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Assurance of Salvation

Part 41

Faith

(#4)

F-b-LF-b-F ??

Find out

in the

Book of Hebrews!

What does 

THAT mean?

The book of Hebrews

• About faith, salvation and life.

• About the rock-solid 
foundation on which 

our salvation is built.

• About God's promises

for the future.
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HOW DO WE KNOW?

… what things will be like

in the future?

… that we have hope

for the future?
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We need a FACT-based FAITH

2/3 of Hebrews focuses on:

• The facts about our faith and salvation. 

• God's promises about the future.
– which he confirmed with an oath (Hebrews 6:17)

• The fact that God CANNOT lie. (Hebrews 6:18)

FACTS
[Public domain][Public domain]

We need a FAITH-based LIFE

Hebrews was written for discouraged 

people. (Persecution was discouraging them.)

The apostle encouraged them to: 

• Remain bold for Christ.

• Continue living-out their faith.

FAITH
[Public domain][Public domain]

But only the FACT-based

kind of faith.
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Encouragement to have

a FAITH-based LIFE

So do not throw away your confidence; it will be 
richly rewarded. 

You need to persevere so that when you have 
done the will of God, you will receive what he 
has promised. For in just a very little while,

"He who is coming will come and will not delay." 
(Hebrews 10:35-37 NIV)  

The "confidence" mentioned here is a boldness to live 
openly for Jesus (i.e., in public). 

The apostle was encouraging them to "persevere."

2 questions we need to ask:

So do not throw away 

your confidence; it will 
be richly rewarded. 

You need to persevere

so that when you have 

done the will of God, 

you will receive what 
he has promised.

(Hebrews 10:35-36 NIV)  

1) How do we 
know WE

will get the 
reward?

2) How do we 
know things 

will be as God 
promised?

BUT WAIT!!!!

We first need to see

GOD'S WARNING

- - about - -

Two types of "believers"!
(= in the next 2 verses)

[Public domain]

Two types of "believers"

"But my righteous one will live by faith.

And if he shrinks back,

I will not be pleased with him."

But we are not of those who shrink back and are 
destroyed, but of those who believe and are 
saved. Hebrews 10:38-39 (NIV)  

Many people claim to be righteous. 

* But not all who make this claim will be saved. *

Those who are GENUINE

"But my righteous one will live by faith.

And if he shrinks back,

I will not be pleased with him."

But we are not of those who shrink back and are 
destroyed, but of those who believe and are 
saved. Hebrews 10:38-39 (NIV)  

They have a willingness to persevere, and to boldly live-
out their salvation. They have a faith that imparts life.

GENUINE

FOLLOWERS
OF JESUS

Those who are FAKES

"But my righteous one will live by faith.

And if he shrinks back,

I will not be pleased with him."

But we are not of those who shrink back and are 
destroyed, but of those who believe and are 
saved. Hebrews 10:38-39 (NIV)  

They have a "faith" that does not result in a willingness to 
boldly live-out their (supposed) salvation. 

Their faith is dead, or like the world's counterfeit "faith."

"CHURCH-
GOERS"

FAKES
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OUR RESPONSE to these verses 

will prove 
whether we are genuine or fake.

NOW BACK TO THE QUESTIONS:

1) If we are genuine, how can we KNOW 

FOR SURE that WE will receive what 

God has promised?

2) How do we know for sure that things will 

be the way God has promised? (What if it was 
all FAKE?)

(We sure don't want cast 
into the lake of fire!)

To the answer, look in

Hebrews 11, 

the "Faith Chapter."

BUT WAIT!!!!

We first need to look 

at 2 KEY WORDS

- - so that - -

We will understand them the way the Bible
uses them!

[Public domain]

"HOPE" and "FAITH"

If the world has influenced our definitions of 

"hope" and "faith," Hebrews 11 may be 

difficult to understand.

Most likely, ALL of us have been 
influenced to some degree.

(Before we were saved, it may have been the ONLY view we knew.)

