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Assurance of Salvation
Part 15

The LACK of assurance (1)

"Look! I tell you, lift up your eyes, and look at the fields! 
They are already ripe for harvest!" – Jesus Christ (John 4:35b)

Public Domain

Things that prove 
you are saved.

We're almost ready to look at:

maix¿? (CC BY-SA 2.5) + P.D. smiley

But first, 
one more important issue –

Dedicated to those who LACK

assurance, 
but who desperately want it.

For those who don't feel "assured"

• Perhaps sometimes.

• Perhaps never.

It can be lonely…
it can be terrifying.

You know that once you die,

it's forever too late, 
if you were wrong.
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(YOU)(YOU)

You may think 
you're the only 

person in the 
church with 

this concern…
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(YOU)

More likely, you're 
surrounded by 

others who are 
afraid to say 

anything.

Public Domain

We could 
tell you, 

"Stop 
worrying 

and 
put on a 

happy face."

I have NO 

concerns.

I have 
MANY 

concerns.
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But that advice is no better than 
what the atheists give you!

** Of course, what they DON'T tell you… **
• They know about God, because God has embedded that knowledge 

in their consciences.

• They suppress the truth by their wickedness.

(See Romans 1:18b-21 )

Marcus Böckmann (CC BY 2.0) 

You already know that 
pretension 

doesn't solve anything.

It still leaves you trapped.

So let's look for some real answers.

Besides…

Erich Stüssi (CC BY 2.0) 

OUR GOAL

• To encourage those who have a 
good reason for assurance, but just 

don't "feel assured."

• To warn those who have a good 

reason for "lack of assurance" – so 
they can change.
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First, the warning.

This is for those who love their sin
and choose to dive into it.

Is there a good reason for your 
lack of assurance?

You may claim to be a "Christian," but…

• Your conscience 
condemns you.

• You know you 
deserve eternal 
death – and that's 
what bothers you.

• You love your sin. 

• You love what the world offers you.

Public Domain

You 

CANNOT
serve 
two 

masters!
(See Matt. 6:24)

Learn this well!

Public Domain

YOUR MISSION
(if you're trying to love Christ and the world)

You need to decide:

• Are you willing to "count the 
cost" of following Jesus?

• Or are your 

pleasures and 
possessions more 

important to you?

What you need to do:

• Accept what God says in his Word.

• Repent – this includes a willingness to 

change your values and to begin to obey 

Jesus.

• Trust Jesus for salvation and for the 
power to obey.

"I rejoice in following your statutes

as one rejoices in great riches."
(Psalm 119:14, NIV)

Camdiluv ♥ (CC BY-SA 2.0) 

The examples that 
follow…

(Today and next week)

These are for those trying to 

follow Jesus and fight sin; 

but who, for one reason or another, are 

discouraged, fearful, or weak. 



4

The examples that 
follow…

(Today and next week)

These assume you are

NOT

trying to "serve two masters."
(as in Matt. 6:24) 

Do you have the wrong 
expectations about your 

spiritual growth?

• You seem to be constantly 

struggling with sin.

• You try to serve God, but 
so often seem to fail.

© Arief Rahman Saan (used with permission)

Do you have the wrong 
expectations about your 

spiritual growth?

You know that we must 

"strive for perfection," 

but it's taking longer than 

you expected.

© Arief Rahman Saan (used with permission)

You are not the only one to 
experience a struggle with sin.

The apostle Paul also struggled –

the desires of his spirit

vs.

the impulses of his flesh.

"What a wretched man I am!" 
(Romans 7:24a NIV)

© Arief Rahman Saan (used with permission)

HIS QUESTION:
"Who will rescue me from 

this body of death?"
(Romans 7:24b NIV)

HIS ANSWER:
"Thanks be to God--through 

Jesus Christ our Lord!" 
(Romans 7:25a NIV)

But Paul did not stop there – and 
neither should you!

© Arief Rahman Saan (used with permission)

The reason 

for Paul's 
success!

Be patient & 

don't give up.

You need to 
remember that 

growth takes 
time. 

Max Ronnersjö (CC BY-SA 3.0) 

Cayambe (CC BY-SA 3.0) 
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YOUR MISSION
(if you're present struggles discourage you)

Strive for growth – keep fighting sin. 

Keep focused on Jesus – the 
only one who is sinless!

– And the source of our growth.

Therefore let us … lay aside every weight 

and the sin which so easily 
entangles us, 

and let us run with patience the race that 
is set before us, 

(Hebrews 12:1-2a, WEB)

** looking to Jesus, the author 

and perfecter of faith, … **

Keep fighting sin… but keep 

focused on Jesus!

Public Domain

God's Word and the Spirit 
can strengthen you.

I have hidden your word in my heart

that I might not sin against you. 
(Psalm 119:11 NLT)

In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our 
weakness, for we do not know how we 
should pray, but the Spirit himself intercedes 
for us with inexpressible groanings. 

(Romans 8:26 NET)

Public Domain

As you grow in Christ, your 
assurance can also grow.

"… imitate those who through faith and 
patience

inherit what has been promised." 
(Hebrews 6:12b NIV)

YOUR MISSION - For all:

(God willing)

Next week:

We will look at some more 
reasons for not having 
assurance of salvation.
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