

This includes trusting God 
about the past.

The world lies about the past, 
just like it lies about the present

and the future.

By FAITH we understand that the 
universe was formed at God's 

command, so that what is seen was 
not made out of what was visible. 

(Hebrews 11:3 NIV)  

mattbuck (CC-BY-SA-3.0)

(Public Domain)

Once we accept ("believe") who he is, we become 
willing to obey his command about "love."

And this is his command: to BELIEVE
in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, 

and to love one another as he 
commanded us. 

1 John 3:23 (NIV)  

This includes 
trusting God about 

the present.
Jrod2 (CC BY-SA-3.0) (Public Domain)

This includes 
trusting God about 

the future.

"Patience" is our response, 
as we trust God 

for what he has promised.

… those who through FAITH and 

patience inherit what has been 

promised.  
Hebrews 6:12b (NIV)  

Maersk Line (CC-BY-SA-2.0)

(Public 
Domain)

THE PARENTHESIS

HAS BEGUN!

(Beginning an important 
interruption.)

BEG
IN

S W
IT

H

TH
IS

 O
N
E !
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Why do we say, 
"taken within context"?

• NOT so we can make excuses for things 
we don't want to accept!

• Rather:

– The context teaches us the significance of the 
command or fact.

– Some commands were intended for a specific 
time period, rather than for all times.

Example:

Commands about Sacrifices

• Today, we are under the "New Covenant."

– Prophesied: Jeremiah 31:31-34

– Fulfilled: Hebrews 8:8-13; 9:15; 12:24

• Because of this, the sacrificial laws of the 

"Old Covenant" do not apply to us.

– They are no longer applicable to us as 

"commands," but they should be treated as 
"facts" that we can learn from. (Many of them 
illustrate what Jesus Christ did on the cross.)

Example: 

Statements about individuals
(Facts about them, or commands given to them.)

• We can learn from these things, but they 

do not always apply to us. 

• EXAMPLES:

– The Holy Spirit may tell Paul to go to a certain 

city, but that does not mean that we have to.

– The Bible tells us that Judas hanged himself, 

but that does not make it a recommended 
response to sin!  

Example:

"Matters of freedom"

• There are many activities that Scripture 

puts in the category of "freedom."

– This does NOT include moral obligations!

• We can choose to do them or not do them.

– Some of these "free" things may become 
mandatory or prohibited, depending on 
circumstances. (Scripture explains when this 

is the case.)

Example:

Moral Commands

• These are a reflection of God's nature, and 

CANNOT change.

– These are binding on us at all times and in all

places, and forever.

• The "10 Commandments" is a summary 
of God's moral commands.

– All of them are an expression of "love for God 
and neighbor" (Matthew 22:37-40).

More about

The 10 Commandments

• They represent 10 categories of duties 

– Obligations and prohibitions

– External actions and internal attitudes

EXAMPLE: The command about "adultery" 
represents the entire category of thoughts 

and actions related to sexual conduct.

(It also relates to the general concept of "purity.")
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THE PARENTHESIS

HAS ENDED!

(Ending an important 
interruption.)

EN
D
S W

ITH

TH
IS O

N
E !

What if a person claims
to have this FAITH, 

but doesn't have the changes?

• Without such changes, 
their faith is NOT LIVING. 

It is dead and useless.

[Summary so far]: GENUINE FAITH

affects both thoughts and actions.

Rest in

Peace

(Public Domain)

As the body 
without the spirit 

is dead, so 

FAITH without 
deeds is dead.  

James 2:26 (NIV)

YOU 

ARE DEAD!• It doesn't 
matter what 

they claim.

Mind your own 

business, God. 
QUIT JUDGING 

ME!!

NO you 
are not!

I don't care what 

you say…
I AM ALIVE!!!!

(Public Domain)

YES, the saved still struggle

with sin …

• But they don't dive into it.

They are not capable of 
diving into sin, because 
they have a changed 

nature.

• NOTE: Choosing to indulge in sin, 
and then "struggling" with one's conscience 
is NOT the same as fighting the sin!

By no means! 

We died to sin; 
how can we 

live in it any 

longer?   
(Romans 6:2 NIV)  

… but their delight is in God and 
in righteousness.

• WHY? 

– Because they TRUST God! 

– Because such an attitude is a gift from God

that comes with salvation. (It is part of their 
changed nature.)

But seek first his 
kingdom and his 

righteousness, …
(Matthew 6:33a NIV)  

• They want to obey 
Jesus' command …

Your mission: To LIVE!

• Focus on living in a way that demonstrates 

you have salvation in your life.

– If you have changed, you will want to have 
this focus anyway!

– Live the way you believe!

• Do you believe God (who says you will change), or 
do you believe Satan (who says it's O.K. if you 
don't change)? 
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Your mission: To REMEMBER!

• This changed life does not come natural to 

a person.

– It is the result of God working in our hearts 
and changing our nature.

– Therefore, it can be described as a "fruit" of 

salvation – evidence that we are saved!

Your mission: To ASK!

• What type of "fruit" is going to characterize 
your life this week?

"Make a tree good and its fruit will be good, 
or make a tree bad and its fruit will be bad, 

for a tree is recognized by its fruit. 

Matthew 12:33 (NIV)  

(And so are we.)
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