Our "hope" is different from 
the world's "hope."

• WORLD:
– Wishful thinking. 

– Daydreams about the future we would like to have.

• BIBLE:
– Things we can confidently look forward to. 

– Things that are guaranteed to someday occur.

WORLD: "I would like it to happen!"

BIBLE: "It will happen; I can look forward to it!"

Our "faith" is different from 
the world's "faith."

• WORLD:
– Pretension, "make-believe," opposite of "facts."

– Not connected to the "world of reality."

• BIBLE: 
– Based on facts. 

– God cannot lie; his Word cannot be broken.

WORLD: "Just believe whatever you want, and 
everything will be OK!"

BIBLE: "Believe the historical facts about Jesus 
and base your life on those facts!"
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Let's answer the questions!

HERE WE 

ARE!!!

[Public domain]

*  Hebrews 11:1  *
(These translations show us different ways to say the same thing.)

(NASB)  Now faith is the assurance of things 
hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 

(NIV)  Now faith is being sure of what we hope for 
and certain of what we do not see. 

(NLT)  What is faith? It is the confident 
assurance that what we hope for is going to 
happen. It is the evidence of things we cannot 
yet see. 

Q1. How can we know that WE will receive 

what God has promised?

(NASB)  Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for

(NIV) Now faith is being sure of what we hope for 

(NLT) It is the confident assurance that what we hope for is 
going to happen. 

• This refers to the LIVING faith seen in the previous 
verses. 

• A LIVING faith is the ultimate "substance" that enables 

us to have hope. It is the "foundation" for our assurance.

FAITH-based LIVING = Assurance

Q2. How do we know for sure that 

eternity will be as God promised? 

(NASB)  Now faith is … the conviction of things not seen. 

(NIV) Now faith is being … certain of what we do not see. 

(NLT) It is the evidence of things we cannot yet see. 

• We don't have to see the future. We can trust (have 
FAITH in) God, who guarantees it.

• Since our faith is FACT-based, we need no other proof 
than God's trustworthy guarantee!

FACT-based FAITH = Certainty

FACT-based FAITH

FAITH-based LIVING

God's promises are true, 
whether or not we believe them.

When we: 1) accept them as true, and 
2) show it by the way we live, 

those promises become ours to experience… 
it's GUARANTEED!

The rest of HEBREWS 11

Examples of people who had this 

living fact-based FAITH.

• Some accomplished amazing things; others 

suffered greatly for being faithful.

• ALL looked forward to what God has promised 

us.
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C

F-b-LF-b-F

A
The FACT part gives you

CERTAINTY
(Proof that the facts 

are accurate.)

The LIVING part gives you

ASSURANCE
(Proof that the facts 

belong to you.)

HEBREWS 11:1

Fact-based FAITH FAITH-based living

THIS 

GUARANTEES 
SALVATION!!

F-b-LF-b-F L-F-b-F

Fact-based faith +

Faith-based living =

A living fact-based 
FAITH

NOW I 

UNDERSTAND!

"So what does all this mean 
for me?"

• That's what the "Mission Moment" is all 

about!

(I'm glad you asked!)

The people in Hebrews 11 

are like "a great cloud of witnesses,"  

to encourage us.

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such 

a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw 
off everything that hinders and the sin that 

so easily entangles, and let us run with 

perseverance the race marked out for us.
Hebrews 12:1 (NIV)

(As seen in chapter 12.)

Oslovite (CC-BY-SA-3.0)

YOUR MISSION: 

You find it in chapter 12!

Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author 

and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy 
set before him endured the cross, scorning 

its shame, and sat down at the right hand 

of the throne of God. 
(Hebrews 12:2 NIV)

If you have a LIVING, 
FACT-BASED FAITH

• God will grow your faith to maturity.

• Your trust in God will be the basis for 

– your hope (certainty) of salvation.

– your ability to know about future things that 
you cannot see.

Now faith is being sure of what we hope for 
and certain of what we do not see.

(Hebrews 11:1 NIV)
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